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Never doudi thar @ small group o;

thoaghtful. commitied citizens can

vhange the world. fndeed, it's 1he
only thing that ever has.

— Margaret Mead
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Shehri-CBE, citizens for a better environment
Annual General Meeting 1996
Report

The Annual General Meet-
ing of Shehei-CBIL lor the
year 1994 was held at [Hoel
Mearrialy, on March 30, 19946.

It is an event when ull the
Guneral Body Members of
Shehn-CBIE, meet and ex-
change their views and dis-
cuss plans and sitrtegies for
unprovement.

The Annual Report, con-
tining Lhe details of activities
conducted  throughout  the
yeur 1985, was read out by
the Chairperson, Mr. Qazi
[fuer Tsa.

Shehri-CBIE members
were dnfonmed that the fund-
ing of the arganisalion was
being  done by Iricdrich
Naizmann Foundation of Ger-
Nuny.

The Meeting was lurgely

.nln.'nnlu:-.l nnd Bince 0 Wik nos
niv eleetion yeor, the Munag-

ing Commitlee remained the

Sane
Activities of Lhe Sub-
Commillees were read out

one hy one and the members
in charge of these gave their
verhal reports concerning the
same

1995 was a creative year
in that, implementation of ac-
ton plans and stalegics was
conducted and positive results
cmerged inthe [eld ol aware-
ness, lhrough Shehri-CBE’s
Newslellers, pamphlets and
brochures.

The  other mediom  of
publicity were, (he Seminars
and Workshops held relating
lo envitenmental helterment
arousing the
pelitical consciousness of the
cilizens, in Nighting for their

and  lowards

lepal righls,

From (L-R}: Amber Alibhai, General Secrelary; Qazi Faez
sa, Charrman; Hasan Jaftery, Vice-Chairman and
Khatib Ahmed, Treasurer.

Aller the Annual Report
wis read in delail, the mem-
bers gave thewr suggestions
and comments on how Sheh-
1i-CBE ¢an work and success-
[ully achieve ils goals.

This lune the members
were inviled to actively pur-
licipale in Lhe aclivities of
Shehri-CBIE, and work with
the members of the sub-com-
mitlees of their choice.

Lawyers  and  business
people offered o come for-
ward and give all possible as-
sistance 1o the Legal Sub-
Commitlee

There was a call o the
members o help in raising
Tunds for Shehri-CBE,

The meeting is an annual
allair and was concluded with
4 vole of thanks and refresh-
ments were served

Minutes of the Sixth
Annual General
Meeting 1996 held
on March 30, 1996
from 3:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m. at
Marriott Hotel,
Karachi

AGENDA

1. To confinm the minutes ol
the Tourth Annuai Body
Meeling, which was held on
February 18, 1995,

2. To adopt the Annual
Reporis of the activities of
Shehri-CBIE  {or the year
1995

3. To adopl the audiled stale-
menl ol asccounts for the
petiod January-December 31,
1995,

Continued on page 17

From (L-R}: Hasan Jaffery, Engr. S.M.R_Zaidul Wasli, Qazi Faez
Isa, M. Irfan, Navaid Husain and
Saleh Saleem Memon
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EARTH DAY

ach  year Kamch
E Amcrican Schaol
celebrales Liarth Day

in April. The teachers create
activitics, thal will cmpower
children 1o improve the en-
vironment. Last year, they
held a  successful  Walk-a-
Thon on campus where stu-
dents got sponsors and on
Earth Day, they walked for
one hour for the environment

This yearthe eleven and
twelve year old students built
ccology learning centres for
the  younger children. On
Earth Day every child had an
LZarth Day TPassport which
nelped puide them to cuch
centre where  they learned
something  unportant  about
helping the environment.

Over the past lwo years,
they had bakes sales, rallles,
T-shirts sales, Earth Day sales
and Walk-a-Thon. Their hard
carned  money  huas  been
donaled w Shehri-CBIE for
environinental projects al the
1996 Karacht  American
School Earth Day

The Principal LElementary
Scction  Karachi  Amecrican
School, presented a cheque of
Rs. 30,000/- to Mrs. Amber
Alibhai, General  Seerctary,
Shehri-CBE

The two projects choscen
by the Llementary Students
Council were:

1) Composung Plant at
Zoological Gardens

2) Placement of garbage
bins on road side.

Courtesy Mrs, Screna Isa
Member, Shehri-CBE

SIHHEHRI-CBE
acknowledges the support of
The Friedrich-Naumann Foundation




PERSPECTIVES ON URBAN SPACES

Excerpt One
The  waorld's
by one

cities  are
Lrowing million
peeple cach week. Ilowever,
the stress of this rapid urban
pepulation growth is often
overwhielming. The long list
of afflicions includes urban
poverty rates ol up to 60 per
cent, Despile growimg invest-
ments, more than enc-third of
the urban population live in
substandard  housing, Torty
per ceal of urban dwellers do
nol have access o sale drink-
ing water or adequale sanita-
bon. Primarily due to rapid
growth and a deteriorating
urban  environment, at lest
O million people in human
aetllements (cities, owns, and
villuges) already live in health
and  lile- threatening  situa-
tians, and almost 50 per cent
of these are children. These
concerns btanscend the bor-
ders ol developed nd develop-
ing countrics, The high rate of
urban population growth in
moest regians has led to com-
mon  problems:  congestion,
lack of funds 1o pravide basic
services, o shortage of ade-
quuale housing and declining
miragtruciure, o nune a few.

UNCILS, Habiat I (1995)

Excerpt Two

Across  Lhe globe, the
towns and citics of the third
warld are growing very rapid-
ly. The farmlands cannot sus-
tain the population. And so
squatters come lo Lhe cilics,
living illegally on pavements,
or in whatever crevices they
can find, This is the most
speclacular growth rate of all.
Consider the case of Bombay,
Twenty years age squallers
were less than 400,000 in a
population of 4.5 millien
Today, they are almost 4.5
million in a population of 9
million. Tacts like thesc are
going o change the images
that are wiggered off in our
minds by the word ‘city’.
Today, of the dozen giant
metropolis of 10 million plus,
the majorily arc in rich in-
dustrialised countries. Thus
the word ‘city’ conveys im-
ages ol high-rise  towers;
aulomaobiles and cloverleaf;
and so [orth.

Yet by the year 2000 [of
the] about 50 cities ol 15 nil-
lion more than 40 will be in
the third world! Most of these
are citics whose images are
foggy in the extreme — that is,
if any image at all is conjured
up by the sound of their
names: Dacca, Jakarta, Bom-

bay, Canton . - [They] evoke
in your mind, onc suspeets, a
greal sea of people, an amor-
phous undifferentiated mass
of humanity, on cycles and on
loot, clogging the roads in all
dircctions. Just as (he icon of
the mushroom cloud has
dominated our consciousness
in the last four decudes, so
this new urhan image is going
to be a crucial determinant of
the moral issues of the ncxt
centlury,

Carrea (1983)

Excerpt Three
Inereasingly, citics
(America in the vanguard)
draw membranes around us
tighter and tighter, screening
admission with ever grealer
care. Whether in enclaved
communitics  bristling  wilh
high-lech elecuanic protec-
tion, in shopping malls with
their monoculture of shop-
ping and their structure
against [ree expression, or in
that conlracted and contained
space of the bady locked in
numb  communion with the
video screen, the message we
reecive from the practices of
urban prepinguity are increas-
ingly  immobilising  and
paranoid. It is a message of
universal samcness, the tired,
dumbed-down democracy of

the  plobal cipher,producing
lawdry spaces lor the comn-
munilics of passivity begged
by the endles (entangling
chatns  of mcdiation  that
deline modern life. It the con-
tainer is a hedge against ac-
cidental  or  uncontrolled
contaminalion, the redress is
in the fight {or intimate,
plural, and imalleable spaccs
in which diffcrences are both
invented and celebrated. The
cily should be the hot-house
of hoth accident and consent,
zone of experiment and site
of many classes of consensual
[orm. The sk of urbanism is
to help produce such {fun-
tasies: Lhe strect-corner and
the neighbourhood, (he row
of reslaurants thal grew along
the meandering  greenway
where so many of the (orni-
tre workshops are located
(backing on Lo the canal), the
slowly rotaling  heliotropic
apawlment  buildings  which
haye beeome so populur and
which lend 10 spring up at the
south edge of the city where
continuous solar access 1s un-
problemalic,

Sotkin {1995)

Courtesy: Stums, Securiiy and
Shelter Pakistan NGO Report 1o
Fabital 1T (1996)

.NOISE POLLUTION AND GLOBAL WATER CRISES

By Shahzada Mohammad Uzair, B.Sc., LL.B., MSE (KU)

NOISE POLLUTION

here are many dif-
T ferent  sounds  and

noises we hear around
us, We can probably hear
people tulking, some waflic
noise, Utk lick of a clock,
perhps un acroplane or back-
sround hun of an industry
cle. Inlact, some level of
neise 15 always with us, bul
the wmount ¢l noises in oor
SOCICLY grows every year.

As with air and water pal-
lution noise polluton is worst
cilie, pollution s
defined  as  the

in our
gencnilly

presence of harmlul substan-
ces in our environment. But
the noise does not quite fit
this delinition. Because noise
is invisible and is increasing.
Exposure to large quantity of
nois¢ can damage a persn’s
heallh. FFor
prelonged exposure o noise
may cause a person Lo sufler
permanent hearing loss, he-

instance,

cause cells in the inner car
will be destroyed. But the
noise can alflect the body in
other ways too. Very loud
noise actually causes phyical

changes. The heart heats
faster, the blood vessels can-
strict, and the pupils of the
eye dilale, such noiscs may
cven cause stomach pains
Loud and intense noise also
tends to make people tense
and irritable. So it mnay con-
tribute to disorders related to
stress, such as uleers and high
blood pressures. In cxperi-
ments done on animals, con-
resulied in
brain,  and

stant npoisc has
heart, liver
damage. Even fairly quict

sounds, such as dislant 1ralfic

or hum of a [lactory or a
neighbour’s sterco can allect
a person’s health il they cause
lack of slecp

in lhe country like Pakis-
tin where steps o check or
control, even the pollutants
having
have been neglected, keeping
noise pollulion under an ac-
ceptable  hmit falls in the
lowest priority. In a couatry

inunediale  effects,

where  sewerage  waste s
being  continucusly  dumped
untrcated into the rivers and

sea, where the underground




waler reserves are un-
protccted  [rom  being  pol-
luted, where vehicles and

industries puif out loxic gases
withoul having an eye brow
raised, taking care of noise
potlution is a far cry. Public
ignorance  and  government
apathy together contributed in
increasing the 1l ellects of
noise level in Pakistan, and
nothing is being done to
remedy the siluation. When
individuals or somne organiza-
lions carry oul limited re-
search, s lindings are filed
awny in dusty [iles and the
problem is brushed under the
Thus individual or
elfforts ¢cnd up in

carpet.
wraup
(rustralion.

have
reduce  noise

Same counlrics
managed o
levels by introducing noise
conrol laws. “Britan, for in-
slance, has strict limits on the
amount of noise a truck is al-
iowed o make, And Japan
hus  inoduced noise limits
lor all iypes of machinery and
vehicles. Signhoards at busy
areas in Tokyo indicate noise
public

level, keeping  the

aware of noise pallution.

In IMkistan nothing has
been done ta contiol noise
pollution  exeept  lew  re-
searches and  seminars. In

view of presenl  siluation,
there 18 an urgent need to
mike awarcness among the
public and 1w persuade the

government and legislative

authoritics to bring in legisla-
ture to control noise level.O

WATER FOR LIFE - THE
GLOBAL WATER CRISIS

ater is essential for
\&E lite. It is the one
substance comumon
to every creature on carth,
Our world has a fixed, abun-
dant quantity of watcr — most
of il in the cceans. As a
resource, less than one per-
cenl 1s accessible to humans
for consumption. While cven
this is enough for our grow-
ing populations, clean water —
waler that is sale for humans
and other creaturcs — s
vanishing.

Rivers, lukes and oceans
have bccome an enonmous
dumping ground [ot some of
the most hannful substances
known. The most toxic of
wasles  released  inlo our
watcrways include the more
than 70,000 synthetic chemi-
cals that are circulating
through our environment. By
poisoning waler habitats, we
arc rapidly destroying the sys-
tems upon which we depend
for Iile

As a planet we have more
than cnough fresh water lo
meetl our needs, but demand
for water will continually in-
crease along with population
growth and expanded agricul-
lural irrigation,

Nevertheless, we continue

polluting our [resh  water

resources with industiial and
domeslic wastes, as well as
tun-off of agricultural pes-
ticides and fertilisers. Rivers,
lakes, aguifers and evenlually
coaslal waters and occans
bear the brunt of all these
waslcs.

