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SHOCK!

By Azhar Abvas

n Wednesday, May 5, 1993,
OMubarak Ali. a junk dealer

from Shetshah, hired a Suzuki
van and six laborers. He went 1o Lhe
Gulbal area near Baldia Railway
Sparion on Mauripur Road 1o collect
25 tons of a chemical dumped by an
unknown faclory ip an open drain
Bemng ignorant shout what kind of
material they were handling, neither
Mubarak nor the Suzuki dnver or the
hired Jaborers tapk any precaulonary
measules. The chemical became their
warsl nighimare.
For Mubarak and driver Saf-ur-
Rahman, it was their last ermand. Salt
died the same day, while Mubarak
breathed his last in Civil Hospital,
Karachi, three days later Despite (he
myslerious death of Saif on May 5,
the chemical which was dumped in a
Shershah warehouse by Mubarak and
his partner Ali Mohammed, afier
wransferning it there flom an open
dran, remained there bl Friday
The authorides remained quiescent, #s

With inadequate or non-
existent equipment and
facilities in industries
using toxic chemicals.
the possibility of
mishaps increases.
Also, the improper
disposal of toxic waste
has become a major
cause of environmental
and health hazards
adversely affecting the
local population.

only one dealh was not enough 1
acrivare lhe administrarive machinery
A policeman was. however, posied at
the warchouse afier the driver’s death
Haowever, it was an incident on Friday,

May 7. that alerted the authorites. The
guard posted on the premises and a
passer-by fell unconscious afler
inhahing laxic fumes from the
chemcal

The district administration finally
moved in and with the help of the
Karachi Metropolitan Corporation’s
Fue Brigade Departent and Bomb
Disposal Squad, removed the chemical
ftrom the Shershab warehouse.

Tl that nme, none had realised the
pravily cof the situation, nof was
anybody aware as o what kind of
chemical they were dealing with It
was because of this ignoranie that six
of the tiremen nvolved 1 the shifting
of the chemical from the worshouse
were afflicred and had o be admiced
1o different ciry hospitals

Witnessing the growing rate of people
falling victim to this subslance. the
rescue team led by the area Sub-
Dhvisional Magisirae (SDM) decided
tw gel rid of the chemical- even before
gelung it properly analysed. Ignorance
may be a blessing for some bt n ths
case il proved disastrons Without
realising the consequences,; the area
SDM asked the fire brigade personnel
o throw the chemical inio the Lyaii
nver

The material rematned lying in and
around the Lyari river (under a bridge
pnear Lyari Railway Stalion on
Maunpur Road) for abaul 12 days
Parts of it were Tyimng in an open drain-
the originel dumping sie whils some
were lell 2t the Shershah warehouse,
even after the main chunk was shified
fram there and thrown in the Lyai
nver

It was revealed to the authorities after
12 days that the material was nol only
highly wxic but explosive as well and
that it could <cawse severe
¢nvironimenial and health problems
Only after a sencs of news ilems

Continued on Page 2
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LAW INTO

OUR OWN HANDS

owever much our legal
syslem seems clogged with
graft. inefficiency. misman-

agement and cormupnion. it 5 slill owr
only means of redressal if we are o
remain non-viglenl, peace-loving
crzens

The judicial system 15 fraught with
fault. At the local level, 1t still awails
separation from the executive. 1 is
grossly undermanned and under-
woemanned, that 15 te say the numbcer
of judges have not pgrown 1in
propurion Lo the populalion. Judges
are ill-paid and have 1o cperate in
abeminable working conditions
which are net conducive 10 clear,
objective judgements. Compelzne
lawyecs are few and expensive as
many olhers have degenerated inlo
relying on influence and graf Lo
achieve teir client objectives
Nevertheless, the situalion slowly
improves for those who wish 10
apply for Public [nterest Litigation
to saleguard or improve their
environment Basic knowledge of
the law 15 thus our fundamental duty
and responsibility. If we, the public,
do nol apprise curselves of our
rights. 1ndividuals who pursue
prvare prolit by neglecting, 1gnocing
and indeed overriding poblic need
will continue 10 forge ahcad, hinding
loopholes where (hey can
Activaring legal processes thac
safeguard our nighis bave now
become an obligation on the part of
every conscious, educated ciuzen,
both on our own behalf and on
behalf of those who, burdened by
poverty, cannot find a voice,
SHEHRI-CBE has imbaled iis Legal

Cell with the appointment of &
qualified. experienced lawyer, Mrs
E.C. Pino as [ucharge, Legal Cell.
In zddition, Mrs. Amber Alibhai, a
compeleni and dedicated lawyer and
SHEHRI member, continues lo
volunteer her services Togetber this
team has already proved thar wrongs
can be sel right if we go abour It
ditigently armed with knowledpe of
lhe law and some commitled
citizens &

The tropical rain [orasts are being
destroved al the rale of an area the
size af a football pitch every second.

L

Sometimes
Even Your
Worst Enemies
Deserve
Special Gare!

)
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PUBLIC INTEREST
LITIGATION

THE POOR MAN'S SOLE WEAPON

By Mrs EC. Pinto. Advocale

wmnan rights have been
assured 1o us vide the
Cansltitubion of the lslamic

Republic  of Pakistan 1973
classifying themn as
hasic/tundamental righls {as given in
Part 1E, chapler I caplioned
Fundamenta) Rights under Articles 8
to 28 of our constilution). Inspite of
this, almost 85 per cent of our peaple
are unaware of their rights and Ihe
few that have an inkling of the same,
{ind it difficult (o make any headway
for legal relief moatly because lhey
are hampered by [ear. paverly,
neglect or indifference

I once had the appartunity of meelng
“"The Poor Man's Judge” as he is
commenly cailed He was no other
than Mr Tustice (R) P.N, Bhagvati
(Chief justice of the Supreme Cowt
af India) I listened to all that he had
10 say about “Public Inlerest Litiga-
uon” He was the first to construe,
interprer and put inte  practice what
he feit could be redressed of the
grievances of lhe desperale. destilure

and down-lrodden masses through
Public Inlerest Litgation (PIL), Now

fear their aften well-established,
moneyed and influsntial opponents,
and they fear thal they may nol be
heard Our rural sociery 1s still
tradilional with emphasis on
communily life and paternalism
This makes a person dependent,
indifferent and unasseriive Iiis
ganerally fell Ihat enly violaion of

Continued on Page 7

the queslion arises: Where did the
idea of PIL come from™ It came [rom
nowhere! It was always presenl
pur Consiilution, As far as the poor
are concerned, Justice Bhagvati suys:
“The success of tradiional legal
service programmes depends upon |
wwo Factors (1) The person affected
should be able 1o realise that the
problem he faces 35 a legal problem
and that a lawyer can help mm, and
(2} He must know where he can get
such legal help ™

Like any poor couniry, Pakistan has
many deep-rooted differences such
as caste, creed, colouwr, socio-
ecanomue status ele. The question of
a poor man asserting himself in our
society, s chances of awareness
and the nan-exislence of liligation-
onenled legul services combine Lo
creale a conducive set of condilions

for PIL. In addition, the poor find 3 |

difficult to approach lawyers as they
fear the need 1o pay high lces, they |

Surf washes cleanest...
and it Shows.

g“n

Help prevent water
pollution




_

o

—

SEMEEIRL

206-(5, Block 2, PECHS
Karuchi- 75400, Pakisean
Tel Mos.: 441769, 442578

Fax: 92-21-4338220

Editer: Murrais Ranman
MANAGING COMMITTEF:

Chairperson: Sevaa | lusenr

Vice Choirperson: Cioi

Foer 52
General Secretary? | luma m 2abmen

Treasyrer: Khztb Anmed

Members: Darign Azor Zpby
rossen Jatery
Faxlian Arvaar

SHEHRI STarF:

Coordinalor: Ao Kanzd a

Asst. Coardinator: A¢ Js—an
Asst. Publications: Aza Ami-

Incharge Legal Cell: M4 EC P,
Advecale

SHEHRI Sup-COMMITTEES

Folulior sLbea~mitae

i Corsenvalion and Harloge
sLbcommites

i Madia ad Ouresch subcom—ites

o legal sabeommitias

| Parks and Recrealon [Developmer]
sUCOMmM fee

it Tond daser sibco~mites

Subrcormites membershi

all members o SHEHRCBE

Repraducion o cricks 15 welcomo
croviding 1e scurce 15 dcknawlasged

The arheles Fnewes fems published o ha
SHEL IR nzwesleter do rot recsssanly
anprass tha views of tha Editer/Eoilona!
Brard

Caonfributions are welkcome
Inveresied conirbiers shoud conmct fhe
S=EFIR office lor wiiters guideines

o RATES

Ul

F

(e s &
Ploco ) of pashlicotion: Laod
it oo

lfmmzliona
-

Digtribation:

- Ghigad
e A
Sheat 4520, Sechin
Pegesi &
ALL ADVERTISEMENTS ARE
GXS VLI 512

Colour
|, Fronl Paga:-
Bodk Poge., k1500
Blmk el White -
paide pogast . 207}
SHEHRICHE dpech bl y
Coreordyan e ominslforks nos
chbar | e pecil e crning i
,:.El_::u'g.ij ol o el 'llf'j:n:ﬂ_ﬁl:_lng
LR ST DTS H

B 1500

Thar cemicda st Erefmmomesd el
Haehh» Chamiesh; Hebds cod te
Eryranmen o 3
‘e e el B .
MO GBS Wembak SHEHRFCAE.
Sip o wi nadeindy el ol ans
i wraarly megrrt=s

Member ol

IUCN

nrlil Goeservation Unios

Industrial areas atl over the countiry pay no heed
to safe melhods of toxic waste disposal. The city
adminisbration and the civic bodics who are
responsible do not have any contingency plans to
deal with emergency silualions arising from
toxic chemicals. Even relevant by-laws to check
this menace do not exisl.

