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Never doubt that a smalf group of
Hwughtful, commitled citizens can
change the worid Indeed, t’s the only
thing that ever has

—Margarel Mead
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Towards a Metropplitan Police System in Karachi

Tlhe ‘Gun Free Society m.lnpm'gu_ Jointly launched by Shelri-CBE, CPLC and HRCP
seems to have had a trigger effect. Efforts to de-weaponise the city and putting i place a
‘Metropolitan Police System’, it Karachi are taking concrete shape. This initiative can
only succeed with the active involvement and participation of the civil society, and the
putting in place of a strong metropolitan government

Learning from the Colombian Experience

1998, the Government of Pak-

istan decided to embark upon
a package of reforms to improve
the security climate and living
conditions in Karachi. The gov-
ernment started by imposing
Governers Rule in the Province of
Sindh. In a
meeting called
to discuss the [
law and order [
situation, which
was  presided §
over by the
Prime Minister
of Pakistan, it
was decided to
seek assistance
from interna-
tional organiza-
tions, as well as
from friendly countries, having
experience in facing similar law
and order situations. The task to
seek and co-ordinate such
assistance was entrusted to the
Governor of Sindh, who is the
constitutional head of the
province and of the Citizens -
Police Liaison Committee (CPLC).

In the last week of October,

In pursuance of these decisions
the CPLC approached the
United Nations Development

Can the metropolitan police exfinguish the
raging fire in Karachi®

Programme (UNDP), seeking
their guidance in the matter The
Governor of Sindh, Mr. Moinud-
din Haider had previously dis-
cussed with the Chiel of the
UINDP Governance Unit, the rele-
vance of the learning experiences
accumutated with regard to peace
processes, orga-
nized crime fight-
{ ing and citizen
security in the
Republic of
Colombia.

| Consequently, a
| mission compris-
ing of Dr. Dario
Barbarena, Co-
= ordinator, Office
of the High
Commission for
Peace, Presidency of the Republic
of Colombia (Ex-Director, Plan for
Matipnal Rehabilitation and ex-
Secretary of Popular Integration,
I'residency of the Republic), Mr.
lidger Suarez, Advisor, Office of
the High Commission for Peace,
Presidency of the Republic of
Colombia (Ex-Chief of Police) and
Dr. Paul Oquist, Chief of Gover-
pance Unit, UNDP / Pakistan
arrivied in Karachi on the 23rd of
November 1998.

Salient features of
the proposed KMPD

MPD shall be headed by
an Inspector General of
olice (IGP).

KMPD Chief shall be responsi-
ble to a Public Safety Commis-
sion comprising the foliowing:

d.

b.

Chief Minister or his nomi-
nee to be the Chairman.
One MPPA from the Trea-
sury to be nominated by
Leader of the House.

One MPA from opposition
to be nominated by Leader
of the Opposition.

Five members from
amongst eminent profes-
sionals to be nominated by
the Governor.

CPLLC Chief as ex-officie
member.

The Commission itself as a
body would be under the guid-
ance and control of the Chiet
Minister (Provincial Govt). The
Chief Minister or his nominee
has been proposed to head the
Commission. The commission
is expected to place its annual
performance before the Provin-
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EDITORIAL

Death of an Institution

o say that the murder of Hakim
Said has deprived the nation of a

greal benefactor and 'Hamdard'

{well wisher) is to to state the abvious.
In actual fact, in his death, the nation
has lost an institution.

and always found the time to write for
them.

It is often said that producing literature
for children is the most difficult of liter-
ary assignment. Hakim

For amidst the c¢rum-
bling institutional
framework of the
state, they are individ-
uals like Hakim Said,
Maulana Edhi, Akhtar
Hameed Khan and Dr.
Adeeb-ul-Hasan Rizvi,
to name a few, who
are filing to some
extent this administra-
tive gap.

| Sahib achieved this
| objective with such
ease and facility that
young minds instantly
related with and learnt
from his educative and
character building writ-
ings. He wanted to
develop a model
Pakistani, aware and
respectful of his/her
religious and eastern

This is unfortunate, for the beginnings
were very pramising. It is a historical
fact that our country was born on the
27th of Ramazan, based on the ideol-
ogy of Islam-a religion whose early fol-
lowers were the primary builders of
many institutions of the state which
now form integral pillars of modemn
age’s administrative structures. Hakim
Sahib was one such person who knew
the importance of institution building.
He was first and foremost a man of
action, who had the capacity (for which
he was ever thankful to God Almighty)
of translating his dreams and visions
into concrete reality He possessed
numerous valued facets to his impres-
sive personality. Provision of health
services and quality education for his
fellow countrymen were his priorities,
which he pursued with great vigor. But
for many, his supreme lasting legacy
was that he devoted much of his time
towards caring for the most neglected
segment of our society - our children.

In any civilized society, children are
considered VVIP's and are looked
after in a manner commensurate with
their exalted status in society. Reasons
are obvious. They are quite simply, the
nations future. Hakim Sahib cared for
children from the bottom of his hear

values and capable of
blending them with the requirements of
the present age. Of late, he had moved
from character building to putting in
place modern, state of the art educa-
tional services for the youth of the
country.

Now that Hakim Sahib is no more
amongst us, who will further this lega-
cy. Do we, as common citizens com-
prehend that this most precious of
resources is going to waste. Or is the
state even aware of its awesome
responsibility of nurturing and develop-
ing the ‘Pakistani Child™?

On the untimely death of his adopted
son, Zain-ul-Abden Khan Arif, Mirza
Asadullah Khan Ghalib wrote a moving
and poignant elegy, worth its weight in
gold (as is the case with all of Ghalib's
work). A couplet from that elegy goes a
long way in illustrating our profound
grief. O
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The main objective of the mission
was to prepare recommendations
for the Karachi Peace Process
based on international learning
experiences, from
the perspectives of
national actors and
stakeholders. Fol-
lowing field work
and preparation of
preliminary report
in Karachi, the final
report was to be
fnl‘npi]:mi in Colom-
bia by the Mst of
December, 1998

Dr. Dario Barbarena
identifed various new
initiatives taken in
Colombia. He said
that their Witness
Protection Programme
has proven very
successful, as has the
programme of ‘Judges

needs and concerns.

Tracing the history of the crisis, he
said that once policemen and

schoot teachers
were symbols of
public respect.

However, from the
50's, onwards the
police became
politicised as it was
used by successive
political govern-
ments 1o supress
the Opposition
This practice con-
tinued il the

On the 25th of Without Faces'. imposition of mar-
November, 1998, i tial law. In addi-
the Colombian mis- The experlment of tion, other prob-
sion was intro- introducing Local lems emerged
duced to the press ‘ which further
and noted Cilt}izen (?om'ts has a]_so aggravated the sit-
organizations and YIElded pOSithE uation. These

agencies in a local
hotel by Mr Jameel
Yusuf, Chief of CPLC. Shehri-CBE
was among the selected group of
invitees.

Dr. Trario Barbarena in response
to several quesfions put to the
Colombian experts, gave a brief-
g on this occasion about the
aims and objectives of their mis-
sion. He gave an insight into their
work in Colombia. He said that
Bogota, the capital city of Colom-
bia is inhabited by about 9 million
people, out of which 60% live in
illegal seftlements. When they
started their work in Bogota, their
aim was to enforce the rule of law
by ensuring justice and equality.
In Colombia the national police is
controlled by the military. Dr. Bar-
barena said that they were trying
to push for a "Metropolitan Police
Systeni’. He informed that
presently  municipalities are
financing the policing system in
certain areas, which he termed as
“the first step towards Metropoli-
tan Policing”, which is people
friendly and responsive to their

results.

included political
violence, guerrilla
warfare, drug mafia and social
violence.

Presently, there is social inequali-
ty in the system, as european
influenced sections dominate
whil¢ the blacks and the Indians
are the marginalized and vic-
timised sections of society. Most
of them find refuge in cultural
activities. Dr. Barbarena informed
that about 6 years ago the annual
homocide rate in Bogota was
about 9000, out of which, it was
found that 10% related to gueralla
moveément activities, 10% due to
infightings among drug cartels
and B0% were common crimes.
Due to the efforts of the High
Commission for Peace, aided by
the civil society, the rate was last
year brought down to 2800.

In the de-weaponisation pro-
gramme and in the efforts to
reduce corruption levels, the
active involvement of the civil
society was the prime facilitating
factor. The city of Bogota has been

divided into 20 sub divisions to
further decentralize and enhance
the community development and
participation process.

An interesting fact was highlight-
ed by Dr. Barbarena, when he said
that even business groups have
contributed in the process of reha-
bilitation. In the Kali area, busi-
ness groups have worked for the
rehabilitation of “Agcuous Blancos’,
a tough neighbourhood inhabited
by the marginalised sectors of the
Colombian society.

Dr. Dario Barbarena identifed
various new initiatives taken in
Colombia. He said that their
Witness Profection Prograninie has
proven very successful, as has the
programme of ‘fudges Without
Faces’. The experiment of intro-
ducing Local Courts has also
yielded positive results.

Dr. Barbarena laid great stress on
the positive role played by the
NGO's in this regard. He said that
in 1992 a new constitution was
passed due to NGO pressure. In
the municipal elections a ‘wote for
peace’, in Colombia was taken
owing to pressure from NGO's.
He informed that now NGO's can
execute about 10% to 15% of the
municipal budget

He cited a particular case when
the death of a girl in a police sta-
tion resulted in the formation of a
‘Comniission’, to put forward rec-
comendations for police reforms.
Businessmen, academics, NGO's
and lawers were represented on
the commission. A law was for-
mulated as a result of the findings
of the commission in which spe-
cific kinds of police malpractices
were identified. It was decided
that only a high school graduate
could become a policemen

Alse, an CAdult  Education
Programme’, was initiated for

1
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existing staff. In Colombia there is
necessary military service. Option
was provided to undertake police
service as an alternative to military
service. This pelicy attracted a lot
of youth towards police from good
backgrounds. Salary levels of
policemen were also increased.