In order o cnsure thal we
have enough fresh
water to meet our lulure

clean

nceds, work nust start now (o
reverse the damage already
done. O

THE INDUSTRIAL
NOISE-INDUCED HEAR-
ING LOSS IN THE SITE
AREA OF KARACHI

he present  research
I study has been
designed and  con-

ducted to investigaie the in-
dusirial noise induced hearing
loss in the Sindh Industrial
and Trading Eslatc (STIT) of
Karachi. Three textile fac-
torics A, B and C were
sclccted hy using Purposive
sampling methed and 30 in-
dustrial workers [rom these
three factories were randomly
sclecled as the sample of the
study. Noise is unwanted, un-
desirable  and  unpleasant
sound causes damage to the
car

Exposure o
noise causes hearing impair-
ment. It creales a temporary
threshold shift (TTS) which
becomes permancnt with the
passage of time and also

excessive

causes imeparable damage to

Gorakh hill station — still a dream

Aziz Kachailo

Gorakh is the name of a
pezk on Khirthar mountain.
When we look al the map of
Khirthar  range
many in Dadu and
Larkana Disticts. Three of
these ure high enough. The
Kulay-Ji- Qubar is aboul 7000
f1. high, Gorakh mountain is
5.966 (1

level while Darvura: Peak is

it reveals
peaks

high from the sea

6900 ft. high

The idea of a hill-station
on Gorakh peak in dislrict
Duadu was not recent. It dates
back when Sir  Charles
Napicr, the DBritish govern-
ment ruler felt a dire need of
having a surner resorts in
Sindh on Khirthar and Laki
mokintiin district
Dadu.

ringe in

The British had surveyed
Khirthar and Laki mountains
to build a hill-station. After
survey of the Gorakh, Laki,
and other peaks of Khirthar
Dadu and
Larkana districts, the en-
gincers scaled Gorakh peak
and according to them it was
cooler than Quclia, These cf-
forts received a sel back when

mounlain  1In

the inner car porten, the
cochlea,

The cmployers of three
factories
resisted to record the noisc
level in their factores. Aftcra

were  severcly

dialoguc and its persuasion
the investigator was able to
record the noise level al
various locations within the
[actories by Sound Level
Mater and in most parts of
three factories the recorded
noisc level was abave 90 dB
(A), the limit which is higher
than the recommended upper
limits by World Iealth Or-
ganisation (WIIO) and Inter-
national Lahour Organisation
{11.0). The thirty workers {i.e.
10 workers from each [ac-
lory) were evalualed for their
hearing Out of these 56.67
percent workers were suller-
ing from Noisc Inducced Hear-
ing Loss (NITIL). There is an
urgent need to make aware-
industrial
workers and o persuade the
employers of the factories to
realise (he hazardous ellects

ness among  the

of industrial noise on hearing
Besides, the governmenl and
the legislative authoritics
should have to bring in lcgs-
lature 1o conlrol noise lecvel
and povide compensation [or
the hearing impaired workers,
ultimately, it helps in starting
hearing conscrvation  prog-
ramme in industris which i

also an immediate need. O

Sindh became {merged) wilh
Bombay presidency

In 1931, when Dadu was
district, the ad-
ministration of those days had
proposed to develop Gorakh a
summer headquarler of the

made a

new horn distriet

The last British Deputy
Commissioner of Dadu also




had visited the Gorakh peak.
Goerakh is not far away from
Dadu city, and it is only 70
km from city.

We can clearly see Gorakh
peak from Dadu and Moro
when the weather is clear.

The hill-statien in Ziarat
of Balochistan is
resort to Sindh. The people of
provinee have lo go 1o distant
places in northern areas of
Punjab, NWI'P and Ziarat. On
a summer vacation for a few
days rest and
whencver they need be to get
away from it all for a while
but travelling alone to any of
these places costs a lot of
money. Gorakh is cool in
suminer during the day It is
cool inside as a medium sized
room in which the air con-
ditioner has been running for
one hour. During the night it
is possible to sleep outside
with a quilt over in the month
of August

nearcst

recreation

Gorakh is a windy place.
Iris the pleasant plateau on th
Khirthar ringe.
People say thut Gorakh ollers
the same degree of coolness
as Abbottabad (NWTP)

mountain

This dry hilly spot dotted
with wild olives, shrubs and
acacia bushes really presents
a Quctta-like profile. Because
of its hill wp location Gorakh
is cooler than the Quetta val-
ley and gets really chilly in
winler.

There are so many small
springs present at nd around
the Gorakh valley. Most of
these springs originate at the
altitude of 3000 to 4000 {eet.
One of such springs is localed
at SITAKLOEI DORO at a
height of about 3500 feet,

which discharges ap-
proximately (.25 cusecs (as
measurcdl in April  1986)

Another spring is at 11IZEN.
GHAN some (wo and a half
mifes away from where water
could be pumped up when the

“future city on the roof"” of
Sindh is built there.

The Gorakh valley was
proposed as sumimer capital
of Sindh during the Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto's regime.

The local people reeall
many stores. The Goras
(English men) were so inter-
ested that they had built bun-
galows at the loot hills. Ruins
of some of them still exist.
Local people also recall that a
British official had (fallen)
scriously ill. He was advised
by an indigenous Tlakcem to
stay at some colder places in
Khirthar range and surprising-
ly he recovered quickly.

There are dilferent routes
o Jead 10 the Gorakh peak
Three of them are considered
o be major ones.,

The [irst route begins from
Indus highway (at Kakar) to
Gaj Bungulow and then to
Gorakh. The lenglth of this
route is about 56 miles. The
second route is via Tor and
Rajodere through Kakar, This
route lukes from Indus high-
way at a poinl 28 km from
Dadu, This route is lengthy, It
passes [rom many villages
and of Kachho arca.

The third roule also starts
from Tndus highway but it
traverses [rom Johi and cross-
ing Tood Protective (FP)
Bund and Nal Gaj river
(Kacho rviver) bed, rcaches
Chinni village. From Chinni
one has to travel up to Tando
Rahim {TR) Khan, by passing
fram the shrine of Gaji Shah
and many ancient archeologi-
cal monuments along the
Kacha track.

Tando Rahim is the last
village before hilly arca starts.
This route is dilferent [rom
first lwo as a new hilly track,
42 km in length which ends

Just 10 km below Gorakh has

been levelled.

This route crosses Angai
river which [tows permanent-
ly with spring watcr. About
10 kin away from TR Khan
village, more than 3000 {cct
high mnountain called Garo
mountain comes in the way.
There are many passes to
cross by a vchicle through
newly made track. Before you
reach Gorakh yct another
mount called ‘Karp’ is to be
crossed, For preparing hilly
track, the ex-Deputy Com-
Dadu, Gul
Umrani  and

missloner,
Mohammad
Brigadier Yasoob Dogar of
Pakistan Army worked with
participation of local tribaj
chicls in the making of hilly
track which is jeepable.

This reporter, along with
other journalists also travelled
through this roule up to Garo
mountain at an altitude of
aboul 3000 feet. Our team
comprised ol Anwer Pirzado,
Naseer Aijaz, Badar Abro,
Tawed Soomro, photographer
Shabir Soomro and wwo local
guides Ghulam Mohammad
Jamali and Azeem Jamali.

We travelled by night from
Dadu and after night stay at
Munchhar Rest Ilouse (Shah
Ilasan) we continued our
Joumey on the next day carly

in the morning for Gorakh.

It is a major question in
the minds of people of this
province, cspecially  those
who are interested in lourist
promolion as to what were
the causes which delayed this
fascinating  and  profitable
project.

The government had ear-
marked Rs. 1.} million (or the
development of Gorakh hill
station but the funds were
diverted to the flood relicf
operalion in 1954, Again in
1961 Jam Ali Khan, member,
Provincial Development Ad-
visory Council put forward
this idea. He had stressed that
developing a  summer  hill

tesort in Khinhar range will
open up vast areas of poten-
tia] development not only in
the sphere of tourism but also
I the socio-economic sector
for up Tift of the population in
this remate (Kacho) arca.

The late Prime Minister,
Zullikar  Ali  Bhuotlo  and
Mohammad Khan Juncjo had
also laken keen inlerest in this
hill station project. During
Bhutte’s  government  the
project became the victim of
red tapism. Late M. Khan
Junejo flew over the moun-
ain and attended a brieling in
Dadu. Nowever, Ms. Benazir
Bhutlo was first Prime Mini-
ster to land at Mumthal, a
place slightly below Gorakh
peak. She announced Rs. 40
million  for preparation of
[easibility report of hill sla-
tion project.

The government record
shows that the Junejo govern-
ment had also set aside Rs. 7
million in 1983, for the pur-
pose

But still the plan {or con-
structing link road from Indus
[lighway to Gorakh is not
carricd out, as ver

It must be mentioned here
that a high olficial of Sindh
Government's Planning
Department had once com-
menled in a briefing that it
would be better to provide air
conditioners to all the houscs
in Dadu inslead of building a
hill station at Gorakh. One
can judge the level of interest
with burcaucrals about
Gorakh Hill Station

[However, it is advisable to
set a deadline for completing
the development of inlrastruc-
lral facilities like a link road,
water  supply,  electricity,
tclephone  service elc., to
recalise the dream of Gorakh
1ill Station as soon as pos-
sible,




MULTI-STOREYS WITH GUILTY STORIES

Shehri-CBE is an Environ-
mental NGO working through
its vanous Sub-Commitices,
for the restoration of parks/
playgrounds, historical build-
ings, pollution control ac-
tivities as well as providing
Legal Advice on Social is-
sues, since 1988.

It is an organisation com-
prising of a group of con-
cerned dedicated
members who manage these
Sub-Commitices and serve on

and

a voluntary basis, for a beticr
environment of the citizens.

Q: Your crganisation has
taken up the issue of the
violations of building rules,
in a big way. How did this
campaign start?

A: This menace of un-
planned urban growth, in the
form of high-rises mushroom-
ing everywhere, regardless of
the infrastucture and the
building laws, was the main
cause for Shehn to iniliate
steps o stem the rot, by creat-
ing awarcness among resi-
dents, and the community
secking their co-aperation in
dealing with the concerned
authorities, viz. KBCA,
KA, KMC, 1o bring about
accountability, transparency
and the rule of law in their
dealings with the public.

Q: Violations?

A: Residential plots  being
misused and commercialised
without any regard to proce-
dure.

Inner city of Karachi, the
houses and bungalows are
being converted into high-
rises, this is evident in Garden
LCast-West, Jamshed Quarters
areas, where also, cncroach-
ments of compulsory open
spaces as elsewhere are
taking place.

Q How large is the scale of
this problem and what are
its repercussions?

A: This issuc is assuming
gigantic proportions as the
buitders Malia in co-ordina-
tion with Town Planners con-
tinuc to sweep this fact under
the carpet. Shehri’s point of
vicw is Lthat the housing needs
of Karachi city cannot be
denied, but the necd for
proper enlorcement of build-
ing rules and regulations and
high-risc zoning has to be
done with due considerution
for a hcalthy, safe and en-

vironmentally clean living
standard.
Q: Government organisa-

tion authorised for enforce-
ment of building laws?

A KDA, KMC through
KRCA, Civil Administration,
Co-operative  Socicties  and
the Canlonment.

Q: Role of judiciary in
preventing cancer of illegal
buildings?

A: Shchri-CBE in its as an
cnvironmental NGO has
taken upon itselfl w curb the
menage of illegal and un-
authorized buildings being
constructed  in  residential
arcas by filing legal pelitions
in both Lower and the Iligher
Courls, secking lepal assis-
tance, in its struggle for im-
plementation of building laws
and curbing violations. In this
regard CBE has filed cascs in
the 1ligh Court of Sindh with
community participation.

Q: Rules and Regulations
whether satisfactory or need
amendments?

A: Satsfaclory, but are not
implemented. The whole sys-
tem nceds  overhauling,
citizens participalion in each
and cvery violation viz. build-

ing, roads, SeWerage,
clectricity should be under-
taken which can only be done
with full civic consciousncss
and accountability.

Q: Shehri’s participation in
making a difference?

A: The grealest difference
that CBE has made is that it
has made the concerned
authorities realize that they no
longer will be permied to
circumvent the law to the
detriment of the citizens, for
which they will  be
answerable to the court of
Law. Shchri has brought
about an awarcness among
the cilizens as well as among
the authorities concemed. We
are sure that a handful of
dedicated individuals will in
the cnd achieve their goal and
bring about a change for a
better environment.