Cenrmued from Page 1

appeared m (he pont media were the
authorities compelled to gel the
chemical examined at the Pakistan
Council of Scientific and Indusimal
Rescarch However, the PCSIR
officiils retused (o have the maledia)
analysed, saying that they did not
have the required equipment for the
Job. The mialenal was rhen analysed
by the Hussain Ebrehim Jamal
Rescarch Inshitute of Chemistry of
the Universiy of Karachs The
analyses of HEI experts proved 1t
be Meta-dinitrobenzene, a highly
roxic chermical that alse had about 56
per cent explosive strength of
Tiinitreluene (TN'T) and “could be
used 1n an emergency when TNT was
nal available ”

Anralyses 21 HEJ also revealed that
the chemical conld cause failure of
the respiratary sysiem and cyanoss in
whuch e color of human sk wrns
hlne due w 11s adversc affect on blowd
haemeglebin. Exposure 10 it could
alsn Tead 1o verugo, severe headache,
cramps, coma and Finally death
Physical contact could cause skin
immitation and eczema

The heavily populatcd area around
Lyari nver ensures that thovsands of
penple will be adversely affected
This may not show up 1mmediately
but like most carcinogens, Lhis
chemical will probably have long-
lerm and insidious effects, The
chemical has already mixed wih the
sludge of the Lyari river which wall
ulimately teach Lhe human body
afler emering Lhe food chain, through
sea-food Forwunately  some
independent experts in the ficld pot
invalved including Tir. Mirza
Arshad Ali Beg and Dr. Parvalz
Naim Dr. Beg is cx-director of
Pakistan Council of Scientifie and
Industrial Research (PCSIR) and 1s
presently  Chairman, Siwanding
Commiteee on Environment of the
Federalion of Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (FPCCIL)
Dr, Naim is Deputy Programme
Coordinator of the Inwernational
Union for Conservahon of Matare and
Natural Resources, FJCN- Pakislan
The interest Laken by 1hese cxpens
gave a boost o the lssne and  finally
the ¢chemical was taken out of the
Lyari river and then, afler a few days,
disposed off on Sunday, May 23, in
Baldia sub-divisian, some 25
kilometers away from the main cily
area of Karachi.

It was & day-long operation and the
personnel  of a number  of
departments paricipaled in it, despite
the fear that the chemical was toXic
and could cause senious harm. For
almaest 12 hours, the entire District
West administration, officials of law-
enforcement  agencies posied in he
district, KMC's Fire Bngade
Department, Bomb Disposal Squad
and some other concerned people

remained involved 1n the operation W
get nd of the toxic chemical The
personnels fear was truly jusificd as
abour six officers had  bocn senously
affected during e earber operation
of shifting the chemical Despile
taking precaurions, a truck driver was
affected by the fumes and was
immediately rushed 1o a bospatad. [Lis
imporlant, although sad, 10 note the
apathy on the parl of the media
[nspite of the facr that the woxic
chemical could have caused serious
environmental and health problems
tor Karachiites in general and
thousands Living on the Lyan nver
embankments in parncular, none of
the mewspapers, cicept one, Lell u o
be of any worlh. Nor anly thal- the
issue was not regarded as imporlant
enough for the cily to give it front
page coverage Fxcepl fur a lew
reports, and that too of ihe
anlortunale deaths. nothing much
was reporled m the priat media io
order 1o keep the issue ahve I is
ironic that 1ssues such as these are not
on the pricrity of our nabonal papers
In developed couvniries, such issues
are not only given priorily, but therc
are also departments to deal with any
such situation. Ironically, not a single
depatment or agency in Karachn was
reaily o rake responsibility 10 dispose
off the toxic chemical

The situation has become alaiming
With inadequate or non-gxisient
equipmenl and facilities in indusioes
using toxic chemicals, the possibility
of mishaps increases. Also, the
improper dispesal of toxic waste has
become a2  majar  cause  of
environmenial and health hazards
adversely affecting the local
population. Research and surveys
done by experts reveal that a large
number of people are enher affected
from slow poispning or are geuing
skin diseases due o this. Although
situations such as these are commonly
witnessed in our sociery {even though
ignorance of health hazards ete, often
means that the patient 13 unaware thal
he is  suffering  due to
environmental'potution hazards from
exposure at his place of work,
through indusinial wasle-
contaminacion of waler/ibe food
chain and o on). lhey are a rare sight
in  any developed counlry.
Mevertheless, one does hear of
instances where such mishaps do
occur in these countnes also
However, public reaction 0 them is
so fervent and official response so
prompt that the problem is often
tuken carg of before i1hey can
constitule a serious harard Lo socicky
In nur country, the general apathy and
disregard for any sorl of measures to
prevent pollution and mishaps can
best be given by an example of an
mdusiry in the Hub Industrial Arca
which had dumped a highly roxic
material within 18 own compound. 1t
was some sort of chlorinated acid, a

by-product of the industry, winch the
awners had [aled o sell in the
markel, When the factory was vivited
by some cxpers. 1L came 1 Gighe that
the toxic malenal had sceped inlo the
esrth and was prohably causing
setious contamination of (he waler in
adjacent water wells, This is only cne
case [ndusliies all over the couny
pay no heed Lo safe methods of toxic
waste  dusposal The oy
adnuntscration and the civie bodies
who are responsible do nol have any
contingency plans o deal with
emergency sitwations ansing from
toxic chemicals. Even relevant by-
laws Lo check this menace da not
exist. The agency responsible lor
Jdealing with solid and liquid waste
management in the ciry 15 the Karachi
Merropolitan Corparation (KMC). It
has been made responsible under the
Sindh Local Government Ordinance
(SLGO) ol 1979 Howeser the KMC
is not properly equipped to desl with
toxic material. Only 1ts Fire  Brigade
Department  looks  after such
si1tuations buc 1L 15 also  poorly
equipped and does nol have the
trained personnel required (o combar
a wiluation such as that which arcse
afier the Shershah incident Afler
Shershah, people concerned about Lhe
environment voiced  serious doubts
about Lhe present capability of the cily
adminisiration and the KMC 1o
handie such a swuation. II was
thercfote discussed and sugpested by
concerned citizens that i addilion to
properly trained KMC and police
personnel 1o combal such a sitalion
a committee af experls in the field
should be formed 10 deal with such
crises .

The prority of the.olbcials should be: |

1) w0 ensvre that thousands ol workers
emploved by the induscrial seclor
using toxic chemicals should be
provided with adeguate protecuve
gear.

2} w develop safe methods lor
transportation and handling of %
materital and dumping of its wasle
under  the  supervision of
Eunviranmencal Prolection Ageney
{EPA) ufficials. The Sindh EPA
could be allotied a piece of land far
ifrom the city for esiablishing a
sanitary landfill

3) faclory owners, including hig
corporanions, mulunationals as  well
as small-lime busincssmen, who are

responsible lor creating  these
disasiars should be booked unde
relevant laws so ax 1o establizh
determing precedents

I'he Skershah incident <hould be
encugh o open the eyes of (howe
sitting at the helm of affairs in the
govenunent The need of the hour 1<
wy take immediate sieps in
conslitating a commitice and 2
contingeney plan w deal with roxic
wmaterial, No doubt the ciuvzens of
Karachi, resadents of the Bigpest
mndusirial city ol the counrry, are
wilnessing serious environmemal
degradation They could be saved
from seeing their worst mehtmare
come irue- the Bhopal iwagedy is sill
alive i our memeties

One ray of hope 1s that the EPA
S1ndh is in the process of forming 4
Comminee which can be conlacted
immediately to deal wath any  sirnilar
mishap 1n the folure, This was staed
by Mrs Mahrah Akbar Rashei,
Direclor EPA Sindh, a lew days afier
the Shershah meident Let us hope
that the EPA is true Lo its word and
that this Commillee does not remain
on paper on]y, bur starts periorming
its duties immedialcly®

A

| INTRODUCES
LEAD-FREE'

PAINTIN
PAKISTAN

Ll i pmpredlent in meany of
the pnta grduged in e conmyy
=nd gven amafl amedhiy of 1
imbalerf or gl s aecammlae
{1 thie Bindye thie etfecti of Teml
pesizoming, b whichy ubilinen
Cparlicalie Ty pEneeprbie, ey
|7 i Niside damen s 00 (R ErEDua
aysted &nd hwadng niaeming
- baMining pin e, ]
Micadful of sl b of lesd,
Merger Paknis Hey decided, aib
mmediaee elfeet el minlly

