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First Information Report (FIR)
A Guide for Citizens

What 1s an FIR?

First Information Report (FIR) is a written document prepared by the police when they
initially receive information about the commission of a cognizable offence. Itis generally

a complaint lodged with the police by the victim of a cognizable offence or by someone

on his/her behalf.

Whyris an FIR important?
An FIR is a very important document as it sets the process of criminal justice in motion. It

is only after the FIR is registered in the police station that the police can begin to
investigate the case.

Whoican lodge an FIR?

Anyone who knows about the commission of a cognizable offence can file an FIR. Itis
not necessary that only the victim of the crime should file an FIR. A police officer who
comes to know about a cognizable offence can file an FIR himself/herself. You can file an
FIRIf:

e  Youare the person against whom the offence has been committed.
° You know yourself about an offence, which has been committed.
¢  You have seen the offence being committed.

Aminor can request a close relative or a trustworthy adult to fill out this information.

The procedure for registering an FIR

The Duty Officer in the Police station in whose jurisdiction the offence took place should
be approached to register the FIR. If he refuses to do so the SHO of the Police station
should be approached.

If the SHO too refuses to register the FIR the Town Police Officer (TPO) or Capital City
Police Officer (CCPO) or other higher officers like Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of

police and Provincial Police Officer (PPO) can be contacted to bring the complaint to

their notice.

The complaint can be sent in writing and by post to the TPO, CCPO, DIG or PPO
concerned. If the TPO, CCPO, DIG or PPO is satisfied with your complain’r_. he shall
order the registration of FIR.

You can file a complaint to the District Public Safety and Police Complaints Authority in
your district.

You can file a private complaint before the court having jurisdiction.

You can also contact Citizens-Police Liaison Committee Central Reporting Cell Sindh
Governor's Secretariat - Karachi. Phone No. (021) 111-222-345 Fax: 5683336. CPLC
Helpline 568-2222 or 136 (Governor House)
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The police may not investigate a complaint even if you file an FIR,

when:

® The case is not serious in nature.

e  The police feel that there is not enough ground to investigate.

e The police resources are already over-committed in investigating more
serious offences.

However, the police must record the reasons for not conducting an investigation and in
the latter case mustinform you (Section 157 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898).

Whatishouldiyou mention in the FIR?

e  Your name and address;

° Date, time and location of the incident you are reporting;

° The true facts of the incident as they occurred;

° Names and descriptions of the persons involved in the incident;

Put your signature or thumb impression at the end of the report.

It is your right to acquire a readable copy of the F.I.R. Make sure to keep a few readable
copies with you and store the original in a safe and secure place.

Thingstyou should NOT do:

e  Neverfile afalse complaint or give wrong information to the police.
° Never exaggerate or distort facts.
® Never make vague or unclear statements.

You can be prosecuted under law for giving wrong information or for misleading the police
(Section 182 of the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860).

A person who refuses to sign his statement of FIR can be prosecuted under section 180
of Pakistan Penal Code, 1860.

A person who lodges a false charge of offence made with intent to injure a person can be
prosecuted under section 211 of Pakistan Penal Code, 1860.

Cognizable Offence: GLOSSARY

A cognizable offence is one in which the police may arrest a person without a warrant. They are authorized to start

investigation into a cognizable case on their own and do not require any orders from the courtto do so.

Example: Kidnaping, Murder, Fake Currency Note, etc.

Non-cognizable Offence:

A non-cognizable offence is an offence in which a police officer has no authority to arrest without a warrant. The

police cannotinvestigate such an offence without the court's Permission.

Example: Simple Dispute, Simple Injury, Money Matter, etc.

TPO - Town Police Officer

DIGP - Deputy Inspector General of Police (Operation)
CCPO - Capital City Police Officer

PPO - Provincial Police Officer
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