Courtesy “Dawn"

AMBER AL!I BHAI:

Karachi Building Control Authority, (K.M.C.)
KARACHI METROPOLITAN CORPORATION
{Authority Under Sindn Building Control Ordinance, 1979-82)
Civic Centre Annexe, University Road, Guishan-e-Igbal,
Karachi-5, {(Pakistan). Phone: 4231984

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Attention Buyers)

The Karachi Building Control Authority, KMC, informs Lhe general
public that unauthorised constructions under the sheller of status quo or
in other violations of approved building plan on the following plots are
being carried oul in Garden Cast arca, Karachi. Plot Nos, are as Tollows:

1. 46, GRE 2-50/4/4, 3-103, GRE
4, 148, GRE 5-153/5, GRE 6-167, GRE
7. 195{2-E, 8-216, GRE 9217, GRE
10. 215, GRE 11-218, GRE 12-258, GRE
13. 2725, GRE 14-289, GRE 15-308, GRE
16, 327/1-A, 17-337, GRE 18-343, GRE

19. 361/1, GRE
22, 3852, GRE
25. 402, GRE

28, 458/1, GRE

20-361/2, GRE
23-294, GRE
26-441/1, GRE
29-511/20, GRE
3). 512, GRE 32.517, GRE 33-538/4, GRE

34. 538/5, GRE 35-538/12, GRE 36-511/22, GRE

The KBCA (KMC) hereby warn Lhe general public in their own inler-
est not to book/purchasc any [lat, shop, godown and town houscs in any
of the aforesaid plots/projeets.

It is also pointed oul that the KBCA (KMC) allows only ground and
one upper floor for residential purpose 1 Garden East Area, Karachi.
CIIEF CONTROLLER OF BUILDINGS

KBCA (KMC)
Courtesy: Dawn, Q9-11-93

21-371 & 360 GRE
24-395/3, GRE
27-457/2, GRE
30-3604/1, GRE




SHEHRI REPORT

Shehri-CBE Meetings with KBCA (KMC) 1995-96.

Over the past years, Sheh-
ri-CBE has been able to
achieve a great deal in the
{icld of illegal buildings, un-
authorised  slructures  have
been scaled/demolished, resi-
dents/signature  campaigns
conducled, Constilutional
Writ Petitions instituted in the
High Court. A small denl has
been made in the building
mafia,

There is a nced o
strenglhen consolidate
lhis clfort of some of Ihe
citizens, by conducting a
campaign in the press/media

and

to increase public awarcness
and cncourage parlicipation
of Lhe citizens al large. Mr
Javed Jabhar of MNJ Com-
munications Lid., has been
contacted in this behalf, to as-
sist. Shehri-CBLE in s
publicity, as this is a malter of
public interest and the en-
vironiment

I'urther aur cllarts
received a face-1ift when Prof.
Nauman Ahmed, Technical
Advisor 1o Administralor
KMC, formed a Commiuee of
Lawyers lo assist the ALAs in
their workings in matters
relating to the Building Con-
tro] Ordinance.

The  Commitiee  thus
formed constituted of Mr.
Qazi Faez Isa, Mr. Naim-ur-
Rahman and Mr. Makhdoom
Ali Khan, who were assigned
to detect and amend the
anomalies in the Building
Code

The same ycar, 1995,
during the month of July,
Prof. Nawman proposed the
idea that regular meclings
with Shehri-CBE and KBCA
(KMC) will be held once
cvery week cither on Tuesday
or on Saturday. This schedule
15 being  followed:  every
Saturday a meeting 1s held
wilth the KBCA and Shehri-

CBE at 9:30 a.m.

This was to cnsure thai the
rclevant COB, DCRBs, ACRs
and ALAs take prompt action
o slop illegal and
authorised constructions in-
cluding:

un-

* [filing of criminal prosecu-
tion cases with ADM (East)

* vacation of Status-Quo Or-
ders (if any) from Lower
Courts

* filing of contempt applica-
tons for violating of Status-
Quo Orders

* scaling of premises/build-
inpsfshops/llats by KBCA
Magistrales

* [iling of immediate reports
with name/address of builders
with  Soldier BazaarMNew
Town Thanas and SDM/JTam-
shed Quarters, when huilders
violate the Status-Quo Orders

* cffective demolition of the
illegal buildings
* application 1o the Commis-
stoner Karachl to have the
land leases and structures
lhercon forleiled

¥ application 10 FIA (other
relevant authority) o have the
criminal  builder/owner  ar-
resled  for  delrauding  the
public by sclling their illegal
flats/shops
* advertisement in the Eng-
lish/Urdu/Gujrati newspapers.
While establishing contact
with KBCA officials over the
past [ew months, Shehri-CBE
felt thal the incfficicncy ad
maladininistration  of  the
legal Deparunent is a major
contributing  factor 1o the
Noora Kushti, that has al-
lowed a prolileration of il-
unauthorised
multi-storey  buildings  all
over Karachi and a degrada-
tion of the cnvironment of the
cily.

legal and

It was pointed out by

Shehrt to concerned autho-
ritics viz. KESC, KW&SB
and Sui Southem Gas Com-
pany, about their encouraging
and endorsing criminal build-
ing activily by supplying the
amcnitics  to  un-
authorised buldings presently
under construction. Immedite

Civic

action was proposed (o slop
conncelions thereon.

The Controller of Build-
ings thercupon ordered the
concemed companies to stop
supply with unmediate cflect
ta illegal buildings in Garden
East, Jamshed Quarters and
Soldier This leller
was sent on 29-9-1995 for ac-
tion.

Bazaar,

TIHE OUTCOME OF TIE
MEETINGS AND EFFORTS
OF SIIEIIRI-CBLE  SINCE
JULY 1993 TO DATE

1) Most of the illegal build-
ing aclivity in Garden EFast
has come Lo a temporary halt

2) The Commissioner Kara-
chi, Zia-ul-Islam has
pelled  the KBCA
enclosed notice) and the Dis-
trict Administration 10 clamp

com-

(see

down and seal buildings, par-
tially demolish ete.

3) Waming notices were pub-
lished by Dawn, The News
and Jang, against illegal con-
structions.

4) The Karachi  Building
Conirel  Aulhority (KMC)
published a nolice prohibiting
buyers [rom transacting sale
deeds ef Malshops ete. in il-
legally constructed buildings
in Garden Last, Jamshed
Quarters and Solder Bazaar
areas.

5) The Shehri-CBE Lawyers
have filed petitions in the
[ligh Court against illegal
high-rises in Garden Fast on
which Status-Quo was or-
dered
livily was stopped.

and construcltion ac-

The outstanding feature of
filing these cases was (hat the
builders have had a set back
duc to fall in prices of
flats/shops in Garden East,
and the citizens are not com-
ing forward for booking.
Regular survey of illegal con-
sttuclion  is coducted by
KB CA and the legal Commit-
tee Naazirs in the arcas.

6) Partialfimpartial  demoli-
tions took place from Novem-
ber 95 o date, which were
publicised by the ncws agen-
cies, viz. Dawn, The News,
Jang and the Gujrati papers,
with pictures.

A proposal to set-up a
Shehri-CBIE office in Garden
East and contributions of
about Rs. 1,20,000 werc
made by concerncd residents
of Garden East.

This reveals the cinzens
awarcness lowards environ-

mental belterment.

Al Llhe mecting held on
Nov. 21, 1995 Shchri-CBE
cangratulated  KBCA
having stapped most of the jl-
legal building ativity in Gar-
den lzast. Exira eflorts would
be required to bring about a
change in the complete set-up
of KBCA (KMC), which
would be possible only il
residents become fully aware
and  work  shoulder to
shoulder with the Shehri

The residents of PECIIS
are realising the problems
faced due to the illegal con-
slructions in residential areas,
and considerable
awareness created due lo the
signalure campaign which has
braught the residents to face
the siluation by going 1o court
wilh Shehri-CBI:s assistance

on

there  is

. 1




PROFILE

Karachi Adventist Hospital
By Akhtar W. Injeeli, MD

o most people, Kara-

I chi Adventist Ilospital
is sull the “7-day

Hospital”. Nol a bad name
for an institution that has
been serving the nation con-
tinuously scven days a week,
[ifty-two weeks a ycar since
October 18, 1951.

Many people come W
Karachi Adventist [lospital
because of the long family
ties they have established
here. Recenly Mrs. Afshun
Aziz, who delivered a son on
November 13, 1995 wld the
nursing staff that she herself
was bom here at 7-day Tlospi-
tal, more than twenly some
years ago.

Karachi Adventist Ilospi-
tal (KLAID, is the brain child
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church (hence the name 7-
day). It is part of an inlermna-
tional chain of hecalth care
institutions run by the church.

Like over 560 other sister
institutions  throughout  the
Karachi  Adventist
commilled  to

warld,
Ilospital s
providing quality health care
to as many peaple as possible,
regardless of their colour, cth-
ni¢ background, palitical con-
nections, geegraphical tics or
religious  alliliations.  The
billboard of the Hospitl lo-
stralegically on  the
corner ol its

cated
narth-cast
premises, claims “We care™.
Ever since its official opening
over forty- four years ago, the
Hospital has tried its best to
live up to Lhis motlo

KAII is a monument built
by love, devotion, philan-
thropic giving and dedicated
service to humanity. Located
on M.A. Jinnah Road, an

edifice to the belicf that all
human  life  is
beyond price, and that the
best possible health atlainable
for every individual is an in-

valuable,

herent right of every human-
being.

Right now this 138-bed
facility provides adequate ser-
vices in the departments of
general surgery (both tradi-
tional and laparoscopic),
general medicine, cardiology
(hcart) gastro-enlerology, der-
malology (skin), pacdiatrics
{child health), ophthalmelogy
(eyes), ENT ({ears, nose &
throat), and
(joints and bones). It also

arthopacdics

provides scrvices in emergen-
cy medical care, diagnostic
medicines, (Mcdical Labor-
atlory, radiology and ulra-
sonology, ohsletrics & gynae-
cology, and physiotherapy).

In an aticinpt not only to
provide adequate health care,
but also (o
health  carc  professionals,
KAH started its School of
Nursing in 1936 which has 1o
dale turned out 451 nurses,

rain  adequate

which are serving in atl parts
ol Pakistan, and a number has
gone abroad 1o sharc (he
caring philosophy they have
Icarned here.

“I come to 7-day Hospital,
becausc this is the hospital
where T get the best nursing
care,” says Mr. Mujid Akram,
a diabclic and who is under
the carc of KA physicians.
This sentiment is shared by
many of our patients.

The KAITI School of Nurs-
ing (SON) has lived up 10 the
cxpectations of her founders.
Like a beacon of light the
rays of KAIl's caring philoso-

phy have spread beyond ils
immediate physical premises.

*In the recent examination
administcred by the Sindh
Nursing Education Board
(SNEB), the students from the
KAII, SON, have attained
100% passing results, with
most of the students scoring
in the 1st Division,” reporls
Mrs. LaVeta McGary, the
Principal of KAH School o
Nursing

With such an cxcellent
academic performance and
the caring philosophy of their
Alma Mater, it is no surprise
that people needing medical
altention, choose the time
tested ““7-day [lospital” to
meel their needs

On August 1, 1994, a
Depariment of Public Heallh
was added to cnhance the
humanitarian  aim of the
hospital. Along with Adven-
tist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA), an affiliate
institution, the Department of
Public 1lealth endeavours Lo
reach thc mest  deserving
communitics of the cily and
here  suburbs. The KAIIL-
ADRA teams [ully support
and participate In mass im-
munisalion campatgns, watcr
and sanittion projects, nutri-
health-
awarcness, and in

tion education,
hazards
conducting Tlealth education
both  for
dwellers as well as at the

seminars, urban
grass-tool levels of the far-
[lung areas.

The llospital, as it stands
loday, was a joint comununity
venture and many
philanthropic individuals and
groups
its  constructiens.

contributed towards

Having

lived up 1o 115 claim of caring
and having survived through
ups and downs of the times,
we hope that some spirit will
be shaown which prevailed a
couple of years alter the birth
of Pakistan as 4 nation.

Mr. Don Schatzschneider,
lhe Adminisirator, states that
cvery patient that comes (o
KAllisa VIP and deserves to
be treated as such. This spiric
pervades throughout the dif-
ferent departments of the In-
stitution. Take, for cxample,
the Blood Bank and Trans-
fusion Services provided by
the Laboratory. Mr. Inderias
Inayat, the Supervisor, stalcs
that e do not and will not ac-
cept bload
donors for our palicnts. “We

commecrcial

want only best quality bload,
and because many times the
commercial donors are drug
addicls andfor their past
medical histories  are  not
known, we cannot take the
risk ol using their blood for
our patienss.” Thus the family
members and relations of the
paticnts are requested and en-
couraged to become a part of
the caring Instilution by
donating their own bleod.