Dr. Dario also lauded the role
played by academic institutions.
He said universities have been
involved to educate police towards
their role mn the society. This police
staff was required to go to univer-
sities for training and education. A
“School for Police Training’, has also

been opened.

Dr. Dario said that “Alliance
Against Crime” the present peace
movement in Colombia has posed
two questions to all sectors of
Colombian society.

1. How can each sector of society
contribute to the peace process

2. Where do they see themselves and
Colarbia, thirty years down the road.

Dr. Edgar Saurez also briefly spoke
on the modalities of the implemen-
tation of the ongoing peace pro-
gramme. The Colombia experts

said that in Karachi also, the reha-
bilitation of the public institutions
should be spearheaded by civil
society, which is a learning and
evolving process.

Mr. Jameel Yusuf stressed the
importance of communities and
citizen organizations and said that
the process of de-weaponization
constitutes only a short term poli-
¢y in the overall drive for peace in
Karachi. He mentioned the viabili-
ty of the Japanese model for
Karachi and stressed the urgent
need of putting in place a metro-
politan police system in Karachi.

Salient features of the proposed KMPD (cont)

cial Assembly for its evaluation
and future guidance. The responsi-
bilities of maintenance of law and
order will continue to rest with the
Provincial Government.

The proposed system provides for
a single control system of the
Provincial Govt. through the Public
Safety Commiission. Members will
not act as individuals and will only
act as a unified body.

» The screening of corrupt and
mefficient members of Police is a
requirement of any system. Better
mechanism will be provided by
the Metropolitan Public Safety
Commission.

* Checks and balances have
been proposed at all levels through
a linear chain of command.

* The Office of the Chief KMPD
will provide the Secretariat of Pub-
lic Safety Commission. The Comn-
mission will have the same link-
ages with the Provincial Govt. as
other commissions (e.g. Public Ser-
vice Commission).

» The Metropolitan Police Act
envisages the creation of an inde-

pendent prosecution service.

* The proposed Metropolitan
Act lays down responsibilities and
powers of the police officers to
deal with the unlawful assemblies
and  processions.  Necessary
amendments in CrPC have been
proposed.

¢ The proposed system gives
only such Magisterial powers to
the police officers of KMPD which
are necessary to deal with unlaw-
ful assemblies and agitation. The
remaining Magisterial powers of
the District Magistrate shall rest
with the competent courts.

» KMPD in co-ordination with
the Relief Commissioner will pro-
vide help and relief.

s Separation of judiciary from
the execulive is an internationally
accepted principle. This has also
been incorporated in the Constitu-
tion. The implementation of this
principle has not resulted in the
breakdown of Administration in
any country. Metropolitan system
of policing is functioning success-
fully in many countries.

Jameel Yusuf of CPLC:
Fighting against heavy odds

= Any system of policing has to
be supported by an efficient,
responsive and independent (not
subordinate) judiciary for etficient
administration of criminal justice
system.

* Necessary rules relating to
horizontal maobilities shall be
framed by the Public Safety Com-
mission in consultation with the
IGP Sindh.

The system may be implemented
as per following plan:

Phase-1

1. Promulgation of Karachi
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Metropolitan  Police  Act/
Ordinance.

2. Formation of Karachi Metro-
politan Public Safety Commis-
S101.

3. Selection/designation of
EMPD Chief.

4, Establish Secretariat of the
Comumnission in the KMPD
Headquarters.

5. Fine tune the relevant laws
and the proposed amend-
ments in Cr. PC. Evidence Act,
Traffic Laws.

i». (rganise functional/branches
of KMPD ie. CID, Adminis-
tration, Special Branch, Cen-
tral Reserves etc,

7. Apportion assets and liabili-
ties between KMPD and the
remaining Sindh Police.

8. Re-organizing operational
units i.e. Police Stations/Police
Dvision.

9. Work out

the manpower

required for various units and
distribute existing human/
physical resources.

10. Tmpart the training of behav-
ioural and attitude changes.

Phase-II;
1. Take measures to weed out
corrupt and inefficient ele-
ments on war footings.
2. Revamp the police by:
iy Procuring operational
vehicles.

ity Procuring Communica-
tion and Computer equip-
ment.

i1y Procuring Forensic Science
Laboratory equipment.

iv) Procuring Anti-Riots
equipment, Arms and

| Ammunition.

3. Recruiting against existing
vacancies as per policy framed
by the Karachi Metropelitan
Public Satety Commission.

Take steps to rectify Officers-

Subordinate ratio.

5. Upgrade and equip training
schools to impart training on
modern lines.

6. Computer Networking

7. Develop Data Bank relating to
all subjects.

8. [Istablishment of Forensic Lab
for KMPD.

Phase-I11

1. Restructuring judiciary for
speedy dispensation of justice,

2. Recorganize/reform prisons
systemn. O

(Note: The salient features of the
KMPD have been extracted from
the publicised “Proposed Metro-
politan Police Setup”, in daily
DAWN, October 21, 1998, and can
be subfect to change - Ed)

O(;»@yfa(lﬁt bevleozes.”

% r. Rene Klaff, formerly the Country Repre-
' Dsentatlve of Friedrich Naumann Founda-

I tion (FNF) in Pakistan has now joined the
United Nations of Germany, as its General Sec-
retary. During his stay in Pakistan, Shehri-CBE
as a local partner of FNF, gained much from his
experience and insight in mobilizing individual
and collective efforts for the benefit of the civil
society as a whole. The strong and mutually
beneficial partnership which has been fostered
over the years between FNF and Shehri owes
much to the efforts and initiatives of Dr. Klaff.
Shehri management/staff and members extend
their hearty felicitations to Dr. Rene Klaff on the
assumption of the important office of General
Secretary of the United Nations of Germany and
wish him all the success in his future pursuits. O
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Semmar on the Transportanon Sector’ in Karachi

A seminar on the “Transportation Sector” in Karachi was held by Shehri-CBE in collaboration with
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation on the 14th of November 1998, at Hotel Marriott, Karachi.

The focus of the seminar was
on the public transport sys-
tem in Karachi, (being run
by the private sector!). The concept
of the seminar was to discuss
among other things, the setting in
place of a rational fare structure,
acceptable to the general public,
transporters and the pgovernment
agencies managing the transport
system in Karachi.

It was also asked of the
transporters to come up
with such a fare structure,
which would not be a bur-
den on the public and at
the same time ensure that
the public received a high
standard of service. For
this purpose a detailed
questionnaire was also cir-
culated among the trans-
porters prior to the semi-
nar. The concept for this
seminar was prepared by Mr.
Navaid Husain, a member of the
Managing Committee of Shehri-
CBE.

On the seminar day Ms. Amber
Ali Bhai and Mzr. Farhan Anwar,
acting as joint seminar moderators
highlighted the aims and objec-
tives of the seminar.

Mr. Shafiq Paracha, Commission-
er, Karachi Division, said that the
transportation sector in Karachi
was faced with many problems.
Traffic jams on roads meant lost
productivity in time and money,
which was a national loss. Over-
crowding in buses and coaches
was another issue. Mr Paracha
also blamed the public for their

apathy and failure to stand up and
demand what was for the common
good of all the citizens.

He praised the role of Shehri,
which he said was an organization
working to remove the apathy
among the public and making
them aware of their rights and
responsibilities.

(L-R1 Mr. Masood Igbal Qlreshi, Mr. Mallk

ulslgdam, Mr. Irehad Buknsn and

Mr. Masood Iqbal Qureshi,
Secretary, Regional Transport
Authority, said that research has
shown that the comumon man, at an
average spends 10% of his month-
ly income on transportation relat-
ed expenses. As such, he felt that
any increase in fares would result
in public anger and disapproval.
He said that the government was
trying to improve the con-
ditions of public transport.
In this regard, he cited the
decision to have proper
partitioned seating for
ladies mn buses.

Mr. Malik Zaheer-ul-
Islam, Director General
Traffic Engineering
Bureau (TEB), mnformed
the participants that their
were 10 lac registered
vehicles m Karachi out of
which 82.3% were private
cars and wvehicles, which showed
that public transport was not an
attractive option in Karachi

Mr Islam said that in 1971 a ‘Free
Transport Policy” was introduced 1n
Karachi whereby anyone could
bring buses/mini buses on the
road. Presently there were 110 clas-
sified bus routes out of which

Mr. Tehmasz Malik
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buses were plying only on 48
routes! He proposed the introduc-
tion of a ‘Composite Transport
Policy’ in place of a ‘Free Transport
Palicy’. Absence of proper bus
terminals was
another problem.

Mr. Islam informed
the seminar partic-
ipants that a
scheme was under-
way in which 32
plots were to be
converted into ‘Bus
Terminals’. Out of
these 32 sites, 18
were to be operat-
ed by KDA, 12 by
KMC and 2 by
DHA.

Malik Zaheer-ul-
[slam, also stressed

Mr. Islam informed
the seminar
participants that a
scheme was
underway in which
32 plots were to be
converted into ‘Bus
Terminals’. Out of
these 32 sites; 18

were to be opetated

Karachi. He said that because of
unjust government paolicies, new
investment was impossible. Mr.
Malik said that there was aban on
introducing new mini buses since
1985. Non availabil-
ity of loan facility
was another hin-
derence.

Another major con-
cern of  trans-
porters, said Mr
Malik was the issue
of compensation of
vehicles burnt dur-
ing [requent rioting
and strikes in the
city. he said that
25,000 private
buses have been
burnt so far for
which minimum or
no compensation

the need of con- by KDA, 1# has been provided.
structing by passes

so that heavy com- by KMC and 2 He also deplored
mercial traffic the improper
could be diverted. by DHA. behavior of traffic

He gave details of

TEB's work in

improving various round-abouts
in the city.

