Never doubt that o small grovp of
thaughtfil, commiited citizens can
change the world. Indeed, ir’s the only
thing that ever has

—Margaret Mead
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SHEHRI FACILITATES IN THE

FORMATION OF A CCB

In its continuous efforts to engage in a meaningful manmer with the local government system,
Shehri-CBE takes a leading role in the formation of a Citizen Community Board

in Jamshed Town

he Citizen Community
I Board (CCB) is a
requirement of the new
Local Government Ordinance
2001. The objective for setting
up a Citizen Community Board
is to energize the local commu-
nities for development and
improvement in cooperation
with the local government offi-
cials. Citizen’s participation in
all areas of local government
has become necessary and
essential for the sustainability
of projects and for the delivery
of quality service, as well as to
imbibe the (rue spirit of
democracy in our society.

Social indicators for Paksitan
are the lowest in the world i.e.
educatton, health, population,
water supply and sanitation are
the main areas which need
mobilization of the community
and improving service and cre-
ating a sense of ownership.

Realizing the importance of
this initiative taken by the gov-
ernment, Shehri-CBE recently
facilitated in the formation of a
Citizen Community Board
within the jurisdiction of
Jamshed Town of the City Dis-
trict  Government Karachi
(CDGK).

Zimmedar Shehri

The name of the society is
Zimmedar Shehri  Citizens
Community Board.

Some of the important objec-
tives for which the society is
established are:-

1) To research, investigate,
compile and disseminate
information regarding
existing laws, rules and

regulations and/or contra-
ventions thereof, or pro-
posed legislation, pertain-
ing to every aspect of the

Launching of Zimmedar Shehri

Role and Functions of CCB

he institution of CCB has been

created to enable the proactive
elements of the society to partici-
pate in development activities

= CCBs will be registered with
the District Governments
under Chapter X of the Local
Government Ordinance.
" CCBs will mobilize commu-
nities and raise funds for
local development

*  Registration Is valid in dis-
trict of registration and
shall nol require renewal

Registration can be refused
on valid grounds in writing
and with 15 days notice.
CCB has right of appeal to
DCO within 30 days of
refusal and then to Zila
Council for final decision

Cont Py
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EDITORIAL

Transport Blues!

t is said that the state of a

city's planning and manage-

ment mechanisms is often
reflected by its transport system,
The more organized the transport
system and infrastructure, health-
ier will be the urban environment
of a cityKarachi's traffic and
transport is characterized by mis-
management and chaos. Prob-
lems, though multificated and
diversified in nature require an
integrated problem  solving
approach, which |s sadly lacking.

A city of over 12 million is not yet
served by a public mass transit
system. This Is criminal neglect,
plain and simple. The innumer-
able plans prepared over the last
almost six decades have mostly
been confined to the shelves.
While no public mass transit sys-
tem exists and the carrying
capacity of our road network
remalins mostly unchanged, the
roads are now flooded with pri-
vate vehicles - thanks to the
uncountable car lease schemes
on offer and reduction in duties of
motor vehicles, Measures such
as flyovers (the new fad!] also
discourage and restrict the move-
ment of public transport.

In a well-planned city, traffic flow
patterns are mostly predictable
that facilitates planning for future
schemes and projects. Due to the
absence of a funcitoning Master
Plan and continuous violation of
zoning laws and regulations, few
areas In the city can now be clas-
sifled as purely commaercial, resi-
dential or institutional. A locality
like Guishan-e-lgbal, formerly a
purely residential district, now
houses thriving commercial cen-
tres, private businesses, govern-
menl institutions, social/recre-
ational outlets ete. As such, traffic
pattern is chaotic with no discern-
able ebbs and flows. How can
you plan amidst this chaos!

All this results in ever increasing
levels of pollution, loss of time,
energy and severe mental siress.
This situation has reached a
stage where urgent measures
need to be undertaken on a war
footing. Our planners and policy
makers should adopt a holistic
approach, take into account all
the direct and indirect causes of
the problem and integrate all
plans and projects - instead of
working at cross purposes. [

.