The concept of cur Health
Educatien tecam
partners in their own heallh

of being

carc is what our health care
team is lrying to leach its
patients.

The founding fathers of
KAILI believed (a belicf that is
held strongly by all s
workers even today) that no
paticnt is a passive recipient
of heallh care; rather he is in
partnership with the hospital
in maintaining, improving,
and restoring his health. O




SHEHRI ACTIVITIES

HOUSEKEEPING AT SHEHRI-CBE

The Meeting of the
Managing Commitiee of
Shehri-CBE  was held on
Thursday, March 21, 1996 at
2:30 pam. to 7:00 p.m. The
meeting was called to discuss
the “Housekeeping at Sheh-
ri-CBE. The proceedings ere
conducted by Mr. Hasan Jaf-
Sery, Vice-Chairperson,
Shehri-CBE.

The following agenda was
considered:

a) The job [unction of cach
Shehri-CBE personnel of the
Scerctariat must be defined
by first determining the fixed
(3 or 4) categories of Shehri-
CBE nceds. Individual par-
ticipalion in determining job
categorics will be solicited
from each member, and there-
aller a conscnsus will be ar-
rived at,

b) Once job cateporics are
defined, job functions on day
to day basis, must be listed by
COnsensus.

¢) Where job [unctions relate
to cquipment/tools nced-ed ab
initio  or required to be
upgraded (e.g. software) and
it is not available a1 Shchri-
CBE, a strong case for con-
sideration by I'NF [or [unding
be made. .

d) The authority and {func-
tions of all Shehri-CBE mem-
must  be reviewed,
especially the
authority of the General
Secretary, Shchri over the
secretariat stalf must be clear-
ly defined in the Articles of
Association.

bers
overall

¢) Shehri-CBE job categorics
and the recruiunent procedure
methods of sclection to be
discussed, including issuc of
replacement of personnel.

f) Communication links and
feedback mechanisin belween
Shehri-CBlE Manging Com-
mittee and its membership lo

be reviewed.

g} Formation of a fund Rais-
ing Committee and collabora-
ton of other NGOs/Institu-
tions/Agencies in dilfcrent ac-
livitics to be defined.

2. To discuss the two day
Seminar on “Citizens' Role in
the Governance of Karachi.”

Mr. Hasan Jaflery Vice
Chairperson CBE, canducted
the meeting, in which the
propesals for 1996 of all
seven Sub-Commitlees were
discussed as submitted and
approved by FINFE.

There were two sessions
of the mecting, in which ex-
haustive were
held taken
which would lead to more or-
ganised work by the members
and the Shehri-CBE stalf in
future

discussions
and decisions

MINUTES OF THE
MANAGING  COMDMIT-
TEE WORKSHOP ON

THURSDAY, MARCH 21,
1996 FROM 2:30 P.M. TO
7:00 P.M. AT THE SHEH-
RI-CBE OFFICE, KARA-.
CHI.

Present Mr. Qazi Faez Isa,
Chairman, Shehri-CBE: Mr,
ITasan Jaffery, Vice Chair-
man, Shchri-C3E; Mrs.
Amber Alibhai, Gen.
Scerctary, Shehr-CBE; Mr
Khatib  Ahmed, Treasurer,
Shehri-CRE and M/s. Navaid
Husatn, Mrs. Vicloria de
Souza, Ms. Ilumaira Rahman,
Mr. Roland deSouza (invi-
ted), Members, Shehri-CBE.

Absent: Mr. 1lassan Mer-
chant, Mr. Faran Anwar and
Mr. Danish Azar Zuby, Mem-
bers, Shehri-CBE.

MINUTES

Mr. [lasan Jaflery, Vice
Chairperson, conducted the
mecling, which discussed the
proposals for 1996 of all the
undermentioned Sub- Com-

mittees, as submitted and ap-
proved by FNF:

Parks & Reccereation Sub-
Comunittee,  Mr. Khatib
Ahmed/Mr. Taran  Anwar
Ileritage Sub-Commitice, Mr.
Danish Zuby; Media & Qut-
reach Sub-Commitice, Ms.
Humaira/Mr. Hasan Jaffery;
Legal Sub-Committce, Mr.
Facz Qazi Tsa/Mrs. Amber
Alibhai; Anti-Pollution Sub-
Committce, Mr. Navaid
Itusain, Fund Raising, All
MC Members.

PARKS AND RECREA-
TION (Mr. Khatib Ahmed)

It was pomnted out that
there has been no fund alloca-
tion for this project. Mr.
Khatib to put down the
projects that he has in mind
for FNF [unding.

The zeo has asked Shehri
to help them ser up a unit for
solid  wasle management
{composting). We have lo co-
ordinate wilh the zoo people
for animal droppings, lcaves,
¢tc. which can be wrned into
compest. Mrs. Rabia Khatib
has promised (o help us. We
have asked FNF for Hs.
20,000,

Mr. Khatib said that he
wanlcd to adopt Jheel Park
and work in collaboration
with Mr. Faran Anwar who
waould kelp him get this fund-
ing. Mrs. Amber said that we
did not get the logistics from
KMC. Ms. [lumaira ques-
tioned the feasibility of adopt-
ing a park. Tt was decided that
we should oversce rather than
adopt the park, and keep up
the pressure on KMC for
funding it. This project will
henceforth come under the
heading of General Works.
The Scorctariat can do the
wark of liaisoning and cor-
respondence.

Mr. Navaid suggested that
we should have a data-bank

giving Lhe status reports of
the green areas in Karachi,
Garden Easl/West, Jamshed
Quarters, PECIIS, etc. Shehri
should embark on tree planta-
tion drives (parks). Once the
periphery is defined, the park
is saved. Mrs. Amber sug-
gested that money
would be required for in-
dividual surveys.

soimne

Mangrove Forest

A lot of work has been
done in this regard. Mr
[lasan wanted to know
whether we have a concrete
propesal and  whether this
would be taken up in 1996,
Mr. l'acz opined that we ask
ENF lor funding it and if they
wcere not willing to assist us,
we could assign this to the
funding group.

MEDIA AND QGUTREACH
(Ms. Humaira Rehman/Mr,
Hasan Jalfery)

It was paointed out that
cevery year 12 Ncowsletters
caome out, 4 in Urdy, 4 in
English, and 4 in Sindhi. It
was sugpested by Mr. Faez
that we have a list subject-
wise of all the arlicles that
have been printed and have a
consolidated list once in a
while circulated with the
Newsletters. As the fced-back
is not satislactory, it was sug-
gested we have a perforated
page in the Newsletler when-
ever we need it.

It was [lurther suggested
that we should interlink with
the joumnalists of the various
newspapers and have peri-
odical mectings with them,
every three months. Mr. Facz
said that we should have a list
of papers and a directory of
paper-wallahs,

Bad Publicity

In case of bad or negative
publicity in the press, the
Sccrelariat  should  immedi-
alely contact the Media and




Qutreach Sub-Committee
who could respond 10 this, or
delegate & momber of the
Managing Commillee 1o
handle the sitvation

peditiously and cifectively.

TX-

It was suggesied by Mr.
Facz that we have a carica-
tured mascot which would
make a lot of unpact like the
one on ‘noorta khusti’ for il-
legal buildings.

Sindhi Newsletter

Ms. Iumaira said that
they had met 19 Sindhi jour-
nalists, when they held a lol-
low-up SCininar on
Environmental Journalism in
the Sindh Press in 1995, and
now they have been inviled
back to Dadu and Sanghar
where they intend meeting the

MNAs and the MPAs.

She [urther said that there
was a lot of appreciation [or
the elfort and that the people
in places like Gujrat and 3an-
ghar have responded to our
Newslctter in Sindhi, but the
funding is constricted.

New Introductory Brochure
on PECHS

It was discussed with the
Madia and Quuage Sub-Com-
mitlee this ycar Llhat they
would help us print our new
general introductory brochure
in Urdu and Tinglish on
PECIIS, which comes under
Head 2140 — General Expen-
ses — MOU 1996.

LEGAL

The proposed seminar on
Governance of Karchi was
discussed. The decision was
that we should concentrate on
KMC and the police. Mr.
Faez was all praise for our
seminar on Cancer of Lilegal
Buildings, held in January
this year which reflected
every vicwpoint the
builders were made aware of
the fact that they were doing
something wrong. As rcgards

and

this seminar, it is left to be
scen whether we involve the
Parliament and the Provincial
government. It was suggested
that the constituent MPs may
be invited to this seminar
This is an agenda ilem (or the
Managing Committee mecl-
ing to be held an 21st of
March, 1996, from 2:30 p.m.
o 7.00 pan

Quetta Building Code

There was a proposal for
funding a seminar on Quetta
Building Code. This is a non-
funded uctivily as it has been
taken out from the MOU.

Amenity Plots for Schools

It was agreed Lhat schools
are an intecgral part of our
socicty. KMC had allocated
schools with huge amenity
plots which arc being com-
The Building
authorilics explain

commercialization

mercialized.
Control
that this
was due lo a lacuna in the
Building Cade. Could Shehri-
Chlt assist the schools in
streamlining this lor them
without any money? Should
we have a follow-up seminar
to the one held in October
19957 Rs. 10,000/ is the
budget allocation. This is an
agenda item for the [arthcom-
ing Managing Commiltec
mecling.

Pending Cases

We have 15 cases pending
(5 cases have been funded by
the residents and 10 cases en-
tirely by Shehri-CRE). Mr
Navaid opined that a lot of
money has gone inlo these
cases and could we have a
scminar on this subject. The
budget allocation is  Rs.
60,000/-. Ms. lumaira sug-
gested that we select a retired
person, or an aclive onc, for
evaluating these cases. This is
an agenda ilem.

Seminar on ALAS
Mrs. Amher sald thal our

ultimale campaign is to bring
in amendments to  Sindh
Building Conurol Ordinance,
1979. An agenda item to dis-
cuss the stategy to be laid
out,

New Litigation
Take malter 1o court.
To

localitics [rom being commner-
cialized.

prevent  residential

To cnsure that the govern-
ment re-defines environmen-
1al studics as a science and
re-defings it (urther, as being
intrinsic to the fullest realiza-
tion of basic human rights,

To see to lhe implemenla-
tion of the huilding laws and
their regularization.

To provide legal intcrven-
tion and assistance in case of
violations of the buildings
laws and ordinances.

ANTL-POLLUTION  (Mr
Navaid Fusain)

1. Power Plants — Flyer —
faliont.

2. VYehicular Smoke Lmis-

s101.

What is the objective of
the Power Plants follow up.
What docs Shehri want 1o
achicve?

Power preduced al
reasonable cost. This time just
concentrate  on  the Power
Plants in Karachi — their [ucl
and their locatian “objective’
— mere environmental friend-
ly lechnolegy for these Power
Plants. Clean Iucl Technol-
ogy — Acid raid. Target —
audience. Marine Pollulion —
lobby.

Ainul Abedin — Resource
person — develop a consensus
within oursclves and then go
lo the public. Lobhy/mass
rabble  rousing/Shehri  to
spearhead with other NGOs.
Call A. Abcdinand ask him (o

cducate MC and thelr cilizens
and sct up data basc for inlor-
malion,

Vehicular Smoke Emis-

sion.

Disseminate the infonna-
tion in the form of a flyer

Mr. Navaid explained the
drawback at the moment is
that the NQS (National
Quality Standards) arc sl
not binding. Until such time
we, Shehri, can only highlight
issucs detrimenlal to the en-
vironment.

The Power Plants issue
nceds a further push Lo create
a platfonn for olher con-

cerncd groups

The
smoke emission needs to be

issuc ol vehicular

lsken up as the drive against
this and noisy rickshaws is
fallering and pressure needs
w bhe the
transporters and  adiministia-
Lien.

cxered on

HERITAGE
Tumaira)

(Daz and

1. Flyer still pending

2. Swrt a heritage page in
Newsletler.

3, KT page — 18 bldgs
4. Bus roule

report.
Shchri-CBLE shouh..

develop cataloged relerence
library

FUND RAISING
Phasing out period
1. All MC members.

2. Contact donor agencies.
National and International

3. Govermment/project speci-
fic

An agenda item in the MC
meeting
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INDUSTRIALISTS CONDEMN INDUSTRIAL POLLUTION

By Dr. A. Sami Uz Zaman

Dear Friends!