Tirs goard mdbn
gan P T ey e P b Ry
I

o v [ A I ey il

If your Application software can'l Inlegrale
this many business funcations,
then upgrade to BPCS

i vm iof) e
i g £ T gL |
T e ]

vt sl R | ER TR

Caa o e e B Rl i b eadin
&R MITE Lhri Ao o arren

X wrdils Compuin

€]




SHEIIRI PAGE

THIRD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

e third AGM of SHEHRI-

CBE and elections far the term
1993-94 were held om
Samrday, Aprl 24, 1993. Elections
the Managing Commultee ook place
before the meshng which was
conducied by Navaid Husain,
Cheairperson, SHEHRI-CBE. The
Meeting began with ihe confirmation
of the minuces of the last AGM held

-
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in May 1952, After that, the Annual
Report and the Aadiled Statement of
Accounts [or the year January 1,
1992 - December 31, 1993 were read
out and M/s Hyder and Co, were
rezppoinicd as SHEHRY S auditors
{or 1993, Mr. Waris Hashmi, the
Elechon Commissioner, announced
lhe names of the successtul candidates
for the thrze vacant posts  of

OF SHEHRI-CBE

Exccwive Members of the Managing
Commitlee as well as the Office
Bearers who were elected vnnpposed
The mew Managing Commuree of
SHEHRI-CBE 15 as tollows
1. Chairperson - Navaid Husain
2. Vice Chairperson - Qazi
Faez Jsa
3 General Secrelary - Humaira
Rahman
4. Treasurer - Khaok Ahmed.
5, Exgcutive Member -
Danish Azar Zuby
& EBxeculive Member -
Hassan Jaffery.
Fxeculive Member -
Farhan Anwat
During the discussion that followed
many imporianl issues reparding
SHEHRI were broughn up with many
members actively pariicipating and
expressing their views and opinions
The newesl member of SHEHRT's
staff, Mrs. E.C. Pinto, who is a
lawyer, was ipwroduced to all present.
Afrer the meetng which was held in
the Goethe Library, tea was served
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INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR ON
ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION

n April 29, 1593, SHEHRI
ollabarated with PASSP

(Pakistan Associalion of
Seientists and Scientific Professions),
1EP (Imstitute of Engineers, Pakistan)
and TEER (Instimte of Environmental
Engg. and Research. NED University)
o organise an  internalional seminar
on environmental pallulion

The seminar, which was divided into
four sessions, was addressed by
several experts who spoke on every
sspect of environmental pellution
from sustainability ta the legal aspects
of environmental protection and
poliuuoa contral. Apart from experts
from  Pakistan, the seminar was also

addressed by

e

guest speakers from the UK and
Bangladesh.

Navaid 1lusain (Chairpersen,
SHEHRI) spoke on environmental
jssues and SAARC and Dr. Mirza
Arshad Ali Baig (SEED) read a paper
sn the slatus of environmenlal
paliution in Karachi. Other speakers
included Engr. Keban Ahmed
(NESPAK), Mr. Kamil Sheikh-
Advocale, Dr. M.R. Sabayo (MUET}
and Engr. Mohd. Mahsin Qureshs
(DCET).

The conclading session af the semunar
included recommendations made Lo
the Gavernment of Pakistan which
included the creation of a data base
and the laying down of quality
wandards for air, warer, waste water
and industrial elfluents. Other
recommendations included enhanced
coordinalion between EPAs and
NGO, use of mass media for creatton
of awareness, education of individuals
apd the creation of o compelent
Execulive Commiwee 10 aid the
Environmenial Proteclion Council
(EPC) of Pakistan @

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES:

1 INTER-COLLEGIATE
POSTER COMPETITION:
SHEHRI-CEBE, in collaborplion with
Dlarians (D J. College Cld Students
Assaciation) is organizing an inter-
collegiate pester compeuuen in
aug./Sep 1993. The lite of the
competition ‘"Towards a Belier
Environment’, aims ro generate ideas
for a brughter, sustainable fuiure. The
litle covers recyeling, reuse,
regenerauon. suscainable
development. reforesiation, adopuon
of alternative gneigy $OUrces €0

Invilations have already been sent lo
approximalely 35 colleges in Karachi
requesling Lheir participation in the
event. The posters submitted will be
exhibited at the Arts Council of
Karachi after which a panel of five
judges will choose the winners. Prizes
will he given to the sden1s wha
submit the three best posters and will
he Rs. 5.000, Rs 3,000 and Rs. 2,000
respectively

Any colleges who would like Lo
participuie in 1he compelition should

conlact the SHEHRI-CBE affice for
further details

2) SEMINAR ON 'KARACHI—
TODAY AND TOMORROW' :
SHEHRI, in collaboration with the
Karachi Theosophical Sociely, is
holding a seminar on the above Lopic
on Augusl 6, 1993 to mark the 41st
death anniversary of Jamshed
Nasserwandi, known as lhe maker of
modern Karachi, and a greal
philanthropist. Deails 1 the next
1550e @
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VORLD ENVIRONMENT
DAY
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v eurk the ogession ol Wik
Frwiri mt Dy, ligld oo
Tame 5 every yeor, SHEHRI-

ursday, April 22, 1993 was

I Earth Day and lo mark Lhe

occasion, Leo Club orgamsed a

Mzla in which several organisations

participated. This mela. which was

held at the ideal logation of Hill

Park, artracted a larpe number of

visitors WWTF, IUCN, SCOPE, TRC,
Cpliex, SHEHRT and otbaers hod ol

FARTH DAY MELA

CBE and FPAP (Family Planning
Association of Palastan) conducled a
rree plantation campaign in Karach
Three areas were chosen and
approximarely 100 saplings were
planicd mn each arca, W he laliowed
up later with more plantation. Repre-
sentatives of FPAP and SHEHRI
visiled the three areas viz Rehman
Coleny, Old Golimar and Baldia
Kalchi Abad: on May 27. Tune 5 and
Jupe &, respectively On all three
days. members of SHEHRI gave
shorl Lalks 1o the residenls on the
importance of trees, canses and
effects of pollunon and what they
soild do o better the stae of the
environment 10 their areas

Manv residents enthusiustically
supported the Lree plancalion
campaign and were mobilised la
spread the word of environmental
pratection among their families,
{nends and nzighbours @

set up stalls on the premises. An
EarthWalk and posler exhibition were
also held as well as a short play aceed
sut by school children. SHEHRI con-
ducted a membership drive for
children and about 30 children
pecame Junior Citizen members of
SHEHRI-CBE®

SHEHRI-CHE s nis' members are:

L5
[ELH
139
144
11
143
{LET
144,
145
146

e Mishamed L
Mr, Farhatullah
Ms, Maryam
Ch. Hasmal
147, Mr. R
148, M.

149. M
150, Syed
151
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hirs, Amner Albhni- Lawyes

M. Btibiag A, Pirschas Huglnsamon
L, S Hasn- Engineer

hir, M Tabiir Qubeabi- Farest Offecer
hr, Muishts [ Dawond- E
ir. Shabussr Safibar B

nl Tngloeef

{m- Belipw, Sindh Hismeizal Seciety
A& Mergnoni- Hamkig
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v, Fohadict Wddbumocl: Profetts Masngee

150, by, Abdul Ghaffar Malik- Social Wiarker
140, M Fayaz Ahmed: Renpes Fosest Dffices
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 Association For Protection of Environment

environmeniak NGO that was
set up in Augnst 1992 mosily by
environmental  engineers and
planners The primary objective of the
founders of A PE was to create
awareness among people and
communilies regarding environmen-
1al issues. A P.E conducts awareness
campaipns on topics such as solid and
liquid waste management inciuding
waste generalion, collectzon, disposai
and lreaiment
Throvghout its existence, 4 PE. has
pdid particular atlenlion to waate
managemenl and has conducted
extensive research in this field. The
orgamisation promotes information
and education regarding waste
reduction at all levels and encourages
and arganises community participa-
lion particularly in Jow income Jocall-
lies and "karchi abadis’. Warkshops,
seminars, lectures and  training
courses are frequently organised by
A P.E. for differen: targer groups
inchiding laymen, government bodies

ssociauon for Prolection of
Environment (A.P.E)) 15 an

Reduce

Reuse

At a Worksfiop orgased By AP, from Jeff to right ars: Mr. Bars!! Paulsson, World
Bank Advisor, Dr. lgbal Al of (EER, Rehan Ahmed and Farhat Naz Babman of A P E,

and iocal grassroots organisations.
A.P.E. provides iechnical and
financial assislance lo small-scale

wasle recycling enterprises and
promoles income generarion activilies
from wasle, assisting in waste reuse

and recychng technologies Activilies
organised by A P.E. are ofien 1o
coordination wilh federal, local and
municipal gavernments. research
institutions and agencies while AP.E
also warcks to promolte, collaborate,
assist and mention links with other
similar national and inlernational
organisalions.