Mohilizing the citizens
environment, including bul
not limited to those aspects
related to local/governmental
representation and adminis-
tration, crime control envi-
ronmental pollution, commu-
nity welfare, local/govern-
mental fiscal control and tax-
ation, health care, building
contraction and control, land
development and all other
matters of civic concerns.

To create public awareness on
issues pertaining to the cre-
ation and maintenance of a
healthy and secure physical
and social environment.

i} To provide technical assis-

tance and guidance to local
area citizen groups relating to
problems of their local areas
and environment.

iv) To collect, compile and pub-

lish technical, staristical and
other data and fact-sheets
relating Lo the purposes of the
society including measures
devised for effective preven-
tion and control of activities
causing environmental degra-
dation and community anxi-
ety and uniest,

v) Tu encourage, conduct, facil-

ate and participate in investi-
sation, planning, develop-
ment, disucssions, symposia,
seminars and research relat-
ing to the objects of the soci-
ety and, in such connection,
to arganize and operate refer-
ence and research centres,
consumer complaint burgaus
and related organization.

vi) Tu enquire into encroachment

of amenity land and contra-
vention of building laws and
master plans and to provide
legal assistance to citizens in
this regard.

vii) To study and make sugges-

tions towards improving
urban planning standards,
master plans and to inquire
into violations thergof.

viii)To make efforts 1o save, pro-

lect. preserve old building
and areas.[]

The Founding Members

The first members of the Mapaging Commiitee shall be:

Amber Alibhai

1

2. Vicroria de Souza
3. Radia Khatib

4. Shah Bano Alavi
5. Fareeda Masood
6. Khadija Zaheer

7. Azra Aqil

8. Salmana Sajjad

9. Hasan Jamil Alavi

10. Hanif A. Sattar

1. Syed Raza Ali Gardezi
12. Sheikh Rizwan Abdullah
13. Raland de Souza

4.
15.

16

7.
18.
19.
20.
21.

22

. Shamim Ahmed
. Arifuddin Ahmed
. Tarig

IChatih Ahmed
Shabbir Alibhai
Akhlar Mirza

Shahid Hussain Nasim
Masood Ali

Naveed Ahmed

Nasir Mehmood
Humayuan Ahmed
Muhammad Saleem
Farooqui

ﬂ'
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The CCBs through voluntary self
help initiatives will take up

a. Improvement of delivery of
service

b. Development and manage-
ment of a new public facility

c Welfare of the handi-
capped, destitute, widows
and families in extreme
poverty

d.  Establishment of farming,
marketing and consumer’s
cooperatives

e. ldentification of develop-
ment and municipal needs

and mobilization of
resources

f Formation of voluntary
associations such as
Parent Teacher
Associations, School

Management Associations
or Farmers or Water Users
Associations; and

g. Monitoring at the behest of
the concerned Council

CCB Code of Business

* Nonprofit Voluntary
Organization

* General body having at

least 25 members

* Office bearers elected for a
two year term

* Quarterly meetings  of
Executive Committee (EC)

* Quorum - 40 percent EC
and 25 percent GB

" Chairman to preside all

meetings

g Secretary to record meet-
ings and present annual
accounts

* GB can remove members /
officers

Chairman and Secretary
are custodian of property
and assets O
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Flow Diagram for processing CCB Proposals

Awareness Campaign by Local Governments

l

Registration of CCBs with -
Community Development Office

Classification /
Sectoral
Priorities &
Development
Funds
Allocation by
Councils

L 4

Need ldentification Consultation with Local
Governemnt Offices &
Preparation of Proposals by CCBs

L4

Submission of Proposals by CCBs &
Share Amount Through Draft

l

Ranking of Proposals by Authorized Office

l

Approval by Council of Proposals

l

¥

Monitoring by
Maonitoring
Committee

and
Concemed

Offices dealing

with CCBs

Agreement & Deposit of CCB Share in Account

Froposals for
Partnership

l

with Local
Govemnmments

Release of First Instaliment

but not

l

requiring
Funding

Implementation by CCB

— |

Audit of
Accounts by
Local Gowt.