Itis very difficult to estab-
lish a friendly relation be-
tween Industrial Pollution and
Urbun Master Plan. Specially
in the conditions which exist
in the country. Al present
there is no cinphasis on any
planning in the country cx-
cept family, All the previous
plans either have failed or
suspended  or replaced by
‘unplun’. Any how a strong,
legitinate relationship exists
between 'The City and The
Industry’. Tt is a fact that
cities were rarely planned to
withstand the Industrial Pol-
lution. The needs created the
citics and the wishes cx-
panded them. Wishes can un-
plan any plan. The history
says Lhat the mnost of the citics
slarted along the rivers where
[ood and other facilites were
available, they grew  un-
planned. Sometimes the citics
were planned. Pakislan is for-
tunate cnough 1o have two
planned cities onc as old as
5000 years thal is Moen-
Jodaro, the other is Tslamabud
which is hardly 35 years old.
The existence of well planned
sewerage sysicin in the city of
Moenjodaro is not by chance.
In the Master Plan of Is-
lamabad Sector /9 was ear-
marked for light industries
which would not hamm the
Environment in any way, the
fact is that the obnoxious
fumes from the chimneys of
Steel Rerolling Mills and dust
from Marble Industries has
become lite dilficult for the
residents  of  Tslamabad.
Similarly in each seclor large
green plots were develaped (o
purily the air and create a
pleasunt and healthy atmos-
phere. The beautification of
Islamabad plan has started
recently, the green plols near
Aabpara in G/7 scclor have
heen handed over to the con-
tractors for the consuruction

ol flats and high rise build-
ings. The buildings are rising
and protests of the nearby
residents are subsiding. The
CDA with its large Dirce-
torate of Lnvironment, The
Environment Protection
Council and the Ministry for
Environment and Urhan Af-
[airs Division is silent on this
issue. 1 have quoted the above
cxample to [ind out rclation
between Master Plan of a cily
and Pollution in our country.)

The trend has changed
wilh the passage ol tlime,
Now cilics do not start along
The cilics  stanrt
around Industrics. Lither you

the rivers.

plan a city or an Industrial Iis-
lale 1t 13 bound to come close
o cach other. So planners
should be careful not o bring
the two in [ront of each other
instead  they
should consider them as un-

45 encmies,

avoidahle partners and should
plan in such a way that the
Cilies
logether away from Pellution.
You can starl an Industrial Ls-

and Indusirics live

tate as far as 100 miles away
{from the city, whal will hap-
pen aller some Ume? A new
cily would be crealed all
around the industries
unplanned manner creating
lot of Iinvironmental prob-
lems

in an

The question is still un-
answered whether the fault
lies in planning, in industrics,
in pcople, or in those who are
responsible {or preparing and
implementing a plan, KDA
also prepared a Master Plan
for Karachi. But to ot is
human and (o
divine. We pray God 1o for-
give KDA for an cmatic crea-
ton of Komngi Induostrial
Area. God created millions of
animals  ecach  with  well
debined  cxerctory  system,
KDA has crealed oniy one In-
dustrial Arca thal oo with

forgive s

Drainage System. KMC has
taken over the area and is
looking for by-pass. In-
dustrialists arc blamed {for
creating pellulion, it is Lrue to
some extent. At TFedcration
and Chamber lcvel we have
never defended polluters and
will not do so
Before we discuss the role of
Industrialists let us have a
look on what others are
doing. Like other funny
celcbrations in the country
KMC cclebrated a  Cleanli-
ness Wecek just a fow days
back. If you take a decp
breath, even today, in any
clean area of the cily. you can
leel the smell of burning gar-
bage. Records of the haspilals
and graveyards will Lell you
price citizens have paid for
this [oolish cleanliness weck.
If Makers are Breakers then
system cannot run. The in-
slilutions  responsible  for
keeping  the  Environment
clean are busy in destroying
it. The cily father is not that
old as o forget that the gar-
bage shouldn’t be burned in
the heart of the cily. Bvery
day hundreds of the garbage

in future.

trucks enter in Korangi In-
dusirial Arca, drop the gar-
bage near Bilal Calony and
fire it. The smoke which is
said lo be most dangerous
spreads in the area. The as-
phalt plant has been installed
in the mid of pepulation in
All our protests
were lurned down. Does plan-

Korangi.

ning mean any thing (o them?
KMC and KDA are supposed
lo saleguard the Environment
and the Plans made by them
rather than destroying

Industrics emit obnoxious
gases,
clluents and solid wasles. If
the Industry has to run it is
unavoidable. We as Industii-
Condemn  Tndustrial
Pollution. But the problem is
lhat the induslrics cannat be

discharge  poisonaus

alists

closed, They provide jobs to
people of the country. They
produce goods to fullill the
nceds of the country and also
eamn T'orcign Exchange from
which other needs are met
with. Then what is the solu-
tion? Tt is the biggest chal-
lenge for the planncrs. There
is 4 solution o every prob-
lem, Let the indusiries run but
control the emissions and dis-
charges. The inseclicides are
poisons but they can be
sprayed on cdible crops with-
out causing any damage to
the users it is becausc they arc
used in right quantity at right
right
Similarly we can
dustries  without  damaging
our Enviromment. Tt neceds
planning and Implementation.
Environment Friendly Tech-
nologics arc
Devices and techniques are
available which would reduce
or completely bring the emis-
sions and discharges (o the re-
quired NIEQS. Those who
think that only by giving am-
bitous plan and making cer-
in  punitive Laws il is
possible o contral the pollu-
tion they must be living in a
lools paradise. We have very
sirict Drug laws and Food
laws but have failed o stop
adulteration in  food and
drugs

time and in way.

run In-

available,

So far as Environment s
concerned  we  appreciate
Government’s Plans. All the
new industries are supposed
to abtain ¢lcarance from com-
petent
bound to either base their in-
dustrics
Fricndly Technology or have
suitable arrangements [or the
Treatments of their cffluents
and discharges in such a way
that they become hammless to
the environment. We will not
comment on the iinplementa-
Many industrics
have emerged specially in

authorities and  are

on  Environment

tion part
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power sector after the enfor-
cement of the Law. But the
results are before you the per-
mission has been granted we
cannot doubt the intentions of
the competent authority while
granting permission. The old
industrics have to improve
their conditions bcfore July
1996, The difficulty is that all
of them are not in a paosition
o do so for a varicty of
reasons i.¢. some industries
have no additional
available o put abatement
devices in their premises. For
some of them
feasibility does nat allow, for
olhers cost of abatement
devices is many times the
cost of their plant. And for
most of them Technologics

space

cconomic

are not available in the
country. Before the target date
arrives and implementation
becomes impossible TIPCCI

has taken up the mattcr.

Industrialists  arc  also
cilizens of Pakistan, they
have to live here with their
children. They are as much
concermed about the Environ-
ment as other Pakistanis are.
Some black sheep are found
everywhere. Presence of such
persons cannot be ruled out
among Industrialists  also.
['PCCI which is an apex body
has very carclully studied the
whole siluation. And alter
having realized that the Tech-
nology is the key to he solu-
tion FPCCI has given top
priorily to bring the Environ-
mental Technologies to our
country. It is hoped that our
nation has a potential to
modify, unprove and develop
these Technologies to the re-
quirement of the country. For
this purpose FPCCI  has
launched a program known as
Environmental  Technology
Program  for  Industrics
(ETPD). This program is
financed by Government of
Netherlands and is in advance
stage. The primary objcctive

of ETPI is to promote the use
of the Lnvironmentally safe
Technologics for the produc-
tion of Eanvironmentally sale
Products by Pakistan’s manu-
facturing / industrial  sector
through adoption of mecasures
for pollution abatement,
wasle management and recy-

cling, chemical recovery,
more elficient utilization of
patural/economic  resources,

production and installation of
instrumnentation and control
systems for utilizing the mare
efficient and environmentally
safe production technologies.
Besides these some specific
objectives

achicved, as:

would also he

1) To establish co-ordinated
and cooperative network for
the implemenling environ-
mental projects in the In-
dustral sector of Pakistan.

2) To develop dissemination
ool mechanism and mediums
for demonstrating the henefils
of envitonmental technology

3 To strengthen capacitics
and capabilities of the
rclevant institutions bath in
the public and private scctar
for installing and operaling
environmental technology.

4) To exccute environmental
technology demonstration
projects in the selected in-
dustrial sub-sectors.

5) To increase the implemen-
tation ability of National En-
vironmenlal Quality Stand-
ards.

1 hope you will appreciate
the efforts of Industnalists
and paint a new picture as En-
vironment Fricnd rather than
an enemy. O

People warned
against illegal
constructions

Commissioner ~ Karachi
has taken strict notice of
gross violation of building
plans of Karachi DBuilding
Control Authority and noted
that a number of construction
companics were indulging in
construction of buildings un-
authorisedly and illegally.

According to an official
Press release, it was noted
that such violations were
more frequent particularly in
the Garden LZast arca.

In this regard pecople were
wamed and advised not to
cnter into any deal in any of
such projects which were il-
legal. It was pointed out that
action has been initiated
against all such projects.

The Press release said a
list of all such illegal prajects
situated in Garden East area
was  available in  the
Commissionct's office.

Courtesy “Dawn”
13-14-95

Commercialisation
of children’s park in
PECIIS Block 11

The Prime Minister’s
secretariat, on a complaint of
a PCCIIS resident, has asked
KMC 1w initiate inquiry
against a Deputy Controller
of Buildings, who issued
NOC to convert a 60,000 sq.
ft. children’s park inte a com-
mercial plot.

The said amenity plot (No.
22-E, Block 6) was for a
children park and the KMC
had spent Rs. 2.5 million on
its development. But  a
Deputy Centroller of Build-
ings issued the NOC to the
PECIIS Socicly Lo usc it as a
commercial sile. On the resis-
tance of the arca people the
NOC was withdrawn.

Mr. Sher Afzal Khan, a
resident, recenlly complained
to the Prime Minister that no
action had been taken against

the ermant KBCA official and
feared that the said amenity
plot was not yet sale from the
builders mafia and the KBCA
officials.

The Chief Controller of
Buildings, also submitted a
repart to the Administrator
explaining that the plot was
comunercialised on verbal in-
struction of the Secretary to
the Chief Minister and that
the KBCA oflicial was not
gualty.

However, the Adminis-
trator was not satlisfied as he
should have been informed. O

15 premises
declared protected

The Sindh Government
has under Sindh Cultural
Heritage {Preservation} Act,
1994 declared 15 premises of
historical places as prolected
heritage.

The premises which have
been declared as protected
heritage included: KPT IHead
Olfice Building, Eduljec Din-
shaw Road; ITarbour Masler’s

House, Manora; Dy.
Canservator's Tlouse, Mano-
ra, Saint Paul Church,
Manora; Watch Tower,

Manora; Flag Mast, Manora,
KPFE Officers Club, Manara;
Obsecrvatory, Manora; Water
Trulf, Near Ilarding Bridge,

Hindu  Temple, Manom,
Mules Mansion, Keamari,
Christ Church, Near Jackson
Police Station, Keamari;

llindu Ghat at Native Jelty
Bride; Variawa Chamber, 14,
Sunnyside Road, Belgrave
Terrace Road, Karachi and
Variawa Building, 1L
Chundrigar Road, Karachi.

Any objection to the issue
of the notification received by
the government within one
month from the date ol the
notification shall be taken
into consideration,

On the expiry of the said
period, the govemment after
considering the objections, if
any, may confirm or withdraw
the notification. O




KBCA to punish
builders for
publicising projects
illegally

The Centroller of Build-
ings Karachi Building Con-
trol  Authority, KDA, has
asked the official concerned
to keep a strict watch an the
advertiscments  of  housing
projects, and immediate ac-
tion be taken and show-canse
notices be issued to those
builders who are advertising
their projects illegally.

This directive was issued
by the Controller during a
mecting which reviewed the
media publicity of housing
prajects without NOCs.

Meanwhile, the KBCA-
KDA has informed the people
that no NOC has been issued
to Gul listale and Gui Con-
struction Company reparding
media publicity ar for boak-
ing and sule of plots mcasur-
ing 120, 200, 400 or 600
squarc yards in blocks 8, 9
and 10 of Gulistan-c- Jauhar.

The KBCA has adviscd
the people not o enter inwo
any transaction with the finm.
Thosc purchasing plots in this
scheme would do so on their
own rtisk and the KBCA

.vou]d not be responsible.

It has also advised the
people to consult the KBCA
before making any deal for
purchase of land/fat or house
in any of the KDA’s scheme
“The KBCA is taking lcgal
action against the company
under the Sindh Building
Control Ordinance,” said a
Press release.