In addition to all rhese aclivities,
APE regularly publishes informa-
tion on aspects of waste management,
reduction, reuse, recycling and
esource recovery and encourapes lhe
formation of similar local groups and
chapters in alher cilies of Ihe country
Says Rehan Ahmed, President & PE |
who is an envitonmental and public
bealth engineer, A PE s trying to
create awareness and disseminale
information and education 1o the
masses regarding waste rinimizalion,
proper collection, disposal and
effective rense "A P E s activities are
not confined to Karachi alone It has
undertaken prejects in olher parts of
Sindh and the Punjab

A P.E has been represemcd by its

Recycle

members at several workshops and
seminars conducted by oganisations
such as Institute of Envirommental
Engineering and Research {NED
University), Karachi Leo Club,
WWE, EPA Punjab, Cencal Jaycees,
WHO and others A PE. celebrared
Universal Children’s Day and
conducied programmes highlighting
environmental issues at two colicges
in Karachi which were attended by
aver 1,500 students.

A Workshop  for teachers of schools
in the Kot Lakhpal slum area of
Lahore was also organised to spread
awareness abour envircnmental
pollatien. [n addition, 4 P E. has
conducled workshops pn 'Community
Panicipation and Education for Solid
‘Waste Management’ and on *Sanitary
Landfills and Feasible Oplinns for
Solid Waste Disposal' APE also
supervises and provides guidance ro
students and  others who are
conducting  siudies on  waste
managemenl ¢
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT
NETWORK

tn Uased Mations Conference

of Envimamsani ahdl

I Developument  [UNCED), alss
knowi i the Baih Sumimil, sl ek
in Rio de  Jinghw im June 1502,
reilied in a global plan of sciap
fpentla I1- endorsed by ovee 120
cisimitbes. The plan emphasbzed the
Impormancs of envinmmensaly sl

technolopy, education, pablic
swhronces und  frmimimg, oo
conperminm fif sepacity boilding,

The Unkted Matisms Developsest
Programane [UNDP) had heen given
ihe lesd resprnsibility ot the Earth

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

NETWORK

Summil {or cepaciry buliding  w help
developmy  courtiles Tormulate
ecinnmic, wocind nod - =pyvinmmameial
ol plans, peogramimes sed pobicis:
thar kesd 1o smstainabde development
Fortumaiely, in 1260 UNDP hai
already Initiated & proposal for a
Susialnable Developminl Nedwiick
(SDNG-  which ix viewed us an
Imdispremiable ool for implementing
nmismal Aprnida 21e

Filot 50Ny have been lsunched in
Tour continems vir, Asm, Africo,
Eurogie and South Amesica Hy the
enil af the pilol phase wver 13
commivies will kave heen conddemed
e S04 and by the end af 1993, %
many 8y 4 comuniries coold he
exinbiidhing 5Dy

DN cambine shEc e
anmmaL b, (xce-to-face mesi-

€

|egs, and | jather mesns of Comdis
\catima tir link sourves and usery of
imfurmation on atEikibie deseiop.
mest 6 povirnmem, research, noo
Eotermmieatul orgEmisation,
erawmais il snirepreneunial | aopan
st om0 globad scole

The SO 1 more than o indommeition
network. SDMs forter imformed
dizlogise amd communicatinns tn
empiaver stockholders- (hnke wha
wiend 0 bhe disecthy sffecres hy
deeiopiesl- 10 bottms nuue wtive
participaniy in the public procen
Enemdiable pristessas ax well
public or community pasticigalns in
deciomn making ure cuampies of Lhe
Ivpes of comauitaron thet an 50N
ervarnges and hecmmes jgvolved
wih

THE SN TN PAKISTAN

The pilot phase of the project alzrted
Im Deécember 1992  wilh  [hie
appointment &f Or. Clmar (s
Duuslperta an' Cosordimaror and n e
of researcher. The ‘projeci sk
embarked won 4 series of ks
stipulated by LINDE endl i Steering

THE POPULATION EXPLOSION
The world may bave escaped (he
nucher hobicaus or may imvene
someihing 1 replundch the fast
digleling coone- Sxvar, ban doveloping
commtries like Fakixten arr hemsd by
& differemt spoclor, thal of the
populution cxpsios or Bl boim-
e problem  That v organicatly
conoected g her development and
which b namest out 10 be the: bigies
ey of plamming.

Swdies  shew  thar Pakistsn's
papalntion. ket grown from 325 mik
limn in 1932 w1175 miltion indey,
Ximo halbrics ane bom cvery minute in
At millkie pecple sre added s the
population every yaar, Fakivun's
populstion growin mis s 1 percem
por ammpm, which (0 lugher than aBl
afher lofge developing comntries, A1
@in mite, Pakivian's populomon will b
2300 milEom by the year 201 5
Population conbrol wan warted in e
period of Chenaral Ayuh Bham iin ihe
Inge fifties and lea neet the nphest
roaistance sipce thot- the main

READE

¢

ohutacie hefing culiinl backwaniness
wiich hay alwys louss] o excune 0
relighm. The elergy of ihe conmiry
frome the very heginning. hae oppoed
populaiien coatral on religivue
groands, Also, ihe petformance of
Popudathon controd upencles had Bean
dismal, S& far they have been
painfully slow im disseminating
minrmation and  sdvcetion  on
papulation contiel. TV, madio,
newEppers, Folk feativals, thenrer and
ey COMMMMNECATION ineum in Vo g
have pever heen affocively umd

Ose fine example of the total
tpmorimce of policy mekiors b popu.
hatiom contend cam hest bo egianed in
he fullrweng fines At @ scminss oo
piputativn contral in Karache. «
almcssion begm . m io whe wis ihe
s b ticder bt popidation condrol. A
participant s (am the derpy, =ning
maadern wcieniific implements Hie
load  aprakers, kept  actively
campaigning againa poqikuion con-
trol. “Feople go five thmes & day 1o
moagues, and list=m (o de tailed

RS’ VIEWS

sermons on Fridays. It would be good
if our ‘maulanas’ too are educatad on
Lhis issne,” said the participant

And the Chief Guest. the then advisor
ta the Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Begum Abida Hussain rose ta her feel,
defending clergymen with a unigue
argument: “It is not our ‘mauianas’
but the gynaecologists who are the
mair: hindrance 10 populstioa control
since they have a material inlecest in
the baby boom™ she statsd. This
utterance by the "well educated and
liberal™ advisor provoked a journalist
who asked a question that generaled
much applause. He asked "Would
you enlighten me as to how much is
the percentage of our population wha
can afford lhe services aof
gynaecologists? And do these people
have large families?”

The government, while accepling that
the growth rate in the couniry is

3.1 percent per annum, has claimed
that it has formulated a strategy lo

Continned on Page 7

Comaminee comprising sposemitives
from LUNDI-HICH-The World
Canzervaten Union, governmant
muimisirses, MOy and ihers.

[ruring ibe imitinl phase ihe S0% febms
will

Asess e oointry’E needs amil
princities In sisninalsle developmen
incimling popuintion e, te e of
wiuneh und ciher soonomes seciov
hmman developmen

lenmtify bocal aci=milichechaicl amd
other infoomation resress, withis
aml oulnie Pabiatan ket waashil fulfii
iBese Mo

Pt an iivintory of existing dis
detwirky mod compuler medim=d
o bt GTlviles o initintives
m Pakistan, and o meeis bow ihe
SDN cinil] wifise them

Expbore the prubilicy of sening gy i
Binfteim Buin] Sviaem m {demabed

s0 Lhat users with 2 compulter and a
modem can access useful information
related to development, and be able to
send electranic mail messages Lo
other users locally

Pravide Irmining for potential users of
SDN.

Conrribute to the discussion for
improving the communications
struchere in Pakistan,

@

Assaciation for Pratection of
. Environment (A.P.E.)
74, Dilkuska Chamber, Plaza Square,
Karachi-3,
Tel #: 7721035, 7724115
Suslainable Development Network
(United Nations Development Pro-

Zramime)
P.O. Box 3099, 22 Bazar Road, G-6/4,
Islamabad- X
Tel#: 92-51-213274, 216374 @

Do you

Then

Are you gualitied
bul unfertunately not employed?

hava a skill which

is not fully employed?

Would you like to own your business
but are shy for lack of fesources?

Prime Minster's
Self Employment Programme
is the right course for you.