l

Subsequent Installments & Progress Report

l

Projact Completion (Final Repori)
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Seminar - District Government System - The First Three Years-

An Assessment (Saturday, September 18th, 2004 - Hotel Regent Plaza)

seminar was arranged by
Shehri-CBE to assess the
performance of the District

Government System during the first

local government system. He said
that the citizens should not expect
that the government officials could
solve everything on their own. It is

three vears after its establishment.
[ssues that were discussed, included
mattees related to policy and plan-
ning, administration, financial man-
agement, project implementation
and citizen participation.
Constraints and shortcomings were
identified and achievements were
hightighted.

The welcome address was given by
Mr.Roland deSouza, Chairperson,
Shehri-CBE. Mr.De'Souza high-
lighted the importance of citizen's
role in improving the working of

Roland de’Souza

the responsibility of the citizens to
participate in an enthusiastic and
meaningful manner in issues that
relate to their everyday lives. He
regretted that the government has
recently taken some unfortunate
decisions like the regularization of
ittegal buildings. strip commercial-

nar then asked the first speaker, Ms.
Rehana Afroze, Chairperson,
Education  Committee, City
District Goverpment Karachi to
make her presentation. Ms.Rehana
Afroze highlighted the achieve-
ments of the government in office.
These included improved health and
environment facilities for citizens,
education, clean water and efficient
sewerage/transportation  system,
provision of recreational facilities.
community development etc,

Mr. Siddique Rathore, Nazim
Union Council Liaqutabad, then

- offered a critical review of the per-

formance of the govemment in
office. He said that councilors and
Chairman's of the CDGK Council
committees were not taken into con-
fidence in the policy and decision
making process and instead advisors
and consultants were making all the
important decisions.

ization ot roads and other zoning—— - -

regulations. He urged the citizens to
do whatever they can to safeguard
and protect the interests of the city.

Mr. Farhan Anwar, Member
Shehri and Moderator for the semi-

Rehana Afroze

He said that the City Council, that
represented the elected officials of
the city needs to be the supreme city
body whereas in actual practice it
was just a rubber stamp. He also
regretted the fact that Union

Siddique Rathore




Councils have been given inade-
quate authorily 1o bring about mean-
ingful change.

Mr. Muhammad Nauman,
Former Technical Advisor to
Administrator KMC, gave a
detailed background of the newly
established District Government
System. He said that due to flaws in
the systen, the District

Governments are not tetally empow-
ered. Firancial control was still with
the Federal Government.

Mir Hussain Ali

The Ombudsman Department had
stitl not been created He said that

proper develving of line depart-
ments like KBCA is not taking place
that is hindering the work of the City

R
A number of stakeholders participated in the seminar

Governmenl.

Mr. Qadeer Baig, Deputy Director,
NGO Resource Centre talked
about the functioning of the Citizen
Community Boards and identified
their strong potential for bringing
about positive changes in the local
povernance system of the country

Ms. Kiran Bano, Environmental
Engineering Department, NED
University of FEungincering &
Technology gave an overview of the
eslablishment of an Environmental
Department in the CDGK.

She discussed the policy and man-
agement  framework  of  the
Environmental Departments of the
cities of Los Angeles, Chicago and
Johannesberg and gave recommen-
dations and suggestions on the pos-
sible (uncrioning. framework and
areas ol work ol the Environmental
Depargment at the CDGK. She iden-
tified some flaws in the City
Government notification issued in
this regard.

Mir Hussain Ali, DCO, CDGK
gave the concluding address. He
said that despite some shortcomings

"7 the system, it has performed very

well and the level of coordination
berween the elected and appeinted
officials of the City Government has
been satisfactory.

5

eer Beg

Qad

Hle said ihat in the absence of an
effective alternative system of the
Magistracy, problems are being
faced and work is delayed. He called
for uniformity in the laws of CDGK
and other civic bodies such as can-
tonment boards. Mr.Ali criticized
the practice where the City Nazim
has been given the authority of writ-
ing the ACR of the DCA. He said
that departments like the SKAA,
KW&SB and KBCA need to be
devolved in the City Government.