Courtesy: Dawn, 18-11-1994

LETTERS

November 20, 1995
Rel: 633/35-987
Chiel Controller of Buildings
KMC/KBCA
KMC Ilead Oifice, Annexe Building
M.A Jinnah Road,
Karachi,

Dear Mr. Rauf Faroogi

Re: ILLEGAL BUILDINGS IN JAMSHED
QRTS. AND GARDEN WEST

This news-item is very welcome! It is good
lo see that the KBCA is beginning o crack-
down on illegal builders!

Can you please tell us what has happencd to
the two cascs in Jamshed Quarters, Plots 933
and 190, that we drew to your attenlion vide
our letter dated 11-11-95. {the advertiscment
leaflets of Plot 190 were enclosed with our
complaint). Work slill scems Lo be going on at
site!

In view of the high level ol cooperalion
being extended to you by the Commissioner
and dislrict administration, your prompt action
is required to stop all the unauthorised can-
struction aclivily immediately,

Sincerely,

(Amber Alibhai)
General Secretary
Shehri-CBE

To

The Administrator,
SHEINRI-CRI,
206-G, Block 2,
PECLS,

Karachi.

Dear Mrs. Ali,

To Mrs. Mansoor,
The Administrator,
Shehri-CBE,
Karachi.

Subject To participate in the activitics of Shehri

Dear Mrs. Mansoor

I have gone through a newsletter/publica-
tion of Shehri, I am very pleased to see that in
the present age of hustle and bustle, the Shehri
is doing a very good job.

In this connection I want to share 4 hand in
your noble cause. Tam sending you the coupon
as well as a copy of abstract of a rescarch paper
which I had done in my Master’s degree course
from Univemsity of Karachi. My (his research
won first prize in the contest belween univer-
sities of Karachi, Punjab and A1.O.U. Besides,
also find herewith my few arlicles relating 10
the environment.

Looking farward [or your kind reply.
Yours [aithfully,

(5.M. Uzuir)
Advocale

Thank you indeed for the membership fomn and the ‘intoduction’. Let me tell you that ['in not
Justan ‘Environment Conscious Bug' for the fad of it, but, on the contrary, aware to the real extent

ol what is actually being done 1o the EARTII wd

ay. Lhave, in the pasi, tied o contact arganiza-

tions like the ‘[RIENDS OF TIE FEARTI and environmental magazines abroad but as it happens

did not receive a very healthy response from them,

SHEIRI-CBE may help to realisc my wish 1o actually be a part of people who're doing some-
thing for our future and not just making statements in print!

Madam, [ hape you'll welcame my addition to

worth.

your group and, alse, t wish to prove o you my

As a luture “media force” T have the intentions of doing just that.

Sincerely,
Zunaira Durrani
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Forgotten foods

The press is full of reports
detailing the annihilation of
pur planet’s natural systems,
and the corresponding loss of
bicdiversity. The [ull impact
of this ‘ccocide’ has not yet
hit us, but agronomists and
plant breeders have been rais-
ing red {lags for decadcs.
Along with habilat destruc-
tion on a massive scale, has
come the impoverishment of
the wild gene pool so vilal for
maintaining the health of cul-
tivated food crops and domes-
tic animals.

This is made worsc by
humankind’s dependence on a
tiny fraction of the food sour-
ces  the carth  provides.
Despite 10,000 years of set-
tled agriculture, and that fact
that 50,000 species of cdible
plants have been identified,
we use no more than 200
species on a regular basis. In
fact, a mere 15 varnclics ac-
count for 90 per cent of Lhe
world’s [ood supplics, with
just three of them - rice,
maize and wheat — supplying
nearly two-thirds of 1this
amount

These “Big Three” have
emerged as the most impor-
tant food crops on carih,
providing a basic dict for
more Lthan 4 billien peeple.
Rice alone feeds half of

Unexploited Biodiversity

e
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hurmanity. Although there are
over 10,000 different specics
of cereals, no new ones have
been introduced into culliva-
tion for the past 2,000 vears.

And what remains hangs
by an incredibly [ragile
genetic  thread. The  over-
whelming bulk of our cul-
tvated food now depends
increusingly on a  rapidly
shrinking gene poel. Accord-
ing o the UN foed and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) in Rome, since the
beginning of this century
about 75 per cent of the
genctic diversity of agricul-
tural crops has been lost,

A similarprocess  of
genelic crosion has ingreased
the vulnerability of domesli-
caled animals lo  discascs.
One in four livestock breeds
found outside Lurope are now
thought to be at risk of cxlinc-
because  of the im-
the wild

ton
poverishment  of
gene pool.

Genes [rom the wild are
invaluable for plant breeders.
When genetic uniformity left
the US maize crop vulnerable
to a blight that cost ncarly a
billion dollars in lost produc-
jon in the 1970s, rcsistance
was discovered in a wild
variety of maize [ound only
in Fast Alrica. It is equally

frighlening to realize that one
gene from a single Ethiopian
barlcy plant protects
Calilernia’s $160 million bar-
ley crop from the yellow
dwarf virus. In India, 10 types
of nice are grown in an arca
that once harbourcd over
30,000 diffcrent varicties!

Furthermore, lhe erosion
of the world's food sccurily
continues at an annual rale of
1-2 per cent.

Perhaps one way to com-
pensate for 4 narmowing gene
base, is to broaden the num-
ber of plants cullivated. Cul-
tivation of roots and tubers,
like cassava, yams and taro,
which arc important staples
for around one billion poor
people in the developing
world, could be expanded
casily. They are all nutritious
foods, high in carbohydrates,
calcium  and
Morcaver, they
grown in the tropics, even on

vitamin €.
are  castly

poor soils.

The other possibility is to
bring back some of the
world’s forgotien foods, fpods
which were e¢xploied in the
past but lost out to modem
agriculture. [n a pumber of
countrics, parlicularly in the

tropics, under-ex ploited,

waditional food plants are
heing rediscovered.

Take the example of
amaranle and quinoa, two
grains that were cultivated by
the Incas of Peru and the Az-
tees of Mcxico. Both have
been rediscovered by
agronomists.  These  two
grains are versatile and
nutritious foods, containing
more high quality prolein
than most other commercial
grains, including rice, maize
and wheat.

There is a growing com-
mercial market for both of
these plants. EHealth food
companics in North America
and Lurope have alrcady
developed products based on
both grains.

But these are only two of
thousands  of that
could be rediscovered and
cultivated in  commercial
quantities If we arc lo [ced 8
billion peeople by 2020, i
scems imperalive Lhat the
food  base  he
tuoadened considerably from
We  now
depend on. In fucl, our very

specics

world's
the few varielics
survival may depend on it

Courtesy — Don Hinrichsen
in Peaple & The Planet




United Nations Conference on Human Settlements
(HABITAT-II) 3-14 June, 1996, Istanbul

Habitat IT

The sccond United Na-
tiens Conference on [Iuman
Sctilements (Flabilat II, also
called *“'The City Summit”),
will be held in Istanbul [rom
3t 14 June, 1996. The first
Ilabitat conference was held
mn 1976,
which time shelter was recog-

in  Vancouver at
niscd as a basic human right,
and member statcs were en-
couraged 10 develop national
setllement policies to cnable
their populations 1o live in
safe, decent, and healthy sct-
.tlemcnts. The conlerence also

urged member states to for-
for land
management  for

mulate stralcgics
recsource
human develop-
ment, and ensure public par-
ticipation at all of
related Lo
human setilements.

seltlement

levels
development

The deterioration ol living

conditions,  especially in
developing countries, prompt-
cd governments to call upon
the UN to convene the second
Habitat conference. [labitat I
make the world’s
cilics, towns, and villages
healthy, safe, equitable and
sustainable. It will build upon
the made at
Habtitat I, and focus on two
major themes: adequate shel-
ter for all, and sustainable
human settlements in a rapid-
ly urbanising world. Given
that the majority of the
world's  population in  the
coming century will be ac-
commodated in cities and
towns, the conflercnce will
draw special attention to the
urbanisalion process. Wilhin
the [ramework of these two
themes, the confercnce will

aims to

agrcements

concentrate on the folowing
issucs: sheller and affordable
housing; governance; leader-

ship and participation; urban
poverty reduction and job
crealion; cnvironmental
management and the *brown
agenda™ for cities, disaster

mitigation, reliel and

reconstruction; and pgender
AWareness.
Habitat T also has a

process agenda. It will secek to
encourage public-private
partnetships for more cifec-
tive resource mobilisation and
investment; enlisling the par-
ticipation of all key actors,
men and women, at the
global, local
levels; capacity building and
strengthening of local institu-
tions; and finally, learning
from and documenting best
(or, as in this case, allerna-
tive) practices and harnessing
all available technology, ideas
and information to develop

national and

new salulions.

The expected outcomes of
the conference include greater
global awareness of the posi-
tive role of cilies and towns
as centres of employment, in-
vestment and trade, produc-
tion and consumption, cullure
and learning, and civic spirit
and social harmony; the iden-
tification of new and more ef-
fective investments in shelter
and urban development; the
design, adoption and im-
of national
plans of action based on na-
tional and local pricrities; and
lastly, the adoption and im-
plementation of a Glohal Plan
of Action.

plementation

Courtesy: Pakistan NGO Repoit
te Habitat I (1996)

JOIN SHEHRI
TO CREATE A BETTER ENVIRONMENT

Shehri Membership 1996

It you wish 1o join S H E H R I SHEHRI Citizens for a Betler Environment
please send Lhis card to =2 208G, Block 2, PE.CH.S,,
Karachi-754C0, Pakistan

.-...____-.-1-.-.

Don’t forget to renew your

Fax: 1940250 membership for 1996!
e e Join Shehri’s band of
Tel: (04 Tel. (Res): dedicated workers and do

your bit as a good citizen to

Adlilyrey

I j make this city a clean,
: A _ healthy and environmentally
Qceupation 0 TR friendly place to live in!
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PAKISTAN: WHY ARE OUR FORESTS DISAPPEARING?

In Pakistan there are two
major agents of deforestation:
B 1.ogging without care for
damage to the soil and
vegetation,  and
without replacement plant-
ing, and

B The pressure of people
and their animals on the
forests; trees are tapped
for resin, limbs are lopped
for fucl and fodder, fircs
are started to kill trees so
that they can be harvested.

When the tree is gone cat-

tle cat the seedlings so that

the trees cannot malure.

In the Murrce Ilills, the
Galis, the Swat and Kaghan
Valleys, the main threat to the
forest resource comes from

other

Work on outfall drain to save Indus right bank

By Aziz Ranjhani

The government of Sindh
has decided to begin work on
the project of the Right Bank
Outfall Drain {RBOD) on the
right bank of the Indus river.
With the completion of this
project, nearly 93,257 acres
of land in Larkana, [Jadu and
Shikarpur districts would be
hrought under cultivation

Al first, over all cost ol the
project was estimaled al Rs.
50 billion but now it is es-
timatcd al Rs. 44 billion. Ac-
cording to technical experts,
after the completion of this
project, they would be in a
position (o drain out the
saline watcr of Main Nam
Valley Drain {MNVD) direct-
ly into the Indus, instead of
Manchhar Lake.

These  lechnical  experts
further said that previously,
owing to water logging and
salinity, the [lertile land in
Larkana, Shikarpur and Dadu
districts on the right bank ol
the Indus, turned barren leav-
ing hundreds of farmers des-
filute.

After the completion of
the MNVD project, the culliv-
able lands on the right bank

the inhabitants of these arcas,

In Chitral, Azad Jammu and

Kashmir, and the Northern

Arcas, forests are disappear-

ing bath through logging and

people’s  pressure,with  log-
ging dominaling in the more
isolated arcas.

Key lacts

B 23% of Pakistan's {orest
cover comprises of
production forests  while
the rcmaining 72% com-
priscs  prolection  forests
which are of little or no
commercial value.

M The causcs  of
deforestation in Pakistan
include commercial [og-
ping without replanting,
and pressures on forests

major

of the Indus were largely
suved, hut due to the draining
af saline water into Manchbar
Lake, Asia’s biggest sweet
water lake 1s facing serious
environmental nsk

The saline waler also
played havoc with marine life
causing hardships (o the local
ishermen many of whom
migraled to other places 1o
camn their livelihood. Tt was
also [cured by imrigalion ex-
perts that by the year 2000
AD marine life in the cen-
turiecs old  hiswrical and
natural Manchhar Lake would
be destrayed in toto.

Besides, warld bodies on
environmental safety have
also pressurized the present
government to stop pollution
around Manchhar Lake to
save the fish as well as human
lile of those people whe are
depending on the water of
Muanchhar Lake and utilising
its water for drinking pur-
pose.