Mr. Mohammad Tehmas Malik,
said that the very low fare struc-
tures were the main cause of the
bad state public transport was in.
He said that transporters in
Karachi were being treated
unjustly as the fare structure m
other parts of the country was
much more rational than it was in

police and the

‘Bhaitq’ system. Bad
conditions of roads also con-
tributed towards damaging the
vehicles.

The speeches were followed by an
extremely interactive question
and answer and dialogue session.
The general participants raised
various issues of public concern
with the speakers, which includ-
ed, overloading and rash driving
and the use of pressure horns and

Mt Shatia Paracha

playing of music in buses. Need
for observing traffic rules, such as
the respect of the right of pedes-
trian on Zebra crossings was also
highlighted.

Malik Zaheer put forward vari-
ous propuosals such as franchising
of routes (as was being done mn
Lahore) and tendering system for
profitable routes such as Landhi -
Tower. The transporters dispelled
the impression that they were
against the Karachi Mass Transit
Project. The transporters also
demanded that the fares should
atleast be increased three times
from the present rates.

In the end Mr. Farhan Anwar con-
cluded the workshop proceedings
with a vote of thanks to the speak-
ers and participants. O
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Seminar on the ‘Housing Sector in Karachi:
Strategies for Sustainable Development’

A seminar on the "Housing Sector in Karachi: Strategies for Sustainable Development’,
was held by Shehri-CBE in collaboration with the Friedrich-Naumann-Foundation, on
November 28, 1998 at Hotel Marriott, Karachi.

r. Farhan Anwar, of
Shehri-CBE, who acted
as Seminar Moderator

outlined the aims and objectives of
the seminar and provided an
overview of the Housing Sector in
Karachi. He said that a growing
and healthy housing sector was
indicative of the overall
prosperous econamic
growth of the country. He
deplored the fact that the
Karachi Development
Authority (KDA) for long
had been failing to pro-
vide this service to the res-
idents of Karachi

He identified the role of
the builders as very
important, as it was the
builders who were facili-
tating access to adequate
housing to the residents. Mr
Anwar however, felt that in so
deing, the builder community was
proving guilty of violating existing
building laws and regulations. He
also asked for the updating of the
laws,

Mr. Anwar lauded that role of
organizations like Orangi Pilot
Project (OPP) who were facilitat-

mg access to adequate housing to
millions of inhabitants in squatter
settlements like Orangi

He also spoke of the need of
strengthening the role of House
Building Finance Cerporation

(HBFC) so that its policies could

Ms. Perveen Rehman, Director,
Orangi Pilot Project (OPP)
informed the seminar participants
that now in practical terms there is
no difference between the formal
and informal sectors. She said that
presently 60% of Karachi’'s popula-
tion resides in ‘Katchi Abadies”. She

termed the development

The hausing sector in foous

become pecple friendly and its
reach is enhanced.

Mr. Abdul Moid Khan, Deputy
Managing Director, HBFC spoke
about the role and responsibilities
of HBFC. He stressed the need of
financial strengthening of the
organization so thal its services
could be accessible to a large per-
centage of the population.

| iniHatives taking place in
§ places like OQrangi as
‘Peoples Alternatives’.

Ms. Rehman gave a histor-
wcal perspective of the
growth of Katchi Abadi’s
in Karachi, which she said
had started with the influx
of refugees in 1947, when
places like Lines Area,
Bazzerta Lines and Bar-
racks were converted into
housing colonies.

The next watershed was the ‘Gieen
Reovlution” during Ayub Khan's
era when settlements like Korangi,
Landhi and Baldia were formed
where industrial workers used to
live.

Ms.
planning defects when she said
that KIXA schemes like Metroville,

Rehman pointed out some




meant to house low income groups
are actually housing people
belonging to the middle income
bracket.

She said that in the absence of gov-
ernment role, characters like the
‘Dallal” Middle Man) and “Thalle
Walla” (Block Maker) are playing
the role of providers of land and
housing material.

Ms. Rehman informed that huge
amounts of money has been
invested in these so called ‘Katchi
Abadis’, as 6000 out of the 7000
lanes in Orangi are served by
sewer lines! She also lauded the
role of Sindh Katchi Abadi Author-
ity (SKAA) in improving the lot of
squatters and stressed the need of
the involvement of professionals
in providing services in the infor-
mal sector by providing social and
technical guidance, as was being
done by OP'P.

Mr. Firdous Shamim Nagqvi, rep-
resenting the Association of
Builders and Developers (ABAD)
said that we need to reduce the
number of Katchi Abadis rather
than wait for them to increase He
deplored the fact that while there
was a short fall of 7 million hous-
ing units annually in Karachi, only
20,000 new units were being built
every year.

He discussed in detail the role
being played by ABAD and the

problems
being faced
by : the
builders. He
said  that
there  was
no  accept-
able ‘Nation-
al ousing
Poligy’. Mr.
Naq'vi said
that  apart
bt e m
Karachi
very little land was owned by the
government in other parts of the
country and the builders have to
first buy the land at exorbitant
rates befare going for construction
which automatically raises the
pricer of the housing unit.

Lacl of infrastructure is another
inhil‘laiting factor. He said that there
are so many departments and
agencies in Karachi that most pro-
jects fail because of interdepart-
mental clashes. He cited the exam-
ple & Scheme # 33, which failad
due bo non cooperalion between
KW&SH and KDA. He said that till
this édate there 15 no grid station in
scheme # 33!

Mr. Naqvi gave various sugges-
tions for improving the function-
ing of the housing sector. He said
that ' first government should
acquire land and then provide it to
the private sector so that the cost
factor is brought down. Infrastruc-
ture development
should precede the
development of hous-
ing facilities.

Mr. Naqvi stressed the
need of building satel-
lite towns. He also said
that the cost of con-
struction malerial
should be brought
down and the housing
sector should be recog-
nized by the govern-

Ms Farvean Hahmarand Mr, Farhan Anwar

ment as an industry.

Mr. Allah Rakha Aasi, Director
General, KDA agreed that a mote
active role of KDA was needed in
the housing sector. He said that the
issuance of licenses to builders
was done through a transparent
process and all the rules and regu-
lations were followed in this
regard. Mr. Aasi said that he was
open to suggestions from all sec-
tors of society on how the func-
tioning of KDA could be improved
to bring it in line with the
demands and aspirations of the
public.

Mr. Tasneem Ahmed Siddiqui,
Director General, Sindh Katchi
Abadi Authority (SKAA), in his
address said that the aim should
be to provide affordable housing
to the public. He said that the gov-
ernment has a vital role to play in
this sector. In this regard he cited
the example of ‘Khuda Ki Bust’
preject of the Hyderabad Develop-
ment Authority (HDA) in which
the people were provided cheap
housing by the government.

The speeches were followed by an
interactive dialogue and question
and answers session. Mr. Farhan
Anwar concluded the seminar
with a vote of thanks to the speak-
ers and the participants. O
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better public transport system

Among the various factors plaguing our urban transport system is the deplorable state of public
transport. Navaid Husain identifies various strategies which can be adopted to make public
transport an attractive option for the people of Karachi.

e in Pakistan are faced

with numerous prob-

lems. An extremely low
level of industrial production
leading to low level of workers,
an extremely high birth rate
thereby increasing the number of
people in search of jobs which is
keeping the income level very
low. We, in fact will become the
third .largest country in popula-
tion terms in the world at 358 mil-
lion people m 50 years time!

All aspects of life i.e. work, hous-
ing, eduction and transport are
related to the cost of wages of a
country. In other words, in a
crowded country like Japan, all
the aspects inspite of it being
overcrowded are much better
than Pakistan. In Pakistan the
problems are being made worse
still by the population mncrease
which if not halted is going to
bring the country to its knees.

If we take the case of transport,
we need to correlate the level of
income with transport. Every one,
the world over must pay for
transport from his or her pocket
which constitutes a portion of
their earnings. It may be interest-
ing for everyone to note that for
example the same kind of bus will
be carrying individuals from one
place to another in Tokyo, Lon-
don, Bueno Aires, Kenya or
Karachi yet the costs will differ.
For example it may cost us fifteen
pounds i.e. rupees one thousand
five n London yet only rupees
twenty in Karachi to travel the
same distance, why? The buses
are the same, although in London

the passengers sit in comfort yet
why this astronomical ditference
between the tickels?

The price of petrol in London
may be double of Karachi but
why the difference between fif-
teen hundred rupees and rupees
twenty for the same distance trav-
eled? Firstly the bus driver gets
twenty times the salary compared
to the one in Karachi. Secondly
the bus driver in London will fol-
low all the traffic rules and codes
irrespective of the fact that the
owner might tell him not to. In
Karachi the buses mav be falling
apart and crammed with passen-
gers, ovortaking each other at
breath taking speeds but it still
does not explain the huge differ-
ence m tickets.

But it might be worthwhile point-
ing out that the bus driver in Lon-
don is not stuffing his pocket with
say a thousand pounds a menth
ie. a hundred thousand rupces.
In fact these hundred thousand
rupees go directly or indirectly
towards a lot of things which
make life livable there. Better
education, housing and amongst
other things indirectly, towards
better traffic on the road. You
might ask how does it make traf-
fic better? It makes traffic better
because the taxes on the income
of one hundred thousand are
taken up in a small part by the
traffic planning department,
higher salaries for the policemen
on the road, better facilities for
the urban planning bureau. In
other words the taxes ge towards
promoting better salaries for
everyone and in turn when every-

one gets higher salaries the quali-
ty of life improves.

The difference in ticket prices is to
do with income levels of society
as a whole. Because the levels of
income are extremely low here,
there is government pressure to
keep transport prices to a bare
minimum. Therefore every lorm
of transport be it bus, rickshaw or
taxis is at the lowest cost. For
example taxi fare in UAE where
taxis are duty free and the price of
petrol ene third of Pakistan, fares
are higher than Pakistan. Why?
This is irrespective of the fact that
the taxi can barely run on the road
in Pakistan but it does carry pas-
sengers which is its job. Abroad
many of our vehicles may be
banned from running on the road
because they are emitting too
much smoke or are not road waor-
thy.