Mr.Farhan Anwar then opened the
floor for general discussion and the
participants participated enthusiasti-
cally in the discussion. Mr.Anwar
then concluded the seminar and
thanked all the speakers and partici-
pants for attending the session. O
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Seminar - Save Gutter Baghicha Campaign (October 10, 2004-Gutter Baghicha)

n ail parties con-
fernce on Guiter
Baghicha on

Sunday demanded that
Karachi be renamed as
Kolachi to restore its old
glory. It also called for the
safeguard of rights of f§
natives on their ancestral
land.

They criticised the polictes

of successive rufers for

systematically demolishing
the old Batoch settlements in the city
by brute force.

Speakers of the conference warned
the rulers to mend their ways and
stop demolition of old settlements in
Karachi on the pretext of develop-
ment.

They also urged the governemnt to
take effective measures and make
necesary laws for protecting the
rights of natives and shun the policy
of discremination.

At the same time, they expressed
deep concern over the fate of the
Gutteer Baghicha project, saying
thal despite the fact that President
Musharral” had announced on April
28 last that a naticnal park would be
built on the site, no step had been
taken for its construction yet,

A number of eminent speakers participated in the seminar

Concerned Citizens

They said a major part of the project,
which was once a green fand in the
locality, had now been occupied by
land mafia in collaboration with the
government agencies.

The speakers said the area of the
Gutter Baghicha once comprised
1.O17 acres, but the open space now
left was only 480 acres.

They urged the Sindh and the city
governments to execute the national
park project as announced by the
President in his April 28 speech.

They maintained that the people of
these areas had always been

deprived of the fruits of develop-

ment and continued to suffer due o
lack of modern facilities.

The conference was called by the

| RN LA

newly-established
NGO Baloch Rights
Council. Karachi with
| the cooperation of the
Shehri, [t was
addressed by promi-
| ® nent Baloch intellectu-
] al and Chairman BRC
Yusuf Naskand. PPP
MPA Rafig Engineer,
leader Baloch Nalional
Party Ghulam
-Mohammad Baloch,
Rauf Sasuli (JWP),
Salim Saleh Buzdar (PPP-SB),
Hashim Khoso (JSA), S.M Altaf
{Muzdoor-Kisan) besides others.

The speakers vowed that they would
continue their struggle for immedi-
ate execution of work on the Gurtter
Baghicha project and removal of all
sorts of encroachments from the pro-
ject site.

A resolution called for scrapping the
cooperative  housing  scheme
reserved for the officers of the
defunct KMC Officers and urged the
governemnt not to launch any hous-
ing scheme on the project site.

However, the meeting suggested that
surplus land at the project site
should be reserved for the rehabilita-
tien of displaced persons of the
Lyari expressway project.d
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Seminar - Global City Karachi (Friday, December 3, 2004)

oliticians and intellectuals gath-
Pered at the seminar urged the

governiment to prepare
Karachi's Master Plan without any
further detay. They emphasised the
importance of portraying positive
image of the city besides underlining
need for making concerted efforts
especially in the cultural sphere to
make Karachi a truely global city.

Former Federal Minister, Javed
Jabhar highlighted negative and pos-
itive aspects of the city. He pointed

out that low living standards, lack of

efficient transport system, limited
choice of entertainment and lawess-
ness indicated backwardness of the
city. However, he added, there were
many aspects of the city which were
trully global. [n this regard, he ¢ited
diversity, connection with globat net-
work of media and capacity of some
people to compete gioballly.

He said that the city was suffering
from what he called transformation
crisis. He said global cities of devel-
oped world also suffered from this
phenomenon in 20th century when
decay of inner city occurred due 1o
migration of the poor people to the
cities. Refering writings of novelist,
Charles Dickens, he said expleitation
of the poor child existed in London.