W Grant of loans ol Rs. 10,000 to Rs. 300,000 lor meeling
linancial requirements of your viable investment proposals

Leans en soft terms agaisnt any acceptable personal guaraniee

Leans cane be availed by an individual ar a group

Applicailen forms can be obiained iree of any charge

from all branches ot NAP in Sindh, NWFP and Azad Kashmir.
For infarmailon and 1echnical delails, pleasa conlaci

our Branch Managers/Nozal Heads

Sale and sound

Your service is our pride
Mationind Bank of Pakistan

all round
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GEF - MESSAGE FROM
THE SOUTH

F E Whe GEF (Glahsl Fnviropment
Facihivy is a §1.4 billion (199]-

92). 54 government! stare Tund
(of which Pakistan is alvo 2 member}
which formally came nte bhaing
tewards the ond of 1490
When announced, Southern states,
povermments and NGOs expressed
cerlain reservauons about the GEF- s
governance, funding mechanism and

dchieving ita objectves will be m
uesion

iii1*The matier of syntax.” To e
regions, in GGFF synrax ihe issues ol the
Nouth are delined as “glebal”, whersas
the 1ssues ol the south are debined as
“local”™ This bias pervades every aspect
of the GHE

v FRecommendalions.™ The GEF

There was
total
unanimily in
all the
consultations
Lhal Lhe
World Bank
should nol he
handling the
GEF funds.
The World
Bank is not

Consmy | FARDE

known for implementing environmentally-triendly
programmes. (nly Livo per cenl of all its funds are
earmarked for GEF: Lhe rest goes into large
development projects. Further, the World Bank is
neither a democratic institution nor one which is
transparent, accountable and open to the South.

modus operandl, To provide a plattorn
for broad consultations and Lo allow an
equal say te all southern nalions
affecled by the (GEF, WWF (World
Wide Fund for Nature) fnnizted a
project- The Sowthern Green Fund- in
which developing countries in Asia,
Africa and Latin America were asked
(o try and identify. from an exclusively
southern NGO perspechive, the ideal
global envirenmen facility. More than
a hundred NGOs participated in  this
project Reproduced helow are exwacts
fram *Scuthern Green Fund: Vicws
itom the South on the GEF' which can
be Joosely lermed 4 general consensus
of the scuthern stares on the GEF

The regions of the South and some of
Ihe countries Lhat participated in the
worksheop include:

L] Latin America- Ecuador

] Africa- Nigeria

®  South Asta- Pakustan. India
Bingladesh, Nepal

®  Soulheast Asia- Phalippines, and

50 01

I IDENTIFICATION OF ISSUES:
The consullalions in ali he [our regions
found ke idcurification  of
envirenmenial issues (aced by each
region to be classified into GEF-related
or non-GEF relaled issues- thal is.
either as issues included o the four
GEF prioriues of Global Warmung,
Biodiversity, [nlernationa] Walers and
Ozone Depletion, or issues  which did
not fall under these priority areas

1. CONCLUSIONS:;

i)"*These are not oor priorities.”” The
regions were unanimous in their
abservolon that the GEF's priority
ateas are nor cepresentalive of key
envirommental concerns of Lhe South,

11)"The GEF has an incomplete
apenda.” Unal the GEF demonsbuates
ils recogmilon of the relationship
between poverry, pressures on the
resource hase in developing covniries,
and the environment; and unless il
acknowledpes pressing environmenial
needs 1n developing countnes other
than the [our pricrily areas it has
already identified, the GEF's agenda
will be incomplele, and ils success in

stalement of prionnes needs o be
amended Envilonmental concerns
should be pricritized cnly when they
lave been analyzed in relation 1o
poverty and under-development, and
reconcile these with environmenial

comservation In essence, lhe regional
1eport had thiy theught: “The Morth
would ask us how (o revert to
practices in use before the intre-
duclinn of modern fechnology, even
as theic own develepment and
consumption patterns proceed in a
manner thal pays po heed to the
environment, In doing this the North
condemns the Souih to pay for its
own excesses, while siunting the
Souih’s own aspiralions  for
efliciency und ease.”

I STRUCTURE OF GEF: NON-
ACCOUNTABLE

Wharever dilferences there may have

been in the regicns' approaches (o e

GEF, there was unanimity in the

observation thar Lhe World Bank should

not be handhng GEF funds. because:

& the World Baok 15 0ot known for

implemenhing environmemally-

[mendly programs.

@  only 2 per cent of all World Bank

funds are earmarked for the GEF: the

rest pocs (o larges development projects

which are not always enviromnentally

friendly:

[ the World Bank is not known for

(ranspazency, Tesponsibility.

accountabilily, and consullalion,

» the history of (he Bank shows

seanl sensiuvily 1 the socaal

and environmental (mpacts of 1ts

Projects;

L] the World Bank bears direct

respansibulity fur the creation of

widespread delrimencal environmental

impacls

V. THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT:
QUESTIONABLE

Tt will be impessible o improve the
environmental siuaton 1f thers is no
participation of the private sector
particularly  popular and nan-
governmental organizations, as well as
the academic communily and the
privale production secions,

Currently, the siructure and processes of
the GEF do nal allow for, or sncourage,
praater involvement of the privare sector
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m efforts 10 prowect Lhe environment

¥V ALTERNATIVE STRUCTURE

A svulhesis of the four reglons’
recommandations results in the
foltowing structure: (See table above)

VI OPERATING PRINCIPLES AND
PREMISES

. the pagticipation of the NGOs
musl be ensured

[ ] there nust be cfforts to intecrate,
oot separate, nalional and global
concems

®  There must he hasic respect for
nalional/regional priorilies

L] Concern for a sastainable future
must focus on neads 1o extablish sustai -
nability for the present

L] Nen-dependency on donors is a
basic credn thar NGOs would like to see
operanonalized

VII. GEF FUNDING PROPOSAL OF
THE SOUTHERN GREEN FUND
GEF funds in South Asla are being
funneled manly throvgh mterpadional
NGOs Most of the funds are going
through WWF and TUCN

AL the PREFCOM meeungs of
UNCED, 8NGO were allowed a place a1
an informal level, bul 1n GEF even ims

PAKISTANI NGOS’ VIEWS ON THE
SOUTHERN GREEN FUND

PAKISTANI NGOs™ VIEWS ON
THE SCUTHERN GREEN FUND
On one hand, the Norh demands a
madel of development and an
economic patiern which requires the
utilization of narural re sources in a
manner which 1s extremely
darmaging for the environment, and
on the other hand il is now
demanding environmentally sound
practices, The demand for
epvironmentally sonnd approaches
also asks for a reverling back to
some of the agricuhural practices
which were operational prior to the
introduction of modern  lechaology
initiated during the period of flai
modernizanon  spansared by the
Naorth; many of these eld skills of
the farming community are now
lost, Many of the coumries of the
North continue ta provide pesticides
and fertilizers which are extremely
domaging lo the environment. The
multinational corporations conlnue
ro deal in materials which are
extremely hazardous to the local
and global environment
The purveyors of lbese destruclive
elements are from the North- the
very counlries which are demanding
environmental consciousness on (he
part of the Soulh- yer the North is
nol demanding any correciive steps
either from the development
agencics or from 1be  multinaticnal
cofporations . Theic inlent for
ecological soundness has o be
therefore, viewed with a certain
amounl of réserve if not cynjeism.

The international economic syslem
farther depletes whalever  sirained
ecological resources the coumtries in
the South possess. With the cheap
transfer of these resources and
massive debt burdens which the
Scunth has accumulated due to
adverse terms of trade on the one
hand and siringent lending policies
of the North on the other hand, the
wtal debi burden an the Sourh 1s
currently estimaled at over $250
billion, and every year b|elwee1| 550
and &0 billion is ransferred from
the South to the North, According
to the latest UNDP report, the
couarries in the Sooth are losing
$500 hallien per vear to lhe warld’s
financial, lrade and labor markels.
And, according ro the World Bank,
a halving of the irade barriers in the
US, Japan, and the European
Community would rajse
develeping countries’ cxport by
more than 330 billion- almost as
much as the development aid o the
developing world Further, the
resull of the environmental damage
caused by massive emissions and
other hazardous praclices in the
Narth are making the South a
victim of climatic changes which
are not fully acknowledged by lhe
North

Tt can be stared, therefore, thal while
the North is the auther of the
world's environmental crises, it is
prelending w be the world™s savior
through crearing funds like GEF,
which demand environmentaily

sound praclices on Ihe panl of the
South By coentrolling all the
internztional agencies and having
massive funds at their command,
the Narth not only ends up
“blaming the victims™, but also
asking the South (e change their
pracuces without any major
changes in their own sauce-
economic life slyle and
consumption pattern.

There was Lotal unanimity in all the
consultalions, whatever other
differences there may be in their
approaches to GEF itself, that the
‘World Bank should not be haodling
the GEF funds. The "World Bank is
nat known far implemenuing
enyirenmentally Friendly
programs. Only two per ceni of all
the World Bank funds are
earmarked for GEF: the rest gpes
1nte large development projects.
Futther, the Warld Bank is neither a
democralic institution nor one
which is transparenl. accouniable
and open to the South,

On these grounds Pakistan rejected
the GEF altogether, the other
coentries had sericus reservations
about ils priorilies, modali ties and,
commilment te the South.

Compiled by Hassan Jaffery and
Azra Amir Excerpls from:
‘Southern Green Fund: Views from
the South on the GEF'®
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is not allowed
1} How fands may be generated:

Funils may be generated by: .
& chareing @ fixed parcentage of

GNP andfor GDP for envaronmenial
projects:

®  csiablishing an ecalogical lax lor
each nation;

®  serting aside portions of domor
countries” Official Development
Assistance for the environment;

- tapping private sector fund
sources (philanthropic orgamzations
and business corporations);

®  palronage or gills made by
internarional organizahons concerned
about the protection of Lhe covironment:
L] conuibulioas from countrdes who
will decide oo the means which suils
them best lor collecting funds

ii} Some goiding principles:

L] Follulers must be made t¢ pay

®  Paymenl of consumption {ax

1] “The GEF restriction of country
eligsbility

e Trade balances. debr and debt

servicing between Ihe North and the

Sowh has to be restructured so thac

poserly wd environmental concerns do

nol vie agarnst each other -

Contimineet From Page. J

efiminee i i i§ cedire n:.nge
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POLLUTION
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ENVIRONMENT -

SPREADING THE MESSAGE

\ Chinese psician who sings aboul e encroaching sand in inner Mongalli: o

Bolivian radio seap opera that draws on listeners’ knowledge of Tarming: changs

cloth in Fast Africa emblazoned with slogans; o Jamaican gaime in which

progress arnund the boad depends on your eovieonimental actions: a flive-monih

bike ride to influence Mexican text books: retelling myths with a maoral in
Uganda...all innovative ways of spreading the message of environmental

CHINA'S

MEDIA GET THE MESSAGE;
Film-makers, journalists arnd pop
singers are all helping to raise public
awareness abous pollution hazards
and environmental profection.