Will our public transport
system ever become
people friendly?

10
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There are two obvious ways by
which road transport can be
improved. The first, if there is a
government subsidy for transport
whereby passengers and the gov-
emmental subsidies together can
confribute to making up a fair
ticket so that we may move in
comfort. That is extremely diffi-
cult because of our economic situ-
ation. In fact recently the govern-
ment closed down the Karachi
Transport Corporation.

The other way is if the we manage
to stabilize our population and
eventually bring it down and our
carning becomes much more so
that we can pay better for trans-
port. Barring these two, all other
attemnpts will just keep on adding
to our misery on the roads and
with time the situation will just
get worse.

Our roads arc controlled by not a
professional traffic police, the
roads are covered with all forms
of transport where buses or
trucks that run slowly are on the
right side of the streets and often
encroachments cover the road.
How can we blame the traffic
police when they are grossly
underpaid. Why blame them for
taking a kickback from a car dri-
ver when the traffic policemen
knows that he will never be able
to afford a car.

For example a policeman used to
get rupees three thousand three
hundred a day when the dollar
was forty to the rupee and still
gets the same when it has fallen to
rupees fifty six. In other words
the policeman has grown poorer,
in fact so have all of us!

It may be of interest for you to
know that in South Asia, the air
borne pollution is eight times the
acceptable levels. In New Delhi
the pollution is lethal and ten to

twelve thousand people a year
die from breathing this polluted
air and hundreds of
thousands others
suffer from all sorts
of diseases. There,
the Supreme Court
ol India has issued
suo imote rulings
on cpntrolling pol-
lution and traffic.
All Huses that have
been on the road
for ten years are
forbidden form
plying in  New
Delhi. Cars have to
have an annual car
fitness test.

Because the
levels of income
are extremely low
here, there is
government
pressure to keep
transport prices to
a bare minimum.
Therefore every
form of transport

apart and perish. And then in
Pakistan unlike other countries
there is the risk of a
bus, van, taxi or rick-
shaw being burnt by
some hooligan with-
ot insurance and the
transporter lias [o bear
the brunt of its loss

We would like to rec-
ommend to the trans-
porters  that  they
develop an insurance
on their own. Insur-
ance money they col-
lect can be put away in
A high prolit accounl
and w7y case of loss ey

be it blIS, rickshaw can be covered The

heme 15 a new
addition in buses in
India whereby each
bus will be fitted
with/a card reader which is simi-
lar to the plastic cards we use for
telephones. Each card will carry a
certain value the user can afford.
For example a card with a value
of rupees five hundreds will carry
you in a bus and each time you
board the bus you will punch in
where you want [o travel with
vour card in the machine and that
amount will automatically be
deducted for vour card. And
when the value of your card is
finished you get a new card. This
way the bus owner will each day
get what he has earned instead of
the cpnductor short changing him
and the government will get its
taxesi as well. With a conductor on
board a bus, both the owner and
the government loose revenue.

In short there is no other way to
improve traffic on the road unless
we as a whole make simultaneous
attempts to bring other things
under control such as education,
increase our wage levels, improve
our housing, otherwise we will
end @ip as a nation that will tear

or taxis is at the
lowest cost.

insurance money will
be collected
everyone willing to
join this scheme. Buses
and taxies will be examined by
insurance especialists who know
the value of the vehicle plying on
the road and the vehicle insured
will be only up to that value and
no more. In case the vehicle is set
afire by some hooligan, the owner
will only get what it is worth, no
more.

orm

All of us need a higher income mn
order to live with dignity. T ow,
income leads to all torms of vices
developing amongst us all espe-
cially in a society where there is
breakdown of rule of law. It is up
to us, especially the better off
class to lend our time and money
into improving society. If this
society wants to improve then all
of us have to put in our best and
make that effort. O

(Navaid Husain is Member,
Managing Commitiee,
Shehri-CBE)

1
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Looking ahead: The housing sector in Karachi

Farhan Anwar takes stock of the issues and concerns facing the housing sector in Karachi
and calls for an integrated approach towards problem solving

ore than a decade and a
half ago, the Habitat I
conference identified

the provision of housing as one
of the key issues facing develop-
ing countries urban settlements

The overriding objectives of set-
tlements polices should be to
make shelter, infrastructure and
services available to those who
need them, in the sequence in
whach they are needed and at a
monetary or social cost they can
afford.  Social  justice

tor. It is because this figure indi-
cates the growing affluence of the
soclety and since many industrial
and economic activities are close-
ly related with the housing
industry, economic/industrial
growth and consequently rising
employment levels are also indi-
cated. So, the importance of the
housing industry in the overall
economic growth of the country
is thus highlighted

Various tiers of housing develop-

depends on the way in
which these facilities are
distributed among the
population and the extent
to which they are made
available.

One of the most basic
responsibility of the state
is to provide adequate
housing for the residents,
ar to facilitate, through
policy measures, the
growth of housing indus-
trv in the private sector in
such a way that the com-
IMon man can gain easy
access to proper housing. There
are various ways of attaining this
objective. Making availability of
land at affordable rates, putting
in place easily manageable loan
mechanisms and  controlling
prices of construction materials
are some such measures

In many developing countries,
e.g. the United States of America,
the number of new housing units
built each year, as a statistic is
quoted by the government as a
national economic growth indica-

We need fewer and fewer of these
illegal settlements to dot the urban
landscape of tomorrow’s Karachi

Authority (KDA) has for the last
25 years or so been unable to
‘develop” a  proper  housing
scheme.

In their defense, it can be said
that the support infrastructure,
especially rapid urban transit
tacilities, so vital in sustaining
housing projects in the urban
peripheral districts have aiso not
materialized.

In the absence of the state playing
. the role of the
‘ ‘provider’, private

enterprise has filled
the gap. The "Ouilders’,
have moved in a big
way. Although their
positive role in pro-
viding housmg for the
growing population is
undeniable, their non-
compliance with land-
use/zoning laws and
regulations with the
resulting degradation
in the local environ-
ment is a matter of
concern and serious

ment can also be promoted,
which cater from the low income
groups to the wealthier sections
of the society. In the developing
and the Third World, of which
we are a part, various emerging
development models can be
clearly identified. These range
from the state providing ‘site and
services” facilities to the ‘sclf help’
model of development.

If we take the case of Karachi city,
our primary development
agency, the Karachi Development

debate in the society.
In the absence of peripheral
development the urban down-
town and already developed
neighborhoods  are  greatly
stressed.

Then there is the other face of
Karachi about which most people
are less aware of For a long time,
governments in the developing
countries saw squatter settle-
merts as a problem that had to be
eradicated. They were viewed as
centers of sccial evils, distinct
from the tax paying and law
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abiding citizens of the state. This
notion led to slum clearance pro-
jects through the 1960’'s in many
parts of the world. Those days are
now a part of history. Today’s
squatter settlements offer various
housing models of sustainable
growth from which the formal sec-
tor can and has learnt a lot.

Almost 45% of Karachies popula-
tion resides in illegal settlements
or "Katchi Abadies’, as we call them.
This has resulted in the develop-
ment of our own ‘self fielp” models,
most significant being the ‘Orangi
Pilof Project’. In this area, it is felt,
potential for further positive
development exists.

Organizations which provide
loans for housing to the common
man play an important role in this
equation. Is there room for
mprovement in further simplify-
ing the lending procedures of an
organization like the HBFC to
facilitate access? This is another
area which needs to be looked into.

Much can be learnt from regional
neighbours, significant advances
have been made in India, South
Korea and Indonesia in develop-
ing housing finance systems. The
promotion of the Housing Devel-
opment Finance Corporation
{HDFC}) as the primary finance
institution in the private sector has
given a trememdous impetous to
housing finance in India. Tt was
developed with little or no govern-
ment support. Today, it 15 a pre-
mier housing finance institution in
India and touted as a model of suc-
cess. Housing finance has become
a major companent of the total for-
mal sector finance, with loan dis-
bursements for over 400,000 units.

Ten years after the promotion of
the HDFC, the government sel up
the National Housing Bank (NHB)
to d@avelop a network of special-
ized| housing finance institutions
in the country. It is an interesting
experiment as the NHB also acts as
a regulatory body. Maybe we also
need to go for new innovations in

URBAN PHOTO ALBUM

this vital and neglected link of our
housing sector.

As one looks at the hideous high-
rises mushrooming in many parts
of the city, it is also being felt that
the importance of aesthetics is
being neglected. Concrete struc-
tures, including housing complex-
es should not serve as eycsores,
rather they should blend with the
environment and enhance the
quality of living. Karachi can boast
of many structures of architectural
beauty; mostly related to its dis-
tant past. Can we hope for a
matching performance in the
future?

It has to be realized that the formal
and informal housing sectors have
to better co-ordinate and compli-
ment each other in a partnership to
form an integrated whole tor the
city of Karachi. O

(Farhan Anwar is Ediftor, Shehri
Newsletter)
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Khatib Ahmed offers guidence to those facing problems regarding booking of flats,

apartments shops etc.

booked an apartment, house,

shop, etc. with a construction
company, developer or builder or
any one aching as an agent to sell/
book an apartment, house, etc. and
if vou are confronted with any of
the fellowing problems please con-
tact the Design Sectien, KBCA.