He suggested direct etection of City
Nazim on pattern of London and New
York. He said there was need for

(L-R} Farhan Anwar, Javed Jabbar

reducing Jurisdictien of Karachi in
order to avoid clash between different
stakeholders such as Cantonement,
DHA, KPT etc. He said enforcement
of law was imperative in portraying
eood image of the city. He claimed
that Motorway police was acting
impartially for enforcement of law, a

events to dispel image of terrorism
He also underlined the need of creat-
ing institutional mechanisms (o
streamline the inputs of willing stake-
holders in development work such as

businessmen, industrialists, philan-
thropists and mobilized interest
groups.

model to be followed. He
urged integration of rural,
urban areas of the city besides
investment in physical infra- [%-
structure. ¥ ﬁ

Noman Ahmed, Chairman,
Department of Architecture &
Planning, NED University,
said globalisation has brought
about many changes in the
development  pattern  of -
Karachi. Overwhelming rise of a
nascent market economy, lack of state
subsidies for the vulnerable people
and communication revolution are
some of the changes brought by the
globalization process, he said

He said the globalisation also carries
threats of social injustice to vulnera-
ble people, loss of cultural and envi-
ronmental assets and complete domi-
nation of non locals in decision mak-
ing. He regretted that Karachi is por-
trayed as a notorious hideout of ter-
rorists due to which foreigners usual-
ly consider it as a high risk city.

He suggested conscious increase in
the number and scale of cultural

The Participants
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(L-R) Farhan Anwar, Noman Ahmed,
Qasim Parekh, Huma Bagal

Huma Bagqai, a Lecturar at the
Department of International Relations
at Karachi University, said that
Karachi has an undisputed place with
reference to economy with a contribu-
tion of around 40 percent of the coun-
try’s total revenue. She claimed that
50pc of Pakistani’s University gradu-
ates are residing in the city Literacy
rate of men is 65 per cent while it is
also the largest urban women work-
force.

Ahmed Qasim Parekh, WNazim,
Jamshed Town, Karachi said that he
was confident that the citizens of the
city had the talent and enterprise to
compete with anyone in the world.

Farhan Anwar, Member, Shehri,
said Karachi has potential of emerg-
ing global city but political instabili-
ty, bad governance, poverty and tech-
nological backwardness stand in the

way. [
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In this section, we highlicht some of owr ongoing ddvocacy
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Success of Citizen Activism - The City School Flasco

Ri:sl-‘.ﬂ-r:l:l.a' of Hall Read in PECHS & comtnercial venture,
were extremely disturbed when  Cin Schoaf, that has
ews cnme about the prospects ol Gne nwmerous bianighes

illegal school branch of the Ciy and  their  regional
Sehocl network opening in'their wrea, wifice established on
e redidents were both atgered and residentinl - plats  n
droused, fx s whiae ol Cife e Karaehl. When a local
feachey [t Atttfenis® asked oo obngry  housewife objecled o
housewifis Subir Llureshi,
Administeation Officer
The said plot (Plet J44P2-PECHS) ol the sehool, he stated
has an interesting background of ille-  that  the  institution
gal handovers. The PECHS lessee of  would go ahead as thes
this plot on Halt Resd, Mian Sajjad had signed en sgreement and the
Arrtir Ahmed, had left the city owing  neighbors could do whatever they
torthe growing law and order situation  thoughe best
in Karpchi

the sehool principals and governmen
uwuthorities, pone mhkes notice o the
indiscipling or the brazen viointion of
the law.

