
























Structure of a Deh (Village)













Legislation sans implementation

In the initial phase of excavation during 1960s, there used to be
regular auction of sites by the local mineral department and permits
and licenses were issued for the purpose of sand and gravel
excavation. The miners were only allowed to extract within a depth
of 2 - 6 feet of the surface of the river bed. Since then, the facility
has been misused by the miners and much deeper extraction levels
are routinely reached. This mishandling was noticed at an early
stage by local farmers and they had protested against this activity.
A protest was first organized and publicized by "Malir Zamindar
Association" in 1962. Consequently, local government imposed
section 144 on the gravel and sand excavation in the Malir valley
(Section 144 is the power to issue order at once in urgent cases of
nuisance or apprehended danger. It is applied in cases by the district
Magistrate/ Sub-divisional Magistrate (SDM) where immediate
prevention or quick remedy is desirable). No order under this
Section remains in force for more than two months (Major acts,
1991). In Malir, the imposition of Section 144 instead of ensuring
compliance has instead opened new avenues of bribes for the local
law enforcement agencies.

Source: People and the Land - Empowering Communities for Social Justice:
Rural Karachi A Case Study, 2012, Shehri-Citizens for a Better Environment








