[f vou are a person who has

* If vou are not given possession
during the prescribed period

= [f the builder increases the sale
price already fixed for pay-
ment, by giving reasons of
budget enhancement and
increases it three folds

« If the builder cancels the
booked property for no justifi-
able reason, and transfers it in
the name of another buyer

s [and was not leased to the
builder who starts construc-
tion in violation of the lecase
rules, and then the building is
sealed by the KBCA

* Change of apartment, shop
number if the builder allots a
flat, shop to you and later
changes it on his own accord,
without consulting you

= Lopan: when the builder makes
a commitment that he will
give you a loan facility and
later backs out of his commit-
ment

¢ [f the builder does not fulfil
the technical requirements or
other terms and conditions
specified in the No Objection
Certificate issued by
KBCA/KDA

Or, il you are facing any other
problem concerning property mat-
ters, all you have te do is contact
the Design Section of Karachi

Building Control Authority

For Citizen's Guidance, Conve-
nience

Contact;
Design-I
Ground Fleor, Annexe Building

Deputy Controller of

(i) If Your Booked Property is in:

Nazimabad, Rizvia Society, Pak
Colony, Manghopir Read, F. B.
Area, Clifton, Civil Lines, Nerth
Karachi, New Karachi, Surjani
Town, Buffer Zone, North Naz-
imabad, Frere Town, Artillery
Maidan, Keamari, Serai Quarters,
Lyari, Hawkes Bay, Preedy Quar-
ters, etc.

(ii) If Your Booked Property is in:-

Landhi, Korangy, PECHS,
Shahrah-e-Faisal, Shah Faisal
Colony, Model Celony, Lines Area,
Saddar, Khudad Colony, SMCHS,
KCHS, Gulshan-e-Igbal, Chandni
Chowk, Gulistan-e-Jauhar, KDA
Scheme-33, KDA Scheme [, High-
way, Muhammad Ali Society.

Contart:
Design-II
Ground Floor, Annexe Building

Deputy Controller of

In case you do not get satisfactory
response from the two Deputy
Controllers mentioned above,
please contack:

Controller of Design Section,
Civic Centre (5th Floor)
Phone 4930002 (8 lines) Ext. 570

The above menticned officers are
responsible public officials in
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KBCA and they will prowde vou
with the best possible solutions to
your problems with the builders.

In case you still require further
assistance, please send a photo-
copy of your complamts submitted
to the above mentioned officers, to
Mr. Khatib Ahmed at Shehri,
Ph/Fax No. 4530646 O

(Khatib Ahmed is Treasurer and
Member, Managing Committee
Shehri-CBE)
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Clean as a breeze

Fossil fuels pollute the air and heat the planet. You say you want a revolution? You'll find it
in the sun and the wind, writes Christopher Flavin

cross the broad, fertile
plains of northern Ger-
many, a new crop has

sprouted over the past five years.
Sprinkled among the barms and
silos are thousands of 30-m-tall
towers topped by sleek, fiberglass

. blades that whirl slowly in the

breeze. Functioning as clean, trim
powerhouses, these modern wind-
mills use even gentle cur-
rents of air to put out
strong currents of electric-
ity - energizing the
region’s businesses and
homes without hurting
the environment.

Half a world away, on the
Indonesian island of Java,
hundreds of rural families
have mounted small, sil-
very panels on poles near
their homes. Made of sili-
con semiconductor chips
similar to the micropro-
ceessors found in comput-
ers, these solar cells con-

3

opens up an intriguing possibility.
Just as the economic miracles of
the 20th century may be marked
by an equally dramatic move away
from those fuels — and the environ-
mental havoc they have wrought.
The result may be nothing less
than an energy revolution.

Roughly 100 years have passed

gies that use synthetic materials,
advanced electronics and biotech-
nology are sweeping through the
energy industry. That will foster a
new generation of mass-produced
machines that efficiently and
cleanly provide the energy that
enables people o take a hot show-
er, sip a cold beer or even surf the
Internet. The revelution 1s pro-
ceeding on at least three

.

Wind energy: an efficient and environment
friendly method of generating energy,
which could be put to valuable use

in Pakistan

major fronts:

Here comes the sun The
world market for solar
cells has gone from $340
million in 1988 te $900
million n  1996-growth
spurred by the fall in the
cost of these devices from
$70 a watt in the 1970s to
$4 today. Although the
cost of the electricity they
put out is still far above
the cost of that preduced
by conventional genera-
tors, solar cells are already
the least expensive source

vert the energy of sun-
shine tnto electricity. With these
almost magical devices, people liv-
ing a day’s walk from the nearest
power lines are able to turn on
light bulbs radios and TV sets for
the first time.

In Europe, Southeast Asia and all
sorts of places in between, some-
thing remarkable is happening.
Alternative-energy technologies
have moved quietly but decisively
from experimentai curiosity to
commercial reality, economically
turning sunlight, wind and other
renewable resources into useful
forms of energy. This achievement

since a transition of this magnitude
has taken place. Much of the ener-
gy svstem now in place was creat-
ed by an explosion of invention
between 1890 and 1910 During
that short period, cities were trans-
formed, as automobiles and elec-
tric lights replaced horse-drawn
carriages and gas lamps. The old
technologies had prevailed for
centuries, but they became obso-
lete in a matter of years.

Today we may be at a similar turn-
ing point. Thanks to a potent com-
bination of government incentives
and private investment, technolo-

of power for rural homes
not connected to a region’s electric
grid.

Further price decreases in the next
decade may make solar power an
economically attractive option for
many urban buildings as well.

That prospect is shrring excite-
ment all around the globe. In
Japan, major housing companics
have introduced a new type of
dwelling with silicon roof tiles that
generate enough electricity to meet
most of a family’s needs. Thanks to
government incentives, some
70,000 of these homes are expected
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to be built in the next several
vears. In Switzerland and Ger-
many dozens of office buildings
have been constructed with solar
cells integrated into the glass of
their south-facing facades, allow-
ing the windows to produce
power, as well as transmit filtered
sunlight.

Blowing In the wind

The global wind-power industry,
already a $ 2 billion-a-year busi-
ness, is growing by 25% annually.
Two decades of research have
vielded a thoroughly meodern
wind turbine with tough fiber-
glass blades and electronic con-
trols. The cost of the electricity
produced 1s comparable with that
of fossil-fuel power and still

plunging.

Already thousands of wind tur-
bines have been installed in a
dozen Luropean countries. Some
developers are turning to the
shallow North Sea, whose winds
could one day meet a sizable frac-
tion of Europe’s power needs. The
boom is also being felt in Asia,
where wind-power companies
are setting up successful joint
ventures that are installing large
numbers of turbines in India,
China and other developing
countries

No Smoke in your Eyes

A small Canadian company
named Ballard Power Systems is
commercializing a device called a
fuel cell. It cleanly and quietly
combines hydrogen and oxygen
to produce electricity — and the
onlv waste ts water. Small, mass-
produced and containing no mov-
ing parts, fuel cells are a product
of the U5, space program, where
they are used to meet the electric-
ity needs of the shuttle fleet.

Fuel cells could one day sit in mil-
lions of basements producing
power and hot water, without fos-
sil fuels. They could also replace
the internal com-
bustion engines that
now power most
motor vehicles.

Clean energy is not
just a long-shot
investment option
for venture capital-
ists. In the past two
years Linron, one of
the biggest energy
conglomerates  in
the world, bought
Zond, the leading
wind-power com-
pany in the UI.S,
and a major interest
in Solarex, the coun-
try’s second largest
solar-cell manufac-
turer. With these
acquisitions Enron
1S pursuing renew-

Although some
fossil-fueled
lobbysts and

economic modelers
still argue that it
will be difficult
and expensive to
find an alternative
to oil and coal-and
that we should
delay the transition
for as long as
possible - their
conclusions are

renewable energy.

That's net surprising, since the
use of wind and solar power 1s
growing much
faster than the mar-
kets for oil and
coal, which are
expanding onlv 1%
to 2% a year But
old-line companies
will find that the
new energy tech-
nologies demand a
RIERSY bLlSiHESS
model. While the
current system is
based on such mas-
sive, centralized
installations as
giant oil tankers,
refineries and
power plants, the
new technologies
rely on thousands
of small machines
that convert, store
and  use cnergy.

able energy projects based on a Their cost will fall
from the U.S. Great p dramatically as the
Plains to the deserts tEChHOIOglcal scale of manufac-

in Rajasthan, India.

Other major firms
are moving as well.
In late 1995 Bechtel
Enterprises, once a
leading builder of nuclear power
plants, and Pacific Corp, a giant
utility that operates coal-fired
generators in the northwestern
US, announced that they were
teaming up to form a joint ven-
ture called Energy Works to
invest in solar power and other
“human-scale energy systems.”

Japan’s Tomen, a major trading
company, unveiled plans last
May to invest $1.2  billion
installing 1,000 wind turbines 1n
Europe during the next five years.
Even such oil-industry main-
stay as British Petroleum and
Shell  are diversifying into

pessimism that
seems out of place
in today’s world.

turing rises.

The emergence of
these devices may
cause the ecnergy
industry to under-
go a transformation not all that
different from the one computers
went through as we moved from
mainframes to PCs in the last
decade.

Micropower, like microcomput-
ers, will rely on sophisticated
clectronic controls that seamlessly
link thousands of small genera-
tors and storage devices. With
such controls, each solar rooftop,
fueled cell and air-conditioner can
be connected via digital signals,
so that the entire power grid oper-
ates as a single smart system,
turning individual devices on and
off as needed.
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Although some fossil-fueled lob-
bysts and economic modelers stil]
argue that it will be difficult and
expensive to find an alternative to
oil and coal-and that we should
delay the transition for as long as
possible — their conclusions are
based on a technological pes-
simism that seems out of place in
today’s world.

The first automobiles and comput-
ers were difficult to use and expen-
sive, but as their pioneers perse-
vered and made improvemernts,
they ultimately triumphed in the
marketplace. Just as automobiles
followed horses, and computers
supplanted typewriters and slide
rules, so will the advance of tech-
nology make today’'s encrgy sys-
tems look primitive, inefficient and
uneconomical.

Unlike fossil fuels, renewable enet-
gy 15 not subject to supply con-
straints, and geclogists will not
have to travel to the Alaskan North
Slope or the shores of the Caspian
Sea to find new sources. The sun-
light falling on the surface of the
earth each day contains 6,000 times
as much energy as is used by all
countries combined.

