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Shehri -CBE

Shehri -Citizens for a Better Environment 

is a civil advocacy group 

involved in various issues related to the  

protection and conservation of 

natural and built environment 

in Pakistan



Some success stories
ÅEstablishment of the KBCA ôOversee Committee õ & 
ôPublic Information Counter õ, thus tackling 
corruption and establishing some transparency

ÅDemolition of Glass Towers illegal encroachment 
on the notified road -widening of Clifton Road: this 
action saved the road from being constricted

ÅSaving of 480 -acre Gutter Baghicha Park on 
Manghopir Road: this is the largest open 
recreational space in a low income congested area 
of approximately one million inhabitants 



Other success stories

ÅDemolition of apartment structure Costa Livina
in Bagh -e-Ibn -e-Qasim, Clifton park

ÅSaving from commercialization of over 25 bus -
depot amenity plots all over Sindh & Karachi

ÅParticipation in numerous government 
committees and fact -finding groups

Å Increasing awareness about built -environment 
issues, and rendering assistance to the judiciary



Makro -Habib Pakistan 

Limited

The Makro -Habib chain of store in Pakistan is a joint 

venture between:

ÅSHV Holdings, NV, Netherlands (Total net sales in 

2006  û15.1 billion)

ÅHouse of Habib Pakistan (one of the largest 

Pakistani business conglomerates)



How a playground                               

was seized by Makro -Habib

Å In 1938, the 5 -acre ôWebb Groundõ  in Lines Area 
was leased by the cantonment/army authorities to 
the Karachi Grammar School for a ôrecreation 
groundõ for sports activities; it was also used by the 
children of the area as a playground

Å In the late1970s , most of Lines Area was 
transferred to the City Government by the 
cantonment/army, and a master -plan prepared 
showing ôWebb Groundõ as a playground



How a playground                               

was seized by Makro -Habib
ÅOn 19 December 2002, the Webb Ground plot, 
which had earlier been arbitrarily ôcommercializedõ 
by the Ministry of Defence without carrying out any 
town -planning studies, was leased for 90 years to 
the Army Welfare Trust (AWT), a military -business 
(òMilbusó) organization. at a throwaway price of Rs 
8 per square yard

ÅOn 7 July 2006, the plot was sub -leased by the 
AWT for an initial period of 30 years to Makro -
Habib, for the establishment of a ôCash & Carryõ 
departmental store



The fight against                      

the land grab

ÅIn response to Shehriõs inquiries, the City 
Government reiterated its stand that this plot 
remains a playground in their master -plan

ÅOn August 2007, an area resident filed a ôPublic 
Interest Litigationõ case in the High Court of Sindh
and asks for re -instatement of the 
playground/amenity plot. The Court requests 
Shehri for assistance. 

ÅOn 22 August 2007, the Court issued a ôstatus 
quoõ order. In defiance of this order, Makro -Habib
continued construction



Lines Area 

master -plan   

showing 

playground plot