[n this conncclion, the
Soctety for the Conscrvation
and Protection of [Environ-
ment  (SCOPE)  has  also
warned in its bulletin that the

from poor farmers and
their animals

M Private farm  lands in
Pakistan are currently
responsible [or four times
the lunber produced in
state  forests and nine
times the fuc]l wood.

M The destruction  and
degradation of [orests bas
widespread  implications
{or human society.

M Deforestalion also threal-
ens the stability of soil in
the upland watersheds, the
generation of hydel energy
and the [unctioning of ir-
rigation networks.

B Delorestation deprives the
world of the genclic diver-
sity on which it ultimatcly

waler of the Manchhar Lake
that is being supplied w©
MNV1) and Danisler canal to
various arcas of Sindh for cul-
livation is not only dangerous
[or the agricultural land, but it
could also pose a threat o
other agricultural Tands in the
VICINILY

A few months back,
SCOPE and another orpaniza-
tion Environmental Impact
Stwdy have also warned that
if the contaminalion ol water
is not checked and the impact
of this pollution is not taken
seriously, perhaps all life
around the lake would be
dead by the year 2000.

Keeping into  considera-
tion all the above factors, the
Sindh Chief Minister, who
also belongs to this arca and
the Maachhar Lake is a part
of this constituency dccided
to commence work on the
project. It is believed that
peeple of this arca voted for
Syed Abdullah Shah, when he
promised them during elec-
tioncering that he would start
work on the project if he

came to power. Thus the

people voted for him with a

depends.

B Local atlempts o protect
and mange the forests and
¢stablish and nurture new
plantings have been sue-
cessful in certain regions —
though not yct on a sig-
nilicant national level.

B Rural women, many of

whose families depend
heavily on forest or tree
products, have proved

powerful allics in conser-
valion programumes; like-
wisc non-governmental or-
ganizations have proved
eflcctive  in im-
plementing projects at the

grassrools level.

mast

hepe they would come back
to Lheir ancestral abode alter
their would
come into power and would
start normal lile

Sunultancously Sindh
Chicf Minister, Syed Abdul-
lah Shah fulfilfed his commit-
ment by slarting the work on
RROD project and this would
certainly make the dreams of
many farmers and lishermen
come rue.

It has been vicweil by the
rrigation and agricultural ex-
perts  that the agricultural
production  of  Larkana,
Shikarpur and Dadu districts
will almost be doubled with
the completion of this project.
The new direct canal that will
be connected with the pump-
ing station will drain out
about 2200 cusces of waler
daily from the waler logged
arcas of the above three dis-
tricts. This new concept of
direct drainage system in the
river Indus has been ap-
preciated by the local people
as well as by the irrigation
and agriculiure experts.

Courtesy: The News 22-8-94

representative




SHEHRI ACTIVITIES

Continued lromn page 1
4. To appoint auditors for the
1996 and to [ix their
remaneration
5. Renewal ol Membership
for the year 1996,
6. Any other business with
the permission ol the chair
Minutes

The minules of the weet-
ing were read by Mr. Qazi
FFacz Isa, Chairman, who also
clabarated on the ongoing ac-
tivities ol Shehri-CBIE,

yeiur

The Chairman said that
Shehri-CBIE s a non-profit
and non-goverament organi-
the
cause of bringing about cn-

cilion, commited Lo
virommnental awareness for the
betlerment of the ¢itizens. Mr.
luez suid that Shehrt wants
15 members Lo participate and
the
various aclivities underlaken
by It The Managing Commit-
we 15 drawn [rom the mem-

give  sugpeslions  on

bership ol the General Body
clections, every lwo  years.
The clections will be held
next year and this 1s the lime
that those who wanl to con-
test the clections. may please
the office  during
warking hours (or any assis-
lance required. Mr, Iacy con-
linmed that he would not be

contact

conlesling  next lor

. Chairperson

FNF - Friedrich Naumann
Foundation, Germany

Mr Tuez explained thal
Shehri is primarily  being
funded by NI, Germany, It
does nel have an uagenda,
which we have lo projecl.
‘They do not diclale as o what
we do, whether pro-govern-

year

ment, or anti-gavemment,

SHEHRI-CBE, Karachi

We receive donations from
lime w0 time. Wc are sup-
perted by the subscriptions

drawn {rom our membership

[nitially, it was an or-
ganizalion which was pitted
against the government agen-
We now find that the
have learnt

cies

civic agencics

about us and have realized
that we do not have any hid-
den agenda, They are willing
lo hear us and iavile us lo
make suggestions on issucs
which mvolve the citizens of
this melropolis. The Chair-
man emphasized that il Sheh-
ri makes a small dillerence,
we [eel we have done our
task

Sometimes if one does not
get clecled on the Managing
Committee, but if the mem-
hers {ecl that he could be of
assistance Lo us, we co-opt the
person concerned. We have
co-opted  Messrs Tarhan
Anwar, Ilusan  Merchant,
linran Sheikh and Mrs. Vicky
de Souza.

We divided
Manuging  Commitiee

the
into
different arcas of specializa-

have

on accarding to the expertise
a member has The following
are our Sub-Committees:
ARCHITECTURAL &
CULTURAL HERITAGE
SUB-COMMITTEE
headed by Mr. Danish Azar
Ruby

Mr,  Danish  has  just
prepared a brochure on the ar-
chilectural beautiful buildings
in Karachi. Somc of lhese
buildings are being demo-
lished eyes.
Greater involvement must bhe

before  our
there o exert pressure in this
regard,

MEDIA & OUTREACH
SUB-COMMITTEE,

headed by Ms. Humaira
Raliman and Mr. Hasan

Jaftlery
Newsletter
This  Sub-Committce  is

with
publishing and printing 3
Newsletlers in English, Urdu
and Sindhi, focusing basically
on
Iivery member is supposed to
gel a capy of the Newslelter,
which is published quarierly.
II' anyone who was having
gelling  the
Newsleller could contact our

prunarily  concerned

envirommental  matters.

difficulty  in

office and inform us accord-
ingly.

We arc preparing a direc-
lory for carlier issues. We
have compiled a synopsis on
various subjects like air pollu-
tion and pollution in Malir
River, cte. For anyone who
wants to wrile or read the pre-
vious issues, a small fee will
be charged for photocapies.

LEGAL SUB-COMMITTEE
headed by Mr. Qazi Facz
Isa and Mrs. Amber Alibhai
Tn this activity, it was ex-
plained by the Chatrman, that
most of the work was heing
done hy Mrs, Amber Alibhai,
who shoulders all the respon-
sibility and blame, if any.

We get considerable assis-
tance from Mr. Roland de
Souza and Mrs. Vicky de
Souza, who have heen spear-
heading the movement, ensur-
ing that high-riscs are not
construcled in  thosc arcas
where G+1 is permitted. We
also have assistance from
Baurister Namur Rehman

Building Code

There  are  innumerable
aspects of the Building Code
violations. There are diver-
sitics in law and rcgulations.
A delegation went 1o sec the
Administrator of KMC who
constituted a body te suggest
amendments to these laws.
Barrister Rchman
chaired the body which com-
priscd of architecls like Mr
Arif  lasan, [ngr  Raul
Akhter Farooqui of KBCA, a
represenlative of KDA, Profl.
Nauman Ahmed, Technical
Adviser to the Adminisirator,
KMC, We made recommen-
dations to the Sindh Building
Code which
would go a leng way in
reslricting diversity in law

Quetta Building Code
It was observed

Naimur

Ordinance,

that
Shchn’s acuvilies are focuscd
more and more on Karachi
Anather aclivily of Shehri is
to amend the building laws of
Quectta Building Code. Quetta

has a very high scismic risk
and the negatlive aspect of
consirucling high-rises in this
seismic zone was highlighted.

The Chairman recalled the
Qucita earthquake of 1935
that devastated it completely
and killed thousands of
people. Shehri would ensure
that this does not cccur. A
Jjudgment is awaited that will
probably come out by April
this vear.

ANTI-POLLUTION
SUB-COMMITTEE
headed by Mr. Khatib/
Mrs. Khatib Ahmed

Mr. Khatib said that we do
what we slarted off as a major
of Shehri - to
prevent air pollution, water

business

poellution, noise pallution. We
were locky to have got a
Supreme Court order on noise
pollution. We went ahead
with it. Just a few months
back the Administration tried
o slop aulo-tickshaws from
going  around without
lencers. There was a small
fight back [rom the rickshaw
people, but still it is on

si-

Solid Waste Management

We teok up an area and
coardinated the cidizens with
the KMC for the disposal of
garhage. Mr. Khatib said that
we pay KMC taxes and it is
their business to do this work
Shehri made the citizens
aware of the fact that if lit-
tered parbage was disposed
off, it would bc w their
benefit enlirely,

Power Plants

This year we would do
what we ¢an lo prevent hann
and damage that will be done
lo Karachi by the Power
Plans. Therefore, we want the
help and support of our
friends and members.

PARKS & RECREATION
SUB-COMMITTEE
headed by Mr. Khatib
Ahmed

The attention of the mem-
bers was drawn to page 15 of
the report and it was observed
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thut one of our on-going
schemes was the invalvement
of the student communily in
Plantation. We  ap-
proached the Director  of
Parks, Mr. Hanil Nasir, who
giave us saphngs Tor school

Tree

children livery child present
was piven a sapling. To get
children mvolved is very cru-
ciul A child feels very prolee-
Live aboul his particular tree.

We should Uy to warget a
specihic park. We can ensure
some sort of accountability
We cun see Lo it that the mali
igardener) does his work lirst
in the specific park, and then
poes  clsewhere, Mr. Facy
conlirmed that at the moment
we do not have the resource
not the manpower for this ac-
lvily, Mr lucs stressed that
Mr. Naml Nasir, Director of
Parks, has played a positive
role in this sphere of activily.
In Delence [lousing Seciely,
in [ronl of Secu View Aparl-
ments, he has planted trees
and has also planted dogwood
in Clifton Boat Busin arca,
which uap the seil for rec
plantation,

FUND RAISING
SUB-COMMITTEE
headed hy inran Raza
Sheikl/Hasan Merchant

Il is good w0 have altema-
live methods of financing., We
have had discussions within
Shehri as 1o how to go about
i We muy be approaching
other danors Lo help us

This Sub-Comimittee has
not becn eperpetic. We should
rejuvenale 1t

GENERAL WORKS
COMMITTEE
All Members of Shehri
Auention of the members
was drawn 1o Lhe wrile-up on
page 18 of the report and at
wus emphasized that this is
another aclivity of
Shehri,

njor

AMENITY PLOT

We had a very specific
seminur in Oclober, 1995 on
Amenity Plats designated for
the Master

schools, undcer

Plan, which should not be
utiized for any other purpose,
or encroached upon. Mr. I'acz
called upon the members (o
participale in this activity, as
they being the owners should
feel very strongly about it
Whatever we have must be
conserved.
COMPOSTING UNIT
FOR ZOOLOGICAL
GARDENS headed by
Mr. & Mrs. Khatib Ahmed

Il was observed that gar-
bage waste can he converted
mto compost and uscd as
manure. The positive aspect is
that it reduces the work of Lhe
garbage collecting  agency.
The members were asked il
anyone was interested in this
activity, he could contact Mr.
& Mrs, Khatib Ahmed who
had tremendous knowledge of
the subject.
POWER PLANTS
headed by Mr. Navaid
Husain

A number of Power Plants
have been purchased by the
country, During a seminar it
-anspired that the [urnace oil
that is imported is ol the
worsl calegory possible. It
creates a great degree of pol-
lution and is not  used
anywhere in the world, We
need more and more informa-
lion as lo why the govemn-
ment is importing this oil and
what is the differcnce in price
for the mext best, which
would cause less pollution.
Prior to coming 1o a c<on-
clusion it was imporiant to
have information and the
malerial Lo make an inlcl-
ligent choice. It was sug-
gesied thal we uy to bring in
experts and disseminale infor-
mition o our members, as
well  as

public, wha can act as a pres-

members of the

SUTC LrOUp On VArious goverm-
ment bodies,

ENVIRONMENTAL
JOURNALISM IN THE
SINDHI PRESS

headed by Ms. Humaira
Raliman and Mr. Hasan
Jaffery

‘The next seminar was on
Environmental  Journalism.
Since there was much en-
vironmental degradation not
only in Karachi but in entirc
Sindh as well, a lot of infor-
mation was required 1o be dis-
seminsled here. Mr. Facez said
that now “environment 18
galning currency in urban
arcas”. This was the reason
that prompted us to bring our
a Newsletler in Sindhi lan-
guage and creale  pelitical
awarcness 1in Sindh. It was
felt that we should get the

Sindhi journalists mvolved.