European analysts have calculated
that covering the flat roof space of
existing buildings with solar cells
could provide half to three-quar-
ters of the electricity that many
cities reguire. In the U.S., North
Daketa, South Dakota and Texas
together are swept by sufficient
wind to meet the electricity needs
of the entire country.

An energy revolution would offer
huge business oppertunities.
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Throughout the last century the
world’s richest person has often
been an energy baron, from John
D. Rockefeller to the Sultan of
Brunei.

Today, with the ascendancy of the
information age, Bill Gates tops
the annual rankings of wealih. But
the micropower revolufion under-
way relies heavily on electronic
Innmovations and may create sizable
fortuncs of its own. [0

(Chiristopher Flavin is Senior Vice
President at Worldweatch Insti-
tute and co-author with Nicholas
Lenssen of Power Surge: Guide to
the Coming Energy Revolution)

(Courtesy: Our Precious Planet,
TIME Special Issue,
November 1997)

TIME TO SEEK TRUE GUIDANCE

Amra Jﬂvaid' deplares the stale of affairs pravailing
n aur country: and asks paople to sesk guidance
fram the Holy Quran and the lite and teachings of
Pmﬂhe? Mr:fhmn'nad (PBUH]

iew days back on my way home from Tanq
i Hoad| | saw banners wndamnlnq;wmsme

and Shehrl organization, They asked the

govetnment to expel 'Cowasjes and scrap thi

Shahrl organization.

! Kﬂpt asking myself “Where are we he ad? what
I5 wrong with our nation? Moreso now with the mur-
der of Hakim Sald, the question aris ever so
-often in my mind," Is this country wort Hwng any
- more?” A dity where even people like Hakim Said
are not spared suml’y cannot be called a'city of civ-
|[|Zﬂd perﬁﬁlé It seems there is no (uJ% of faw.

Thusa M‘m call %hﬂmsetvrzs Ihe r.hampipns ot islam
are gqtuaﬂy trying o decleve p‘eaplet ¥ a;.r may

mgp ad inthelr alms in. thlﬁwpri-:i bt pai‘h&ps H'mw 2

have not given thought to the 8th Ayat of Sura-e-
;Eaaqraﬂ WharaﬂMh sa:.rs thm "T.!féy #r!nk th&j@;afﬁ

o S g B e
e el ;-\.v-\.-' = ‘_

decaiving mﬂmms. but in reality are dageiving
thermselves without reafizing”. Amosque, considred
as lhe house of Allah should not become the object
of conflict. During the |ife time of Flazrat Muham-
mad (PEUH) Allah ardered him nitto even stand i
the mosque erected with ultarior motives,

What |s needed at presen! ts not the passing of the
15th Amsndment, but practice of true and noble
principals of Islam. Organizations ke Shehn and
pecple like Cawasiee are anly concemead cifizens
who are trying to save this city from greedy and

conuptagencies which. are tusy in minting monssy.
They don't care whether this city will be warth living

for our children or nat. They are busy in turnirig this
clty Into 2 mass of concreate where such maniacs
will be:raised who don't hesitate while faking the
lives of people like Hakim Said, We can create d
Just and tolerant sociely by not just memorising the
Quran but we need to study, Understand and follow
the: Huly Book; In its entirety. O

fﬁf@. Amra ersd is Pmldenl',mcﬂve Fﬂrents
Assémféum and mﬂmber Shehri-CBE)

S e i L
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Water, sanitation and sustainability:
an opinion on future directions

Dr. Janusz Niemcyzynowicz calls for the use of alternative systems and technologies in
sanitation systems which put less strain on water resources and the environment

ater 15 the most impor-

tant consumption article

m the world, Water is
also a matural resource that we
have mismanaged to such a degree
that a “global thirst” is in our
future. National and international
conflicts in the decades to
come can be the result
Reasons for this situation
are to be found in the
wrong assumption that
water can be obtained
from nature in any gquanti-
ty desired by the use of
appropriate technology :
The question of what [
quantities and qualities of +
water we need was not :
formulated
recently.

until  verv

water consumption. Although
drinking water quality is needed
for only drinking and cooking, all
delivered water has the same high
quality because usually there is
only one water netwark. Apart
from water losses through leakage

1

ok
i
kL
2
W

*
4
4
.
-

L Ll

-- n(!gi-.‘
e
e PR AT

P

-

St

important reason for the shortage
of clean drinking water is the use
of large volumes of high quality
water for the operation of water-
borne sanitation systems.

World Bank predictions (Megali
1992) indicate that over
the next 40 years produc-
tion of food must increase
at least three times. From
present statistics it 1s
known that total grain
production per capita in
the world is decrcasing
with no signs of change
(USDA, 1994). In order to
.reverse this trend, a huge
amount of nutrients waill
be required to increase
food productien. This

Growing urban popula-
tions and drinking water
demand in urban areas,

The basic principle of eco-sanitation is “don’t mix”.
Don't mix water and human excreta, don't mix urine
and faeces, don’t mix compostable organic matter

with dangerous chemicals

would  either require
expansion of agriculture
with increasing use of fer-
tilizers and pesticides

especially in megacities in
the developing world, takes an
increasing part of the world’s total
water resources, In spite of the fact
that urban populations use only
about 15% of total water consump-
tion in the world, delivery of suffi-
cient water volumes constitutes a
difficelt logistic and economic
problem. In spite of great efforts
during the International Drinking
Water Supply and Sanitation
Decade (1981-1990), still about 1.2
billion people in the developing
countries lack access to a safe
drinking water supply.

Drinking and cooking censtifute
only every small fraction of total

from the network, a large propor-
tion of delivered water will be
immediately contaminated and
discharged if the flush toilet is
used.

The use of clean water to conduct
human waste is a waste of our
fresh water resources. From the
figures on water availability it is
clear that the world cannot afford
wasting clean water any more.
Decreasing availability of clean
water in the world sugpgests that
alternatives to water-borne sanita-
tion should be explored, especially
for dry countries. Thus, an impor-
tant conclusion can be drawn: one

bringing economic bur-
dens, environmental pollution and
a further decrease of clean water
resources or, alternalively, nufri-
ents present in wastewater (phos-
phorous, nitrogen, potassium and
carbon) should be used in agricul-
ture instead of artificial fertilizers.
The content of nutrients in the exc-
reta of one person is sufficient to
produce grain with all nutrition
necessary to maintain the life one
person {Geigy 196(). Thus, a sec-
ond conclusion can be drawn: an
impartant reason for hunger in the
world is the lack of sanitabion tech-
nology capable of recycling nutri-
ents from households to agricul-
ture.

18
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Western conventional technology
used in urban water manage-
ment, and especially end-of-pipe
wastewater treatment, mixes use-
ful nulrients present in fauces
and urine with per-
sistent pollutants,
making the end-
products, the efflu-
ent and sludge,
unusable in agricul-
ture. Thus, nutri-
ents necessary for
food production are

additional mmvest-
ments in traditional
sanitation systems
could make sludge
available for agri-
cultural uses. It is

The wrong assump-
tion that water-
borne sanitation is
the only solution
for all peoples and
countries has
lost. It is doubtiul if bl‘ought econdmic
burdens, lack of
any sanitation for
half of the world’s
population, and

imposes health hazards, if done
without censideration of the
risks involved.

The great majority of human

beings have no
access to water-
horne sanitation,

mainly due to the
high cost of water-
borne sanitation
solutions. The neces-
sary investments in
water and sanitation
are far beyond the
economic potential
of countries. In
many countries
GNP per capita is so
low that, even if the
necessary infrastruc-

also doubtful if the g]obal environmen- ture and treatment

expected benefits in
a global environ-

tal pollution. This,

plants would be con-
structed free of

mental sense may is turn, has substan- charge, the country
exceed Investments tially contributed to would not be able to

in terms of money

the present inequity

maintain them.

and natural According to Grau
reSonLrces used. amﬂﬂg PEﬂPlE and (1994, fountries
Thus, & third con- ot with GNP per capita
clusion can now he CUUI’IlI’]Eb—, ;E“_d PUt less than LISH 500
made; conventional  the Pﬂﬁﬁlblht}' of annually  not only

sewerage technolo-
gy is depleting nat-
ural resources, dis-
perses useful nutri-
ents, and pollutes the environ-
ment.

Several large cilies, mostly in
South America and Asia, are, at
least partially, equipped with
water-borne sanitation and sew-
erage networks but lack or have
mmsufficient capacity tor waste-
water treatment. Waste water is
released to the surface water
bodies bringing not only pollu-
tion, but also causing a loss of
nutrients that, instead of being
used in agriculture, fill up rivers
with contamination and pollute
fragile coastal zones. In many
places raw waste water is used
for irrigation which in turn

sustainable devel- lack
opment in danger.

resources to
construct treatment
plants but also can-
not maintain them.
If provisions for sanitation con-
tinue in the future as it has in the
past, between 3.2 and 5.5 billion
people will be without sanitation
by the year 2035. Thus, the next
important conclusion can be
made: the wrong assumption
that water-borne sanitation is the
only solution for all peoples and
countries has brought economic
burdens, lack of any sanitation
for half of the world’s popula-
tion, and global environmental
poltution. This, in turn, has sub-
stantially contributed to the pre-
sent inequity among people and
countries, and put the possibility
of sustainable development in
danger.

saan Tee

Conclusion

Water is the most important nat-
ural resource and consumption
article in the world. Because con-
ventional sewerage systems are
water-dependent, wider applica-
tion of these systems would fur-
ther deplete global water
resources creating a global water
crisis. Efficient and safe sanita-
tion systems not requiring water
should be developed and imple-
mented for those lacking sanita-
tion.

