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lllegal Commercializatioof
Residential Areas

(24 March2008)

In the past few years the residential areas of Karachi have been
forciblyencroached by commercial offices / shopsvawful
buildings. This has destroyed many residerg@iesturning

whole areas intaccommercialdistricts

What are the causes of the illegaitcroachmentsn
residential areas?

e A major reasorisresidentialzonesare cheaper than commercial
zones

¢ Theinfrastructure (electrify, watersupply seweragég isbetter in
many esidential areasTheresidentialareas are less congestétan
officially designated commercial areas

e The mainproblem is that of lax enforcementThe governmet
officials/ inspectorsin charge of ensuringnforcingzoning / building
codes areopenlycorrupt or indifferent.

e The final choice of residenkgve to stop commercial encroachments
in residential areas i® go tolaw courts - however this is a time
consuming and expensive process. The commercial enterprises that
forcibility take over residentibareas aravealthyandinfluential. They
use the sharpest lawyers and have the resourcesdar theoriginal
residentsdown by filing court case after cducase Many residents
prefer tomove out of the area after the commercial interests take
over- hence speeding up the deterioration of the entire area



What are the consequences of illegal commercialization?

Aresidercemay have 8 people living a house However a&aommercial
enterprisetaking over the same house may haveds.00 peoplein the
same areaTlhs leads to:

e Parking Congestion & traffic problems. Mossidences have 1 or 2
cars that can be accommodated in the house. However in a
commercial enterprise50 or 100people need to park motorcycles /
cars- which are parked on the roadhe@ncroachon the pavements

e There is tremendous strai& in many cases breakdown tbie utilities
(water, electricity,sewerag@ because of increasamtcupantdan thein
illegal commercial enterprises

e The residential residents fa@mvironmental degradabn andlack of
privacy.



A Case Stud@f A Residential Area

Tipu Sultan Road @& officially notified residential road;
however the whole area has been encroached by powerful
commercial enterprises

lllegalcommerciabuildingson Tipu Sultan Roadou will note that avall built on the pavement by the
owner of the illegal building!

A close up of the encroachments on the pavemethe entire pavement is fenced in and guarded by
armedsecurity personnelAs there is no parking space the offitaf/ visitors park the cars of the
pavements & roads