Mr. l'acz went on o ex-
plain hat our water supply
comes froin River Indus. This
waler channcl  provides a
linkage between urban and
rural areas. He invited those
members who were inerested
in sending their contributions
in Sindhi language, 1o contuct
our Media & Outcach Sub-
Commiuee, who  would
publish the articles in their
Sindhi Newsleller.

INDUSTRIAL
POLLUTION &
MASTER PLAN

A scminar was held by
Shehri in November 1995,

One of Shehri’s Newslet-
ter caricd an arlicle on the
Lyari River and the pollutants
discharged into it by the
Sindh  Industial  Area. A
judge of the Supreme Courl
was also a subscriber to the
Newslelter that carried the ar-
Licle.
notice of it and a letter was
circulaled to all the industrial
establishments,

Ile took “‘suo mata™

Inquiring
whether or not they were
the efflucnis. The
pharmaceutical
were most concemed  and
starled looking inlo the aspect
of treating efllucnts.

treating
campanics

The aliention of the mem-
bers was drawn 1o the inter-
esting letter from KBCA
(KMC) on page 34 of the
report, wherein the Chicf
Controller, complimented our
cllorts lor raising awarcncss

and combating the building
mafia

In one incident we cnlisted
the support of the Commis-
sioner, Karachi, who con-
tacted the DC of the arca
concerned, to stop the iliegal
construction of a building
The Commissioner Karachi
has played a pivetal role in
supparting our cause. Shehri
was responsible for bringing
the Lwo government dagencies
waether

The Chairman elucidated
that the KBCA always give
the excusc that the builder has
gol a stay order and that noth-
ing can be done. This would
go on in perpetuity. Shehri
slarted on a lew cases of 1l-
legal buildings and ensured
thal cach and every case was
conducted properly.

In anather seminar on the
Caneer of Ilegal Buildings in
Karachi, held at the
Auditorium ol Chartered Ac-
countants, Lhis year, we In-
viled representatives of lhe
civic agencies, like the Com-
missioner  Karachi,  LPA,
KESC, KWSD, SSGC,
KBCA, and the builders to
parlicipate, In this manner we
provided
cilizens.

assislance ta  the

LEGALASSISTANCE BY
MR. NAIMUR REHMAN
AND THE CHAIRNMAN

Mr. Naimur Rehman, a
senior member of the Bar and
the Chairman ofllered to assist
the legal deparunent ol the
KBCA/KMC on any legal
issue that they cannaot contend
wilh

Mr. Wasli, Controller of
Buiidings, KECA (KMC) was
of the opinion that the
builders arc represented by
the most cxpensive councils,
whereas on the part of the
Authority, one lawyer was
dealing with about 50 to 100
Chairman  con-
[irtned again that he and Mr

cases.  The

Naimur Rehman are availuble
on a particular day of the
week {or consullations




The  Chairman  further
stated that some major build-
ings were being demaolished
and thal the fuvourite argu-
ment ol the builder is that he
is providing a service to the
people, by piving them low
cost Lluts. This was not true,
as the reul benefieiary was the
builder himself.

STAFF MEMBERS

The  Chairman  bric(ly

described the duties of Sheh-

ri-CBLE Staff Members, as
under:
Mrs. Muansoor, Adminis-

trulor, Mrs. Naheed Kader,
Secretary and M Tamseel
Ahmed Khan, Assistant Coor-
dinator

[e stated that the Manug-
ing Commitice comprises of 4
Members and they are: 1. Mr.
Quazi Tucy Isa, Chaimman; 2.
M Jaflery, Vice
Chainnan: 3. Mrs, Amber
Alibhai, General Secretary; 4.
Mr. Khaub Abmed, Treasurer,
NEXT AGM MEETING

For the next AGM Meet-
we would he circulaling

tlasan

ing,
the Nomination Forms, which
proves thul Shehri was not
just ussociated  with ceriain
individuals, and that wherever
possible new blood should be
injected into il

To Turther the goals of
Shebhri, more members should
come {orward so thal it gets
known by the public. Mr
Vaez [urther cxplained that
aur Brganizalion was an open
boek and that there were no
Our  uccounts  are
by Churtered  Ac-

countants,

seCrels.
audited

Accaunts
adopted as proposed by Mr
Qazi ez Isa and scconded
by Mr. Rolund de Souza.
COMMENTS BY THE
VICE CHATRNMAN ON
SUHEHRI’S WORKSHOQP
ON ENYIRONMENTAL
JOURNALISM IN THE
SINDHI PRESS -
MANCHHAR ECOSYSTEM
Mr 1Tasan Tallery suid that
we gol wgeiher seme Sindhi

The were

Journalists and  participanls
and ook them w the diswrict
ol Dadu where a scminar was
held in October last year, in
collaboration with some 18
Journalists from Dadu district.
Groups were formed of 21
members each, which were
assigned  dilferent  duties.
They also met the MPA of the
region. Mr. Jallery informed
the members that the Media
& Outreach Sub-Commitice
would be going to Dadu in
Apnl o re-centralize Lhese
groups and that they intend
going Lo other provinces as
well. They have set up a com-
mittee Lo sludy the environ-
menlal degradalion of
Manchhar ILake, where (he
paverly is awe-inspiring, Mr
Masan Talfery called upon the
members present to actively
participate in our activilics.
FUND RATSING
SUB-COMMITTEE

The members were unani-
mous on having a morc encr-
getic Sub-Commillee o
tackle the question of fund
ruising which is the need of
the hour,

There
answer session and the fol-

was  a  question/

lowing decisions were taken

It was proposed by Mr,
Roland that funding should
be sought from avenues other
than I'NI® and the funding
provided by FNI' should be
gradually phased oul over a
period of 3 years. The matter
was taken o a vote and was
rejected by the General Body
who suggested (hat allerna-
uve [unding must be sought —
but phasing oul completely of
I'NT was not practical.

The minotes of the last
Annual General Meeting were
confirmed,

The  Annual  General
Report was read by Mr. Qazi
lfacy Isa and sceonded by
Mrs. Amber Alibhai. The
Annual General Report was
adopled.

Glass Tower:
probe into CM’s
order directed

Sindh  Chief  Minister,
Sycd Abdullah Shah has or-
dered Commissioner Karachi
lo conduct an inquiry into his
own (CM's) orders regarding
Glass Tower on main Cliflon
Road.

In an olficial handout 13-
sued by the Informalion
Department  on April 18,
1996, the Chjef Minister or-
dered the Corunissioner o
conduct an inquiry into the
construclion ol Glass Tower
beyond the allowed plot ralio
in the zone.

The CM also dirccted the
Commissioner to inquire into
the scetback o [uture widening
of Clifion Road caused hy un-
authorised construction of the
building.

In his inquiry arder, the
CM directed the DC South to
prynediniely skop conginaclion
work of Clnss Tower 101l the
the

submission ol inquiry

report.

It may be recalled that the
KBCA had appraved the plun
submitted by LExcel Builders
for Glass Tower on plot Na.
2-I'T-3 for ground plus [our
[loors as per plot ratia of 1:3
allowed in the zone.

[Mowever, Shah relaxed the
rules and approved the con-

slruction of bascement,
ground, mezzanine, two park-
ing loors plus 14 upper

floors on the same plot. Ile
also allowed relaxalion in the
covered area and approved a
plot ratio of 1:8 hevond the
allowed ralio 1n the zone. All
these relaxations he allowed
on an appliclion of the huilder
submitled in  January this
year.

Courtesy: The News, 19-04-06

cmember that the
R opportunity for great

deeds  may  never
come, but the opportunity for
good deeds is renewed day by
day. The thing for us to long
for is the goodness, nat the

glory.
M in the moming is a
wonderfully
pleasant and exhilarating way
to start the day. I like the
warmth, T like a good cake of
soap, and I like the idea that
I'm part of a civilization that
has organized ilself to get
waler to my house and have it
warm and waiting for me
when T get up. It's diflicult to
remember to be amazed every
day, but it is amazing.

¥ shawer first thing

Reader’s Digest

The Law Of
Energy

Conservation:
nergy can neither be
created nor destroyed,

E it is transformed [ram

ane form 1o another.
ORIN OTTIER WORDS —
What We Are Not Using We
Are Wasting.
GREEN OPTIONS:
1. Inergy Lificient
nologies,
a. Cogeneration
h. Combined Cyele Plants.
2. Inergy Conscervation Prac-

Tech-

lices.
3. Renewable [nergy Sour-
ces,

a Diogus.

b. Solar,

¢ Wind.
4. Small Scale Hydro Power
Plants

19




SHEHRI REPORT

Cancer of Illegal Buildings: A Search for its Cure

Shehr-CBE in collabora-
tion with Memon Proles-
sional Forum organised a
Seminar on Cancer of Illégal
Buildings, a search for ils
Cure, at the Instilute of
Chartered Accountants, Clif-
ton, Karachi on Saturday,
January 13th, "96.
OBJECTIVES
1. To creale awarcness aNong
the citizens of Karachi, that
they are the rightful owners
of this city, it docs not belong
to the government, or the
paliticians, or the bureaucrats,
or lhe KMC. Therefore the
citizens must safeguard and
protect the city and sland up
for thcir rights, and [ulll]
their obligations to themscl-
ves, their fellow residents and
the future gencrations
2. The growing neced for ade-
quate housing in the city,
which must be  addressed
lepitimately and within the
law, If the building regula-
tions need to be amended, this
must be done with propcr
planning, public consensus,
and transparcncy.

3. The infrastructure of the
metropolis of Karacht must
be improved so that the

citizens can have a decent
life. The old areas of the
which have becen over-
crowded during Lhe past
decades, need to be paid spe-
cial aktention.

The Seminar was or-
ganised with a mative to find
ways and means to stop il-
legal misuse of residential
arcas [or purposes of com-
mercialisation by Building
Control Autherities and errant
builders warking in  col-
laboration with each other.

Commissioner, Karachi
Pivision, Mr. Zia-ul-Islam
was the chief guest.

Other govermmental
departments were represented
by their respective heads, viz:

Mr. Rauf Akhtler IFarooqui,
Chicf  Controller, KBCA,
(KMC), Brigadier Manscor
Ahmed, MD, KW&SD;, Mrs.
Mehtab Akber Rashidi, Direc-
lor General, EPA; Mr. Akhler
Ansari, GM, KESC, Mr
Wajahat FHussain, GM, 8SGC,
Mr. Munsoor Qadri, CODB,
KBCA/KMC, Mr. Ghulam
Dastagir, Diswict Registrar,
bMr. Karitn 1ai, Chairman,
ABAD; Mr. Mumtaz Rafee,
CCA; Mr. Anf llasan, Ar-

chiteclVIAP; Mr. S.A. Tlasan,
Engincer, 1EP; Mr. Qazi Facz
1sa, Chainman, Shehri-CBE.
The Scminar began with
an exhibition on illegal com-
mercialisation of residential
areas displaying photographs
and maps of violated plots.

The Commissioner along
with olther  participants
vicwed the exhibition and tea
and refreshments were
scrved.
SPEECHES

Speaker Mr. Rauf Essa

spoke for Shchri-CBE and
Memon Prolessional I'erum,
on the hazards causcd due to
violations of the building
cade by the builders mafia,
and the ill ¢[lcets of the same
on the lives ol innocent
cilizens.

Mr. [Essa gave a detailed
account of the illegal highrisc
constructions in  residental
areas, which was being done
with the connivance of the
building control authorities
and the builders, without any
regard to public convenience
and welfarc. The resultant en-
vironmental  hazards  and

damape will be irrepamble,
leading o lack of inlrastruc-

wre and the traffic conges-
tion, pellution leading o en-
vironmental degradation.

M, Essa laid stress on the
mental and physical health of
the futare generations which
will sulfer and produce
retarded and inhibited
children who will only add to
lhe already existing Lerrorists,
with their do or die aclivities,
destroying the peace of the
city.

Mr. Rauf Akhter Farooqui,
Chicf  Controller KBCA
(KMC) replicd to the allega-
tions lodged against the build-
ing control, and said that the
fault was not with KBCA, but
it was due to the involvement
of the Judiciary with the
building malia.

The builders were Hisus-
ing the NOCs issued by
KBCA from ground +1 to
ground +4 onwards and build-
ing highriscs instead.

The KBCA is laking ac-
tive intercst and working in
coordination with NGOs to
stop illegal construction as far
as possible.

Mr. Zia-ul-Islam, Commissioner, Karachi and Mrs. Mehtab Akber Rashidi with cthers.