Through the use of conventional
sewerage systems huge amounts
of nutrients present in waste
water are continuously being
lost. This puts global food securi-
ty in danger. In order to increase
agricultural productivity without
excessive use of artificial fertiliz-
ers, waste waler nutrients must
be used. This requires develop-
ment of sewerage systems in
which nutrients are neither lost
nor contaminated

In order to make progress in san-
itation on equal terms for all, not
only new technologies are need-
ed but also new system solutions
encompassing water supply,
quality-dependent water com-
sumption, non-water-borne sani-
tation, and new methods of
water use and re-use in house-
holds, industry and agriculture
must be developed.

Water and water management
are the key issues connected to
society’s functions and questions
of equity and sustainability. O

{Dr. Janutsz Niemeczynowicz,
Department of Water Resources
Engineering, University of Lund)

(Courtesy: WHO Envirommental
Health Newsletter,
October 1997)
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RESEARCH & DEVELOPMIENT
Low cost housing: The OPP model

Nearly half the population of Kavachi lives in “'Katchi Abadis’. These settlements, though
undesirable from a planning perspective are nevertheless a reality. Orangi Pilot Project is
running an efficient ‘Low Cost Housing Program based on years of research, which can be
termed as a model of growth in this sector

PP started a housing pro-

gram in 1986. Surveys

showed that poor peoples
houses in Orangi had the follow-
ing defects:-

- use of sub-standard manually
made concrete blocks - the
main bulding components
for walls and foundation -
caused cracks.

— faulty construction tech-
niques were used due to the
ignorance of masons.

— the existing structure being
weak could not take the load
of the conventional RCC roof
for ground plus one construc-
tion

- faulty ventilation

Two years were spent on research
on these problems and the next
two vyears on extension of
research findings.

Research consisted in

- upgrading the load thallas
(buildng component manu-
facturing yards): improving
the concrete blocks and alter-
native roofing components.

— evolving standard construc-
tion design and techniques

- preparing standardized steel
shufterings
writing manuals and instruc-
tions sheets

- preparing audio visual aids

— constructing demonstration
models

Extension consisted in

~ finding thallawalas willing to
participate in research and
development (R&D))

- training masons - teaching

them improved design and
construction techniques and
the better use of tools
- lending tools and shutterings
- providing accurate plans and
estimates

R & E has reduced the cost and
improved the quality of construc-
tion.

Present package of advice - the
load bearing technology

The preset package of advice is as
follows:-

- Appropriately designed in-
situ foundation for a mini-
mum ground + 1st floor con-
struction

- 6" thick load bearing walls of
machine made blocks

- Batten/tile or T-girder / tile
roofing and proper fixing
methods

— Precast staircase

- Proper orientation and venti-
lation

This load bearing construction is
1/3td the cost of RCC (Reinforced
Concrete Construction).

Extension of package: An impact
study has been undertaken.
Total 64 units constructed within
the span of 5 years have

[
been surveved.
The study shows:-
1. In 88% cases, foundations

have been made of proper
ratio in situ concrete, however
design dimensions have not
been adopted. Foundation
bed is not laid, instcad a
straight footing of width 107 -
1’ .6"” concrete 1s constructed.

2. Damp proof course 15 not
used.

3. Walls are made of machine
made blocks. The wall cours-
es are proper, wall is in plumb
and the wall joints arc proper.

4. In 80% cases where need was
to construct another story,
Botten tiles have been used. In
16% cases tier girder tiles
However it has been made
stronger by reinforcement
The used the ring beam but
the specifications have varied,
effort has been to make it
unnecessarily
expensive.

5, In 62% cases cross ventilation
has been adopted.

stronger s0

In efforts to facilitate extension of
techniques, we have decided to
present and discuss this study
with a group of Orangi masons
good in their work.

Upgrading the thalla

In 1987 thru research and exten-
sion, first in one thalla (building
component manufacturing yard)
the block making process was
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Scenes from the OPP low cost housing program

modernized. Instead of the hand
process of concrete block produc-
tion which produced very poor
quality blocks, the
mechanized
process was intro-
duced. The unit
comprised of a
black making
machine, moulds,

the machine made
blocks were 4 times

stronger than the
hand made blocks

process) to 2000/ 3000

Therefore the ratio of cement could
be increased. This combined with
he wuse of better
aggregales, proper
vibration, com-
paction, curing and
drving, increased
the load bearing
capacity of machine

a concrete mixture but were sold at the made blocks to
machine and g 5 800,/1000 psi

water pump for Same price. This was

curing because mechaniza- In 1987 four private

Ratio of concrete
mix was deter-
mined, improved
and cost effective
aggregate was
introduced. Compaction, vibration
curing and drying process was
streamlimed. Standard sizes of
bliocks were determined. The
result was, the machine made
blocks were 4 times stronger than
the hand made blocks but were
sold at the same price. This was
because mechanization trebled
daily production of blocks from
700/800 (in case of the hand

tion trebled daily
production of
blocks

thallas were mecha-
nized with OPP-RTTI
supervision  and
loan, The produc-
tion in these 4 thal-
las has been docu-
mented.

Following the example of the four
mechanized thallas, 53 (hallas
adopted the machine making
process without any loan from
QPP (survey Dec. *96).

One thalla has started producing
hollow blocks. We are studying the
process to see if introduction of

low cost, good quality hollow
blacks is possible.

Research - T-Girder and concrete
tile roofing

After the research on batten tile
roof construction, research  on
another low cost r(mfing system
was undertaken Cost of the T-
girder tile roofing is the same as
batten/tile roofing (for Gd+1 con-
struchion, spanning 12ft oneway)
Advantage is that the vapital cost
for production, which includes
cost of a 2 x 27 vibrator table and
moulds for 1" x 1'x x 1-1/2" con-
crete tiles, is 1/2 that required for
batten/tile production

Production of concrete tiles al Raza
Saheb’s thalla started in March ‘96
[nitial defects were controlled.
However, production stopped al
Raza Saheb’s thalla due to law and
order situation.

The unit was shifted lo a thalla in
Mansoor Nagar. The owner could
nolt manage production. A feasibil-
ity study of the unit was undertak-
en. it was found that as the unit is
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small it is profitable to start as a
side business. If the owner him-
self works as skilled labour and
employs just one unskilled labour
it 1s all the more better.

On request the production unit
was handed over to a load mason.
Since the last three quarters there
has been no production of tiles
due to law and order situation.

On Raza Sahebs advise another
thalla owner Yamin is producing
similar tiles

Use of proper design and con-
struction techniques for roofing

In addition to clay tiles, a avail-
ability of other locally made con-
crete tiles has increased. Sample
tiles were tested. Strength was
found to be adequate for ground
plus one construction, provided
the girder and tier sections, their
spacing, fixing and screening
methods are proper. Extension of
proper design and construction
method is in progress.

Construction and demonstration
With the introduction of appro-

priate techniques, the construc-
tion units require careful supervi-

sion. To reduce pressure on our
team we are concentrating on
training masons and youths as
para architects. Efforts are also
being made to educate the house
owners through leaflets and con-
tacts.

To reduce pressure
on our team we are

Training and Docu-
mentation

this team.

2. Masons are being trained,
total trained 33.

3. Complete records are being
maintained for

Training: Two
trained  youths
have started
working indepen-
dently as para
architects. They
completed plans
and estimates for
total 72 units. For
54 units they
received fees

concentrating on
training masons and
youths as para archi-
tects. Efforts are also
being made to edu-
cate the house own-
ers through leaflets
and contacts.

each unit
4. Lack of
proper ventila-

tion is a recur-
ring problem in
houses and
schools.
Through on site
guidance,
leaflets, posters,

meeting with
masons and
house owners

the importance

from owners. On 1 project
preparation of plan and esti-
mate 15 in progress. Supervi-
sion of total 27 projects was
completed by them, of 2 pro-
jects, is iIn progress. Agree-
ment has been signed with
the team for  survey,
plan/estimate and supervi-
sion of schools, under the
Education Project School
Upgrading Program. Work in
21 school projects is complete.
Guidance is being provided to

of ventilation 1s being empha-
sized. This quarter plans and
estimates for upgrading 2
schools were prepared

Construction in 4 schools was
completed, in another 1 school 1t
is in progress. In total 23 schools
construction with proper ventila-
tion has been completed. O

(Courtesy: OPP Quarterly
Progress Report, # 75

October 98) .

—

Eighth Annual General Meeting |
' of Shehri-CBE

| The 8th Annual General Meeting of Shehri-CBE,
will be held on Saturday, 20th Februry, 1999 (3:00 p.m.)
at the Shehri Office. This is an election year so all members

| are requested to attend in order to ensure maximum
participation in the process o
h — S— S —— ——— —sn— ——
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Women and Nutrition

Beena Hasan reports about an informative discussion held on the issue of womens
health and its connection with a balanced diet.

n Thursday 29th October

1998, at Women’s Club

PECHS Karachi, WADA
(Women and Development Associ-
ation) had organised a discussion
on “Women and Nutrition” which
was attended by large number of
audience in which female commu-
nity workers and intellectuals
from different segments of society
were included.

Dr. Nelofer Safdar, Consultant
Nutritionist — Kidney Centre and
Prof. Rehana Anis — Nutritionist
and Chairperson (Women Wing)
World Conference on Religion and
Peace spoke on the sub-
ject;

During the discussion Dr.
Nelofer Safdar informed
the audience that due to
insufficient intake of calci-
um, 85% Pakistani Women
suffer from Osteoporosis
after crossing 35 years of

age.

She further added that;
Pakistani Women have
become more vulnerable
to the health consequences of
excess weight, deconditioned bod-
fes and diseases such as hyperten-
sion, cardiac ailments and diabetes
(57% in females as compared to
43% in males) with increased
leisure time, availability of labour
saving devices and abundance of
rich foods.

Addressing the audience DProf.

Rehana Anis said that with the
high prices, so many of our people
are not able to plan a balanced
diet. She said that a Balanced diet
contains items from each of the
four essential group.