Mot long after recsiving a TS$13,000
bank loan te raise fish, an elderly
Chitese farmer saw his dream project
o beliy-up. All his fish died, victims
of paollution from a pearby paper mill

prolection.

waler
air and
nalse
pellution
“This shows
that the Chinese
have become more
aware of
environmental
conditions,”
EBut perhaps the most
effective way of alerting
people in China to Lhe urgency
of environmental issues 1%
throvgh television About 7% of
China's 1 1 billion people have
access Io lelevigzon, vastly mare than
read the print media
Fealure films, loo, have had
environmenlal themes. [n his 1990
lilm, “The Atmospheric Layer
Disappears”, Director Feng Xiacning
accused humanity of environmenlal
neglect. Pop singers are also chiming
in. Tenguhr, a singer-songwriter,
warns in his songs of the sand
encroaching on his native region in

With the enviromment now breaking into all forms
of medin and popular entertaimment, puhlic
awareness s growing.

Zhang, the farmer. demanded
compensation from the mill but was
refused He appealed to a local courl
and lost again But Zhang was not
casily deterred. After lodging 200
appeals in higher courls, he [inally
won his struggle, with the help of the
press. A local newspaper was the first
Lo report his story, foltowed by more
widzly read newspapers. The
prominent coverage helped Zhang
win widespread sympathy- and his
coun batile
“Zhang's case was jusi one of 3,000
environmental lawsuils filed each
year,”

says  Yang
Chaofai, an official with the National
Enviroamental Pratection Agency
Enviconmental protection offices
across the country recejved 130,000
complaints in 1991, mostly aboul

Western [nner Mongolia

With the environment naw brezking
1nta all forms of media and  popular
entertwinment, public awareness is
growing In China’s fixst opinion poll
ob environmental malters, surveys
found that four out of five
respondents believed thal the state of
China’s environment was Dor very
safisfactory, More than one-third of
those polled sasd thal “damage fo the
patural environment” was Lhe single
mosl serious obstaclz 1o China's
economic development.

TWO-WAY RADIO NURTURES A

o=
CULTURE: -
Five times a week, Bolivion peasanis
rush to their radios to hear the lmtest
fustaliment of a ‘radionovela’-
everyday tales of Andean foll, woven

from lecal traditions and
legends about farming and the
t, acted by indig

eRwir

people in their awn langages.

Radionavelas broadcast by small
native-language radio slations
vperaled in Bolivia are as popular as
any soap opera anywhere, with
lislener numbers soaring when they
go on the air. The stories, which reach
up 10 2 5 million of Belivia's six
million people, relate directly and
realistically lo peasant life, and are
aimed a4 stimulating thought and
debale aboul ihe problems peasanls
face Careful research goes inio
recovering local slories and legends
reluting to lhe environment;, Lhes¢ are
then 1pcorporated  into  the
radionavelas, which usually run inlo
180, 20-minute episodes. Listeners
contnibule their knowledge of the
logal environmenl and traditions
directly lo the radio statons during
compelitions. Radio San Gabrel, for
example, 1an a hugely popular contest
aimed at recovering tradiuanal
knowledge abeut the polala, the
principal Andean cgop- expertise that
is in danger of being lost as “modem”
farming practices take over.

The radio asked listeners (o describe
ways of derermining when 10 plant
seed poratoes and of predicling the
nature of the next growing seasan
Mare than 2,000 people responded,
submitting enides an average of 10
pages long, complele with drawings
and charls w illustrate their points.
Radio is an excellent 1ol for rurai
communicalion because a radio sel is
inexpensive and does not require a
formal electricity supply, which in
any case is not available in the
countryside Radio stations are 2
perfect  medium  for  poort,
geographically isolated regions,
where illiteracy rales are high. And
locally run stations that encourage
wide parlicipation can provide a
powerful counter lo Wesleraising
influences fram cilies. Indeed, they
have played an impaoriant parl in
Bolivians' centuries-long  and
remarkably successful struggle to
hold onta their culture.

VICTORY FOR MEXICC'S CHILD
CRUSADER: Thanks to a small boy
on a licycle, Mexican
w children are now better
¢ informed about environ-
mental mafters,

Omar Castillo, 15, has already
spent half his life campaigning
for the envirenment. When he
was 8, he walked 1,400 km
from Mexico City to 1he fast-
vanishing Lacandon rainforest,
and Jater camped oviside Ihe
president's palace in Mexico

Cily. Since then, he has also
marched and biked across the
couniry lo proiest against pollation
and nuclear power starions.

He believes children are the only
hope: “I've talked 1o many children
in Mexico and } know that 1hey
think as I do, Al children want a rain
forest to be there when they grow up.
The earih is very sick. Only the
children can heal the planel; we've

got 1o take charge No one else will
Omar has fought hard o ensure
children are as well informed as
possible. by campaigning to have
enviroumental education included in
the schoal curriculam He and his
[ather undertook a five- monih bicycle
trip across the country o canpaign
for the Intoduction of coviranmental
matenal into school science books

His extraordinary persistence paid olf,
with a pledge from the secretary of
public education to mclude the
material in text books. “Getting the
envirenmenl into schoel books was
my grealest victory,” says Omar
proudly

FUN AND GAMES WITH A
SERIOUS PURPOSE:
Enviranmental educafion in
Jomaica i strictly practical; chitdrer:
learre as they do, and teach as they
fearn, Children at a primary school in
Kingston have waken it on themselves
lo d0 something useful with the waste
that cluters up the school vards The
Art Recycling Club, a group aged 7-2,
turm old cartons, straws and plaslic
bags into cards, decorations and oy
cars. Children in other schoals have
followed their example, In other
areas, students run their own
environmenlal groups,  under
supervision from teachers. Children in
the clubs have pledged (o protect the
earth. Older children make up songs
and games abour the envirenment,
often using popular folk or work song

gainea towl. renowned for its eye-
calching colours. Far many  years it
has been Fashimable to print slogans
on Khangas, braring nessages, the
way other calimres might pive
greeting cards

A popular khanga slogan formed part
of a Tanzaman literacy campaign
“There is ne end to education ™ A
German NGO promoting family
health designed a beautiful khanga
with the slogan: “Children are a joy,
but what about the health of the
mother?” The Yhanga showed
healthy foods for childbearing
women, along with contraceplive
methods- in other words, eat well and
space your children. One of the first
khangas with an environmental
message has a border of fruits and
leaves, and the words “¥ou eal the
fruit, why destroy Lhe foresi?” There
is certainly scope for more messages
of this sort (0 be conveyed brighdy
and colourfully around the streers and
villapes of East Africa

THE MYTHS THAT WARDED
OFF DESTRUCTION: Some activists
and educators in Ugandae think
story-telling and plays that revive the
conservation messages embedded in
(raditional beligfs could succeed
where modern laws have failed.

In the small Ugandan village of
Manze slands an “untouchable”
forest. Neither timber nor firewood
can be harvested from it withour
inviling misfortune o1 gven death (a

"Enviconmental profeciion is 1ot a new, alien
copcepl, it las boen hore with our sreat
srandparents.. roviving ol myths could prove d
fresh start Towands raising pubilic awareness.”

tunes, to reach the younger children
Environmenla! quizzes are one
papular game.

The children are now nol only
leaming from and teaching them
selves and each other, but ars also
finding ways to spread Lheir
environmental message. Soon Lhe
message will be availabie 21l over the
gouniry in the shape of an
environmentzl board game produced
by the clubs. The game features 4 map
of Jamaica, and you progress around
the board winning or losing points
depending on whether your aclions
help or harm (he environment.

FASHIONING AN ENVIRON-
MENTAL. DRESS SENSE:

"y earth i very sick. Only the childicn can heal
the planet; we've 2ol Io take charge. My o else
SRR, " 1

EBast African campaigners should
ke note of an educational medivm
tha! is so popular people would pay
for it - and it looks good too. The
khanga is 2 brightly coloured piece of
cloth womn throughoul East Africa as
a skir, Lop, sarong, headdress of haby
carrier. Introduced more than a
century ago by travelers from
Tndonesia, the Swahili pame for Lhe
sarong derives from the word for the

oneself or the whole clan. The farest
is believed to be the home of ancestral
spirits, and while other forests in the
area have been felled, this liny one
remains. Is this just a “primitive
African superstision"? Mot exactly,

argues Lawrence Mulindwa
environmental trainer for the UNDP's
Alfrica 2000 Network programme in
Uganda. “We are now realising that
these beliefs were the traditional
Alfrican way of prolecting nature from
mindless destruction,™ he says,
Mulindwa is exploiting this and other
positive myths 10 try w reawaken the
ancicnl concemn for the survival of
nature, Efforts are now being made 1o
bring some of the valuahle traditional
beliefs back 10 life. Schools in
particular use stories and knowledge
of traditiona), ecologically friendly
praclices 1o edncale pupils, and,
through them, the whale community.

