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Quaid -e-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah  
 

Address to Constituent Assembly of Pakistan  

11 th  August 1947  
 

òYou will no doubt agree with me                         

that the first duty of a government                

is to maintain law and order,                       

so that the life, property and 

religious beliefs of its subjects  

are fully protected  by the State .ó
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Winston Churchill  

First War Cab inet Meeting òé blood, toil, tears & 

sweat .ó 

13 th  May, 1940  
 

National situation: low morale, uncertainty, 

despondency, and confusion.  

Churchill asked the Lord Chancellor, John 

Simon: òAre the courts functioning? ó  

Assured that judges were attending regula rly, 

Churchill expressed confidence there was nothing to 

worry about & that the future of the country seemed 

bright.  
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Social Goals of Modern City Planning  
 

Supreme Court ( PLD 1994 SC 514 ) has 

quoted Encyclopedia Britannica :    

ü Orderly arrangement: resident ial, business, 

industrial, etc    

ü Efficient system of circulation/transport  

ü Optimum standards: lot size, sunlight, green 

spaces, parking, building spacing  

ü Safe, sanitary & comfortable housing  

ü Recreation, schools & community services  

ü Water supply,  sewe rage, utilities & public 
services.    
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Interests of developers/builders  
 

Britannica  extract goes on to say:  
 

òZoning and sub -division controls . é é It was 
realized, after bitter experience with suburban 

land speculations in the 1920s, that the 

interest o f the owner and developer of raw land 

is sometimes temporary and purely financial, 
while the urban community must live with 

results for generations afterward.ó 

 

Future residents of our cities will have to live            
with the built environment that we develop today ! 
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Population & built environment  issues  
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Right to life =  Right to clean, healthy  
      & unpolluted environment  
 
ü Open spaces for recreation             

& fresh air  

ü Playgrounds for children  

ü Schools, hospitals                          

& other social amenities  

ü Libraries & theatres  

ü Transport systems & roads  

ü Freedom from air & noise pollution  

ü Adequate utilities & infrastructure (electricity, 
water, sewerage, etc)  
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Karachi in the 21 st  century  

Owing to  

ü Population pressures   

ü Mushrooming urban -rural migration  

land is being abused by  

ü Unlawful allotment of unplanned land  

ü Arbitrary conversion of land -use  

ü Construction of illegal buildings  

Consequently, there is severe deterioration in the 

built environment & violation of fund amental rights  

All cases dealing with the built environment qualify 
as PIL
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Town -Planning & Building Laws  
 

ü Sind Town Planning Act 1915  

ü KDA Order 1957 & Zoning 
Regulations 1972  

ü Sind Local Government Ordinance 2001  

ü Sindh Building Control Ordinance 19 $79  

ü Kara chi Building & Town Planning Regulations 

1979 & 2002  

ü Environment Protection Act, 1997  

Over past 30+ years, such laws increasingly ignored, 

violated, or misinterpreted for personal gain