Conversion of lund-use is pip-

In 1998, he unlowfally cenged Ribtad UM TAg Bl e

his residennal prepuses
Clrireretiar Doegrmnatinnald Tor
commersipnl office for o [0-

.
T A T
verr period. The netghbors and ™ = SR T LI
| : RN THESE LA ME Plamnime Resulatfons F002. 4

B ROAT IS & RESERAT i o B N vindow of apportunity  wirs
F1G AW AL B e (o schools as Follows
i Negnlation J -4 20

whivy carfes about the low in
Korneht  According o Lhe
il Koracht  Bidldine &  Town

residents @b thie aren conduited
g profest campaign with the
principals of  Chganon
InlL-rnu'Ti-.slml in Hollpnd, and O Ry e
sormie fime later the ¢ompmy :
it short their tenaney  and
el pwiy

{ rretinl nefghborhoad can

il io-be wved for edication
byt MPGELCL aftor Tviting public
obfeeiion from impdediare  meigfthor
hood, in consultation with Trawspors
Degartmenr “™No such public objec-
licms had been invited in the present
case,

Mhe schael has two alher branches
he arca residents had now learnt that — operating in the viclnity and crenting a
Mian Sajjad Amir Ahmed subsequent-  pueblic nuisance for residential neig -
Wy entered into o rentol agreement with  bours. The complaints about the
unruly children, traffic
and parking congestion,
blowing of horns, activ- T
i tties of road-side ven-
‘:'mrfrm:%rwll g @ donfs, noise and air pol-

lution, etc.

residents  filed a Suit No.
12492004 in the Hon’ble High of
Sindh and oblained a stay before the
college could open on Ist November
2k A relentless public campaign
ensucd, with the result that the iy
Sefice! administration were forced o
wilhdraw and vacate the premises.
Three cheers for citizen activism! ]

The schiovols hove Tntro-
dueed chios and mby-
bem  inte  foimerly
pence il residential
neghbourhood,  wnd
despite complaints to
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KPT’s proposed
World Class Leisure Club

‘ x Te request the concerned author-
ities to make public copies of

the guidelines for the proposed Port
Club, to be established on 13,000 m2
of prime fund at Mai Kolachi.

Our objections to the proposed World
Class Leisure Club are as follows:

# KPT must <concentrate and
improve on its core business - the
operation of Karachi Port. The
Senate has confirmed this

e Land in KPT jurisdiction is meant
for development of port facilities,
not for housing.clubs ete.

e A World Class Leisure Club can
cater to the elite and wealthy:
99.99% of citizens will not
beneift. Does this come in the
mandate of a federal government
agency?

® What are the environmental
impacts of the club project? Have
the 13,000 m2 of land been
reclaimed from the sea?

We look forward to an early response
in the interest of the citizens of
Karachi.(OJ

Environmentally degrading Ouak
Tower commercial plot (Pfot I/RY-10
Raitway Quarter, M. T. Khan Roud)

e object to the poposed QOak
Tower Comvpercial Project on
the following basis:

The plot was planned for residential
bungalows. We understand that it was
unlawfully commercialized by KMC
in 1978-80 (withow technical justifi-
cation studies, without Inviting/con-s
sidering public objections, without
Master Plan approval) but the com-
merciatization was cancelled by the
government in 1987. M. T. Khan Road
is not an the list of roads eligible for
commerciazation.

Such change of land-use (bungalow fo

Sflut-site) and over-building will dam-

age he environment. Enhanced utili-
ties and infrastructure have not been
provided in the area, and the existing
situation is pretty grim.

The plot is affected by a 140 feet cut
off line for the widening of Moulvi
Tamizuddin Khan Read. Has this been
taken into account by setting back the
boundary of the project by 60 feet?
The COS required is in addition to this
setback for road-widening.

Praltic congestion at the toot of the
bridge (which has aiso ro be widened
from its present one-lane each way
status) is already severe. More park-
ing and traffic generated by such a
project cannot be tolerated.

Piease have mercy on the citizens of
Karachi! [J

Traffic problems of the city

We draw the attention of the con-
cerned officials 1o three issues:

. The over-crowding and densifica-
tion of the city by KBCA and
Cantonment Boards, who have
aflowed the construction of ille-
gal/over-sized buildings in their
Jjurisidiction.

7. Non provision or unlawful conver-
sion of mandatory parking spaces
in multi-storied buildings.

[nadequate parking and
loading/unloading spaces being
approved by KBCA, because they
do not properly implement
Building Regulation 24 of 2002
properly, including:

L2

a) Regulation 24-3, which requires
a detailed parking layout plan to
be prepared for each building

b) Regulation 24-3, which requires
a minimum of two car-lifts (we
belive that the car-lifis system

@

[y

should be discouraged com-
pletely).