1. Milk, meat, egg and fish group

2. Fruits and vegetable group
3. Cereals
4. Tats

What is required then is to find
foods that are cheap comparative-

. O MNeloler Saldar, Pral, Behara Anges and Beens Hasan

ly but are high in nutrients.

She promoted the idea that, with a
little knowledge women can have
low cost foods with high nutrients
in diet such as Dal Channa,
Masoor, Mash,, Moong, While and
Black Channa, Lobia and Soya
Bean are high in protein as well as
m iron and B-Complex especially
Soya Bean equals to the proteins of

meat, fish and egg.

She further remarked that fruits
such as apples, peaches, mangoes
and vegetables like tomatoes
radishes and cauliflower are now
highly priced, but two plums are
equivalent to the Vit-A iron Vit-C
content of one apple and apricot in
nutrients; comparatively cheap in
cost.

She said green vegetable such as
Chollai, Channa Saag, Surscon
Saag, Drum 5ticks, Kari Pata,
Dhanya, Pooddeena which are not
costly are rich in iron, clcium, B2,
folic acid, Vit-C and Vit-A
which is essential for
healthy skin and better
eye sight

Both the speakers advised
that for healthy living,
women should stay at rea-
sonable body weight by
eating only 25 to 30% calo-
ries from fats, eat less,
sugar and salt, eat more
green leafy vegetable, high
fiber foods, fruits and
especially a glass of milk
to avoid Osteoporosis,

They emphasised that, to remamn
healthy and beautiful women
should learn the art of balancing
their diet and activity.

In the end the talks were followed
by discussion among the speakers
and the participants. O
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eral B. Area, Block 1. One of the

main problem of this densely pop-
ulated pocket of Karachi city is
garbage collection and disposal.

Iam a resident of Sharifabad, Fed-

There are two main dumping points
in the locality. One is near the circular
railway station and the other is near a

flat site on the Sir Shah Suleman
Road.

Very little of the waste is collected
while the rest keeps accumilating
near the bins. The volume of the
uncollected garbage is particularly
large near the circular railway station.

The dump sites are the breeding areas
for insects and rodents and pose a
serious health hazard. o

(Mohibullah Jafri,
Sharifabad,

F. B. Area, Block 1,
Karachi)
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Publish a NEWSLETTER!

ne way to make people aware of your |
environmental concerns is to publish a

newsletter about them. You can prepare

Monthly Planet

the original in several ways. For example, you
can hand letter it using black ik You can eut
and paste words and pictures from other
sources. You can type it on a typewriter, or you
can compose it on a computer. Then you can
have your finished newsletter photocopied so
that you will be able to give or sell copies to oth-
ers.

1. Think of a name for your newsletter. This
name should be no longer than twe or three
words and should tell people what the newslet-
ter is about. You can use one of the follpwing
names or create your own.

Earth Chronicle
The Earth Times

YOL. A

April 22, 1991

0.1

Global Concern
The Planet Protector
Wildlife Watch
The Weekly Wave

2. Display this name in the nameplate at the

top of the front page of your newsletter. Below
the name, print a line showing the volume num-

ber, date, and issue number of your newsletter. If

you plan to sell copies, you may alse want to

include the purchase price.

3. Publishing a newsletter can be a big jpb, so

Protests Persuade Tuna Canners
To Protect Dolphins

Protesis by concerned kids
have persuaded tuna canners
te protect dolpbins by buy-
ing tuna only from fisher
mien whose fishing methods
do not harm these mammals.

For many vears, tuna fish-
ermen have been using gill
nets to cawch tuna. These
nets cawch lots of tuna, but
they also catch dolphins thai
swim with the ina.

Dolphins are mammals.
Theyv cannot breathe under
water, They noed air

When doelphins get caught
i gill nets, they cannot dive
for food, They cannot swim
1 the top of the waier for
air. Withou: food or alr, the
gdoiphing Jie.

Kids heard about the
doiphins dving. They be-
came concemed. They would
not ear tena, They wrote to
canning company presidents
i tell them why they were
not eanng tUna.

The compaity presidents
read the letters, They cared
ahout dolphins. They de-
cided to buy tuna only from
fishermen whaose methods
do not hurt dolphins

S V. T SNV NI St

BUY TUNA
FROM CANNERS
WHO CARE

you may want some help. Ask friends and: class-

mates to become members of the Newsletter staff. 5

Talk about your editorial policy. Establish guide-

Assign duties and list names and titles on your mast-
head.

4. Discuss the purpose of the newsletter with the
members of your staff. Decide what topics you will
cover and how you will treat these topics. Will you
give the facts in a news story, give opinions in an edi-
torial, or will you write a feature story that is
designed to inform and entertain your readers?

lines and set deadlines.

6. Tomake your newsletter more interesting, plan to
include special features like drawings, cartoons,
crossword puzzles, riddles, games, little-known facts,
an ask-the-experts column, and some letters to the
editor. O

(Courtesy: Earth Book for kids)
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ASK SHEHR]

Most residents olien faced twifly ayy croic problen do ot ot which persor or organization
to contact in arder to solve. their problent, i ithis coluinn we trovite the readers to share et
worries with ws and seek aur help. which js always forthcommg - 'Ed.
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I was very much impressed by the profile of
‘Book Group’, in your July-September 1993
issue. How can the ‘Book Group’ people be
contacted?

{Irum Naqvi, PECHS, Karachi)

Book Group
Address: 43/5, Block 6, PECHS, Karachi.
Tel: 4310641

What 1s the present status of the “Karachi Mass
Transit Project™?
(Khalid Mehmood, Gulbahar, Karachi)

The financial close of the Karachi Mass Transit
Project (KMTP) is to be achieved by January
31st, 1999. One of the main main requirement
for the start of ground work on KMTP is the
setting up of a Metropolitan Tronsport Authority
for the construction and management of the
mass transit system.

How many municipal waste water treatment
plants are there in Karachi?
(Ayesha Javed, Lahore Cantt.)

JOIN SHEHRI

To CREATE A BETTER ENVIRONMENT

SHEHRI Cilizens for a Belter
Enviranment

206-G, Block 2, PECH S,
Karachi-75400, Pakisian.

Tel / Fax : 453-0646

stu:hnpteasemd
 this card o

With a cross cheque of Rs. 200/- {(Annual Membership Fee)
in the name of Shehri-CBE with passport size photograph

MNama

Tel. (O : _ _ Tel (Res):

Addrees

I o o o e o - -

A The Karachi Water & Sewerage Board is served

by four municipal waste water treatment
plants in the Mehmoodabad SITE, North
Karachi and Mauripur areas. Apart from the
North Karachi plant, the other and three plants
are in use. A few plants also function in the pri-
vate sector, mainly for irrigation of parks

—

Shehri

needs volunteers

The various projects of Shehri are managed
by its following six sub-committes:

®  Anti Pellution ® Conservation & Heritage

®  Media & Qutreach (Old Buildings)
{Newsletters)
® Jegal ® [larks & Recreation

(lllegal Buildings) Fund Raiser
Any person who wishes to help out in Shehri's
ongoing and planned projecis (cash / kind)
should visit hte Shehri Office for further informa-
tion or contact the Shehri Secretariat through
phone, fax ar e-mail)

Don't forget to renew your

membership for 1999 Join
Shehri and do your bit as a good
citizen to make this mty a clean,

healthy and environmentally

friendly place to live in!




WASTE MANAGEMENT

Making the solid waste disappear!

Shehri comes up with a novel method of collecting your solid waste. Read on

Guide to Solid Waste Managenment”. The

guide book was meant to serve as a base
line orientation exercise for the readers, aimed at
enhancing their knowledge and comprehension
on the subject of solid waste, its proper manage-
ment from the legal, administrative and techni-
cal stand point. This year, in continuation of that
work, another study has been conducted in
which the first tier

I ast year Shehri-CBE prepared a “Citizens

imabad (Block B) provided very interesting data.
The study group identified 73 waste dumping
sites in a single block! out of these only 5 spots
were officially designated.

Solutions

When traffic becomes unmanagble on ground,
an option available is to go underground. Lets
see how the same

of urban  solid
waste management
i.e.  “Neighborhood
Collection of Waste”

has been looked
into.

Issues

In this study the
existing system of
neighbourhood
level sohid waste
management n
Karachi is analysed
and separate case
studies of some

strategy be applied
in case of solid
waste.

It is proposed that
underground
receptacles be pre-
pared (see sketch of
the proposed sys-
tem) at selected
points in a neigh-
bourhoed for the
collection and stor-
age of the general-
ed solid waste. In
this way waste visi-

selected neighbour-
hoods of Karachi
(Gulshan-e-Igbal,
North Nazimabad) have been made. In the
study conducted in North Nazimabad Block 'N’,
a profile of solid waste generation from a typical
middle-lower middle income family of Karachi
city has been prepared. it was found that 45% of
the waste generated at the household level was
organic (Kitchen waste} in nature, which is total-
ly wasted. A great potential for waste level min-
imisation and reuse exists here.

In another study conducted in Gulshan-e-Igbal,
Block # 5, it was found that at an average 10 tons
of waste remained uncollected in the neighbour-
hood. The third study of a block in North Naz-

The sub-surface waste collector

bility should ideal-
ly be zero. The
range and number
of collection points can be greatly increased due
to public acceptability and non-hindrance to any
other public facilities.

At present it is just a concept, whose detailed
engineering design and pilot project need to be
developed to remove the bugs in the system.

This study was managed by Mr. Farhan Anwar,
member of Shehri-CBE and financial assistance
was provided by the Friedrich Naumann Foun-
dation. O




Pulling this string is easy.
Weaving it back might be impossible.

The fabric of our life is balanced upon a
very fine ecological system. Today, this
system 18 1n a grave danger.

Degradation of natural resources — air, W
walter and land - is not only a serious
threat to our environment, but to life

itself,

Act Now. Help clean up our environment.
p—

CALTEX

Caltex Oil (Pakistan) Limited

SPECTHUM