Even if people no longer take the
myths seriously. they have good
reason Lo respect the underlying
messages. "Environmerital protection
is nol a new, alien concepl from
Euorope. 1t has been here with ouc
greal grandparenis...that is what all
these mylhs reflect. Reviving old
mylths couid prave a fresh stast
wowards raising public awarzness "

(PANOSCOPE/PANOS Tanvary
1593) @
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PAKITAN NATIONAL CONSERVARON STRATEGY

WHAT HAVE WE ACHIEYED?

The formal acceplance of Lhe
document as Pakistan's environmen-
tal pohcy by Cabinat

The setting up of three institaronal
‘hemes' for the NCS: the NCS Unit in
the Environment & Urban Affairs
Division, the Environmenl Section in
the Minisiry of Plaoning. the
Envirenment Section in Planring and
Development, NWFP and the
renaming of that department to the
Planning, Environment and
Development Department, and the
Sustainable Development Palicy
Institote (SDPI) As lime goes on,
there will be mare of these, and
already Ihe wend is towards thal goal

THE LATEST ON THE PAKISTAN NCS

(NATIONAL CONSERVATION STRATEGY)

The ‘ownership’ of the NCS by a
complex mix of institvtions and
individuals. both within govermnment
and outside 1t- research institutes,
universily departments and NGOs
Some of these lead NGOs are slowly
becoming 2 nuciens which atlract
arcund them olhers lo share their
experience, partner them in projects
and foster leaming.

The development of the Action
Plan for the NCS and the subsequent
donar implementalion conference,
which clearly defined prierities,
donor 1nlerest, and key players in Lhe
next five years of implementation
Perhaps even more sigmficantly, it
broke new pround 1 terms of
incerporaung an NGO and private
secior pertfolie inte that of the

Government of Pakistan (GOP), for
fanding by the donors

The natural rescurce sector
projeets hal are now emergiog for
[unding and support by GOP and
doners, and thase that are developed
by MGOs and other institutions
increasingly show reference w the
philosophy and precepts of the NCS
There is of ceurse the other side- not
negative- but which forces one w
pause and reflect. The sort of dangers
ahead, jusl so we don’t end up Loo
smug and complacent, are.

Start with complacency itself. In
prafessions like ours, it is instructive
to don the hair shirt ar regular
intervals. It aids perspective, and
helps with ground truthing. In an area
where you slart from ground zero,
even 5 per cenl secms a major

achievement While il is extremely
imporiant (o ensure that achievemenls
of the NCS are given [ull and duve
recognition, 11 is equally imporani
recognize thal both the product and
the process are parl of that same
comtinuum of aclion menticned
earlier, and al no poinl is ong in a
sracic stale where one cap rest on
one’s laurels, satisfied ar a job well
done,

Although the NCS§ bases its
conlinued development on reinforcing
mulli- and cross-sectoral modes of
working, there is entropy and mnol
eathalpy built inlo our system. The
tendeacy is (o sectoralise, disperse
and to mainain the (erritorial stalus
quo. If this is allowed w happen, the
straegic dicection of the NCS will be

lost, and 11 will revert 10 heing na
different [rom’ any  Annual
Development Propramme.
Projectisatian is necessary, but il is
crilical to maintain the sirategic
overview. aim [or programmes
which subsume projects, esablish
hnkages for coordination and an
exchange of informarion, and
consolidate whenever possible. While
il i greatly reassuring to know that
a1d trends indicale conlinued support
1 the social sector and enviroamenral
iniriatives of the South, it is imporant
ta establish indigenous leadership and
prorities. if we are re ensure that aid
flows support expressed nalional
needs rather than reflecung doaor
counlry concerns,
We live in inleresling times with the
KCS It enervates and it invigorales
its workers. As with the process 1tself,
the continuing challenge is co find the
balance!
By Aban Marker Kabraji. Courgesy
NCS Bulletin- TUCN, March 199"

Conrtinued from Page 1

law iz wrong whereas violation of
human rights is overlooked. If ane
takes a lock at Article 184(3) of (e
Consitwtion of the Islamic Republic
of Pakislan (1973), one finds ampie
room for supportiig the human
vighls of the general public

The 1dea of PIL is slowly establishing

alieged againsl; appoint & legal aid
lawyer and convert the said
letter/petition summons {of his awn
free will) inlo a constitulienal perition
(case that can be remedied under the
Constiration of Pakistan), After a due
process of law, appropriate directions
would be given Lo ail concernsd
parties e solve the issue To effect
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Hesll in our ceoniry, and the
agprieved persom g often selloved o
disgover thal the proceduze in quivs
almgple. Any Inlringemend af homim
rghts of & eollective group can bo
remedisd thraugh FIL. All ane
pesly do de iswrits g ordimary Isier
ta the Chisf Justice of fhe
High/Supreme Court clearly stiting
the problems encountered, the
adverse effects and the number of
peaple affected, sod saimd it hy
repisiered il Cin recsdps of the said
leteer, the Chiaf  Tustice
will tuke gognisance (Apply hiz
Judicisl minid 30 see) If the protlem
1% spund enouph to iovake the
remedy  ay  provided ino ihe
Constitnber under Ariscle 18443), He
Wwell then wend summond io fhe
complainant as well as the parties

this and rake 11 o the desired
wonciusion, it i impernlave W hive 4
legal service progronme

Saaiul aeton griups coull be Tarmed
keemiog the Follawing wiralégy in
mind: ) by making secia-lepal
imvestigpiions for jdentifving the
Injustices the vaioerable group
sulfers ii) by :denlifying the
deprivalions of their human rights
suffered by hem, and iii) Lheir social
and econpmis enlitlementy wnider ony
low v fegulidions shistsorver. Once
i b dione, B snenad actim proaps
czn hring these findings 1o the nofles
al the povernment, (T oot Tor
redressal, then 1o perronde and
prosmurise ihe poveminent, Mon-
lega| tinything puiside the acgaanl
procei OF law’ g of exposres of
such drawbacks through the news

media often pressurise the
go\’ernmenl a TEMOVE the
inadequacies. The second suwrategy
ibat ought Lo be adopled by social
aclion groups is educalion of the
masses. parricularly the disad
vantaged seciors. The public need to
organise and mobilise themselves,
They shouid be urged 1o cooperale
with other groups situared in a similar
situation They should ke motivated
i0 use metalegal taclics o
supplement and sirengihen slandard
legal Laclics 1o transform law and
society. Another feasible plan would
be ta train para-legals or bare footed
Jawyers (someone who can give legal
“first aid”) in the basic concepts of
law, ils procedures, tactics, and
skitls thal are imperalive to salve
complicated problems. These
‘Tawvers™ should be able 100

(1) identify <he probtems aof lhe poar
(2) give voice to their demands

(3) protect them against injustices

(4) alert them apainst deprivation and
exploitation (5) give them firsi aid in
law, Social action litigatien should
nol be meant for a specific caregory
of persons, On the conlrary, any
unreasanable infringement of human
rights should be enough 1o spark off
PIL 1o temedy the slale of affairs.
‘We t0o can take an active stand in
our colleciive problems and bring
matlers o the governmenl by means
of PIL as well as metalepal raclics
Far examgle, if we were Lo ask
ourselves as ‘shehris’ {cilizens), what
are the environmental problems we
face, they are; i) warer polluticn i)
air pollution iii) noise pollution iv)
encroachmenis and illegal buildings
thar infringe on pur access nights to
public space such as pavements,
parks, parking, {resh air, water, light
el Water pollulion encampasses: a)
the unclean waler thal is supplied to
s which is vused far cooking.
drinking, washing b} the waler that is
found in ponds, lakes, rivers where
all sorls of effluents and induserial
wastes are dumped, irrespeclive of
damage 10 marine life, the food chain
and side effects on human beings. Air
pollution is caused by: a) chimney
smoke emilled from indus-

¢

tries/factories b} smoke emitied by
vehicular traffic ¢) unwarranied use
of pesticides and other chemicals,
Noise pollutian is cavsed by: a)
garages and car show-rooms b)
unscrupulous vse of homs, silencers,
ill-tuned vehicles ¢) disorganised
manufacruring werkshops