KCB, because they do not properly
implement Building Bye-Law No 35
with the provision of parking and 5
meter x |0 meter loading/unleading
spaces.

Many governors, chiel ministers,may-
ors, city administrators, traffic police
officials, and citizen commitiees have
paid hypocritical lip-service to the
cause of improved traffic in Karachi -
but have not had the courage to tackle
some of the basic and difficult issues
and the situation worsens every day!

Saving the Turtles

meeting was held on Sunday,

September 26, 2004 at 3.00 pm at
Hut# S-88, Turtle Lab, Sindh Wildlife
Department, with the Hut Owners
to identify a framework for
Environmental Stewardship (project -
Helping the Turtles Survive). The fol-
lowing agenda was discussed.

Agenda

I. Introduction of projects and activ-
ities for turtle/habitat conservation
at Sandspit/Hawksbay beaches

2. Determining the role ot Hut
Owners as Environmental
Stewards for the protection of tur-
tles and their habitat

3. Any other business

The opening remarks were shared
between Dr.Ejaz Ahmad of WWF
Pakistan and Ms. Naila Ahmed of
Shehri-CBE. They briefed the partici-
pants on the agenda for discussion and
requested them for their enthusiastic
participation. In the discussion forum
arranged jointly by Shehri-CBE, the
Sindh Wildlife Department and WWF
Pakistan.

Ms.Naila Ahmed, Moderator for the
discussion then invited Dr.Fehmida
Firdous, Turtle Conservator of the

10
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Sindh Wildlife Department to speak to
the participants about the program of
the Sindh Wildlife Department.

Dr.Firdous informed the participants
about the various threats faced by the
nesting turtles and how the visitors to
the beaches could contribute to the
protection of the turtle habitat, She
said that the program of the Sindh
Wildlife Department deals with the
documentation of the turtles visiting
the Sandspit/Hawksbay beaches.

The number of turtles coming to the
beaches, the number of eggs they lay
and the number of hatchlings that
hatch are all counted. The turtles are
also tagged to monitor their movement
and breeding patterns,

To provide protection to the eggs and
the new born turtles, the Singh
Wildlife Department has constructed
three haicheries on the beaches where
the eggs are placed in protective
cages. Dr.Firdous also asked the par-
ticipants to help the Department in its
efforts to save the turtles and their
habitat,

Ms.Naila  Ahmed then asked
Mr.Farhan Anwar, Coordinator of the
project, Helping the turtles survive to
speak about the project. MrAnwar
said that the project Helping the
Turtles Survive was not in any way
aimed at duplicating the efforts of the
Sindh Wildlif Department and WWF
Fakistan. On the contrary, it had been
designed {o supplement the angoing
programs.

responsibility for protecting the sensi-
tive habitat.

In order to facilitate their role as
Environmental Stewards, the project
team had developed an interactive
traming program for the Hut
Chowkidars who were present on the
beaches most of the time and were in
the best position to contribute posi-
tively to turtle conservation efforts.

Mr. Anwar also informed the partici-
pants that contact has been established
with the City Government and KPT
for seeking some amendments in the
Hut Lease Deeds so that the sensitive
ecalogical nature of the beaches could
be acknowledged. The participants
requested to be involved in the
process, Mr. Anwar then asked the
patticipants to nominate their Hut
Chowkidars for participation in the
Training Program.

Ms.Naila Ahmed then opened the
tfloor for general discussion. Some
participants felt that it was mainly the
responsibility of the City Government
and KPT to protect the habitat. In this
regard it was pointed out that recently
the City Government had raised the
chaiges for using the huts to
Rs.25,000/ - a year without any
improvement in the facilities/utilities
provided to the Hut Lessees.

The participants also felt that they
were quite responsible in the use of
the beaches while people who made
unauthorized use of their huts were
mainly responsible for the pollution

on the beaches.