Encroachments: these are areas where
maranding builders try @ reclaim
land from ponds, lakes, parks or
amenity plots or illegally construct
commercial buildings in residential
areas. There are others who even put
up faulty conttruction in violalion of
building laws Ther you have the
‘shadr’ {marriage) hall which creates
chaos and a din and infringes on the
privacy of thase living nearby- the
list is endless. PIL helps define the
legal needs of the public in iher own
language It aims al elimination and
prevention of various kinds of
injuslices. 1t invalves novel, radical,
more dynamic and multi-
dimensional uses of law and he legal
process and seeks 1o provide
representation to proups of social and
economic protest. It is directed
tawards the group-oriented approach
to problems of rather than the
individual-oriented methaod of
treatment. Basically it 15 calcuiated w
make the common man maore
powerful, self- reliant and capable of
using the law as a potent weapon for
various purposes, The courts need o
be a debating forum where the claims
af the poar can be agitared for and
the rights which are struggling to be
born but which are often stifled
before birth, are actvalized for the
beneiit of all, The legal and judicial
process is beaching the vehicle for
establishing the claims and demands
of the have-nots which are strugpling
te find expression. Legal dght as a
human right is implicit in Articles 7,
8 and 10 of the Universal Declarabon
of Human Righis and more
particularly, il flows clearly and
ineviwbly from Clause 3(d) 6f Aricle
14 of the Inlemational Covenanl on
Civil and Political Righls {ICCP).
SHEHRI-CBE has recently set up a
Legal Cell with a full-time
lawyer to artend to the problems of

the public affectees who suffer
infringements of their human rights
from the enviroamental poinl of
view, Environmental problems are a
menace of modern Llimes that
encompass large numbers of people
All of us face envirenmental
problems in cne way of another-
maybe in ke form of air pollulion,
noise pollution, water peilution. so on
and so forth, Just lock around you
2nd you will find yourself in the grip
of it Check the water you dnnk;
look at the smoke emitied by cars,
rickshaws, factory chimneys, nat
mentioning the racker crealed by
silencer-less vehicles, worksheps.
garages elc, Look al the modes and
methods  of disposing of industrial
wastes and effluents. Look at the car
showrooms, shops and commercial
dealings thal have encroached on our
resideniial areas, though not marked
in our Masterplan. By the way, is
there any Masterplan al all? Where
are the building rules and
regulations? How do Ibe builders and
influenlial elements pger their
plansfapplications sanctioned? Where
ate the laws ‘and the law givers and
the law observérs? The law 1s
definitely mightier than the sword, if
we only take the moublk Lo appreciate
it and make the besl nse of it t our

own bepefit
STEPS YOU CAN TAKE TO SEEK
REDRESSAL FOR

ENYIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS:
1 Write a letter clearly siating 1he
problem  with all relevant
information regarding location, extent
and causes of the problem 2. Address
it to the Chief Tustice of the High
Court or Supreme. Court (Address:
The Chief Jusiice, High Court of
Sindh, Karachi and The Chief Tustice,
Supreme Codurt of Pakistan,
Islamabad) with a copy to the
Director EPA, Sindk (Address: F-1,
2-B, Bleck 7, Clifion, Karachi) and a
copy lo SHEHRI-CBE.

3. Collect as many “agprieved
persons” as possible Add their
names, addresses (and if possible,
Dccupa‘tiqa\s) to Lhe letter as
signatories

Coniinued from Page 4

reduce: the: groweh tte uy 26 parzEl
iaring the eighth Five Yes Flun. Bl
keoping in view the performpnee i
poveimmenl agencies ahd corrupt
IMareaiicrubd, une cun auspect thak thas
abjecitve lon, will ool be ochigyed ®
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the meeting of the Pakistan
Environmental Protection Council
(PEFC) in Islamebad earlier this
month. As you know, the Council
was set up under the Pakislan
Environmental Pratecden Ordinance,
1983, (he drafiing of which I had the
privilege of being associated

T was conscious of the foct (hat this
body will need o be activaled
particularly because environmentat
concarms did nol receive Lhe priority
they deserved in Lhe early cighties in
Pakistan It is for this reason Lhat the
PEPC confains  a  statutaory
requirement  that the Cauncil meet ac
least Iwice a year, I have been a

member of the Council for some
vears, and inspite of my repeared re
guests, the Council did not meet at all
until May 1993_ The first meeting af
the EPC was presided over by the
caretaker Prime Minister. The
Council agreed to adopt water. air and
noise standards, We agreed to give 4
one year grice period for the
implementation of these standards
which will come into force oo June
30, 1994 On and afier Jupe 30,
1994, all developmental activilies
including the setting up of industries
will have to conform with the emis-
sion and effluent conwol standards
prescribed by the Council. However,

we agreed to give a grace peried of
Upto W years 10 existing indusiries
to ¢onform Lo the new standards.
However, where an indusinal
agtivily dis cavsing massive
degradatjon, we. have the option to
shorten the two years period, I
advised the Council that this wiil be
necessary tn view of the critical
degradation being caused by
industries such as the tanneries in
Kasur, Accordingly, we have 1he
option to lake aciion in such areas and
classes of industries during the two
year moratorium period.

The Council alse favorably discussed
the need to give economic incentives

so (hat the existing industries can
conform with the new environmental
order. It 18 expected that Lhe national
budgel this year will carry important
rehief to enable environmental
protection in the couatry

@

Readers are invited to send in letters
with their views, comments etc
However, we reserve the right o edit
and prim for reasons of space andior
clarjly ®




CAMPAIGN S.0.8— SAVE OUR SEAS

s ocnvionmentally aware

citrzens ol Karacht we all

* o know that our beaches are tull

af litter whieh i< cansing untold harm
w the marnne euvitomnent and the
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SOME PArLCIBaEE Mads xire [Hal even i
Fhigtigiaphs couils

delicate cvastal ecosvalem. as well as
wwinig the aesthetic beawry of these
tzergarinnal spons.

On June 26, 1993, SHEHKL CBE and
Nalianal Youth Counail ol Pakistan

(NYCOP) callaborated o orgamse 4
Feach Clean up Day at Sandspit
Karachi This was e firstin a <eries
of Clean Ups entitled "Campaign
503 - Save Our Scas. all carned oul
with a view to clealtng Awarcness
wboul enviconmental pollubon and
depradaiion and stressing on the need
lar immediate acuion

In all, abour 300 people participated 1n
tlus event, the hrst of 16s kind on such
large scale Many of the parncipanis
were senior und juneor members of
SHEHRI-CBE, rtheir frends and
lamilies as wctl as members ol
NYCOP. A large number were also
trom the Aga Khan Shia Imam Ismail
Couneil for Garlden

O reaching Sandspi at 8 30 am , the
participants organised themselves mio
groups, and anned with large garbage
bags, set oif o eallect whatever liter
they eould find For 2 1/2 hours, the
cnthusiastic supporlers of this
compaign were collecung garbage all
along ke beach

While the collechion was going on,
sorting ol the garbage was taking
place simultaneously Mast of ic
consisted of rubber. plastc waste and
foam, paper and plastic cartons,
pieces of wood, mewl, glass and cleth
and of course, the ever-present, ugly,
plastic bags In all aboul 100 bags
were [illed and deposited 1n the
garbape twek wihich had been sent by
ZMC West After the collecuon. a
certificate distribmion ceremony was
held with Mr Navaid Husain
{Chairperson SHEHRI-CBE), Dr
Mirza Arshad Al Baig and Mr Saud
Siddigu1 of Callex giving away the
cernificales. The ceremony was

Twg arhugdstio faiion membars of 5

foliowed by refreshmenrs

The event was sponsored by Fepy
American Express Bank, Caliex
Pakictan Steel Mill, Habib Bank L
and Enghsh Biscuits

The event helped in ralsing
environmental awarencss amony the
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general pubtic and 1u eduvcarting
peaple about the lact that we
ouselves can solve vul problems 1f
we rake decisive action. SHEHRI
plans w conduct many moere such
campaigns all aver Karacht in the
future

Kesting alter 3 hard day's wark!
Fhoographs  Sved Ageel Almied
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¥ 7 arachi s [ull of yellow cabs.
k Akthough meant 1o provide

cmployment and resolve the
wansport problem, the scheme is

subject 1o rampant misuse. Bought
and used as family cars, perhaps
family planming may be required 10
check Lheir growth!e

1 A fiting reminder of whar the lare
Jam Sadiq did o Karachi .. with a
little kelp from friendly Director

Generals of the KDA (Kacachi

Developient Authority)
2 The phowograph shows just ane

©

ALL AROUND TOWN...

the many new car show rooms o have
sprung up on Khilid bin Waleed Road
w PHCHS. Karacht Nol only are
these commercial establishments
illepally set up o residenrial arcas, but
they also encroach on pavemenls amd
roads How does the Karach: Building
Control Awhoriy (KBCAY jusufy the
tssuance of building perraus on a road
ihat has not been commercialised?

3 and 4 Yet another single slory
building has been demolished to make
wav for yel another mulistory
commercial structure. SHEHRI
demands that the KBCA not lssue any
more bullding permits for high
density living in thic alicady over
burdencd city

RECYCLING
FACTS

e Euch four foot stack of
newspapers recveled saves the
equivalent of a 40 foot pine Lree

@& Recycling one ton of paper
saves one acre of lrees

® Recycling one glass jar saves
enpuph energy 1o light a 100-warl
bulb for four hours.

@ Making new aluminum cans
from recycled cans takes 95
percent less energy than producing
aluminum from bauxite are vizgin
material

11 ?
t@nsmmm

Courlesy Coplgy Township
Reacycling i2epi!

5 Mehr-e-Khayyam fbeter known as
lhe Chfion ‘Nallaly’) empiies inw the
sei near Boaung Basin Recenuy, the
Nallah has changed colour from the
vsua) murky brawn to a bright pink

shade! The explanation:
dyes/chemscals from the indusinal
areas and untreated demeshic waste
are responsible for the Nallah's new
lock @
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