Some skepticism was raised about the
use of Hut Chowkidars for the protec-
tion of the beaches as the participants
felt that they themselves were mostly
responsible for taking people to see
the nesting turdes and disturbing the
nesting process. The Chowkidars also
allowed unauthorized use of the Huts.

It was suggested that private garbage
collectors should be engaged for clear-
ing the garbage on the beaches, as the
City Government cannot be relied
upon for efficient service. The partici-
pants however appreciated the efforts
of the conservation groups and also
ensured that they would fully cooper-
ate in efforts to protect and conserve
the turtle habitat,

It was suggested that private garbage
collectors should be engaged for clear-
ing the garbage on the beaches, as the
City Government cannot be relied
upon for efficient service. The partici-
pants however appreciated the efforts
of the conservation groups and also
ensured that they would fully cooper-
ate in efforts to protect and conserve
the turde habitat.

Ms.Naila Ahmed then thanked the
participants for attending the discus-
sion and offering their valuable

input. 3

An effort was being

PARTICIPANTS TO THE DISCUSSION

made in the project to

prepare  a  Habitat
Management Plan for
the turtle habitat in the
project area, The Hut
Owners had been identi-
fied to play the role of
Environmental Stewards
since they were the peo-
ple who had acquired
space on the turtle habi-
tat and bore a major

Mr. & Mrs. Adamiee

126-N

Name Hut # Name Hut #
Mr. Bashir M. Vohra 102-A Mr. S.U. Quraishi 80
Mr. Ashraf Lakhani 101-A Mr. Saeed Amiad Alj 80-5
Mr. Abdul Qadir 59 Mr. Abdul Ghani - Local Res.

Mr. Ageel Merchant 106-A Mr. Mahmood Maulvi 97
Maj. Abdul Qadir 52-N Mr. Altaf Agha 109-N
Mr. Dilawar Agha 92-N Mr. Yousuf Karamally 103-N
Mr, Abrar Moorai 105-N Mr. M. Jamil & Shahida Tamil 96
Mr. Taria Dawood 19 -1 Mr. S.A. Hadi 101-N
Mr.&Mrs. Mehdi Chagla 89 Mr. Feroz Afaa Ahmed Khan 18
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The District Government System - An assessment of the first three years

As the three vears tenure of the present local government reaches completion, Roland
de’Souza analyses the achievements and failures and stresses the importance of active
citizen participation for bringing about posilive changes.

e Pakistanis tend to be eter-
nal optimists. Whenever
there is a change in gov-

ernment or administrative system, we
initialty believe that the new order is
going Lo be better than the previous
one.

Yet we personally remain the same
kind of people that we aiways were.
We only expect others, especially the
ones in power, to transform them-
selves, while we cling to our old ways
of living, working, and interacting.
Do we actually believe that if every-
one were to behave like we presently
do, the world would be a better place?
Be honest. Are we the model citizens,
the speakers of the truth, the hard-
working, law-abiding residents who
will transfigure Karachi into the city
of our dreams?

It is not only the Nazims, the city or
union councils, or the DCOs, or the
TMOs, or their teams that are respon-
sible for the problems that we see
around us, and for their solutions.
Each one of us has a distinct and
important role to play in refining the
quality of life for our fetlow citizens
and ourselves

We will have to confess, rather
shamefacedly, that we have not been
pulling our weight. We have been
selfish. We have ignored the needs of
others, and, consequently, have not
even been effectively able to address
our own needs and dreams.

Over 50% of the city's population
lives in katchi-abadis, a mute testino-
ny to the abject failure of the formal
systems of city planning to cater 1o
the basic human right of the vast
majority of citizens. This propertion

of the deprived and their absolute
numbers are increasing as the popula-
tion swells by 1,400 persons, or 230
households, every day thalf-a-million
million annually). We
do virtually nothing to
pro actively cater to
this poor majority of
our city.

Over 50% of the
city's population
lives in katchi-
abadis, a mute testi-
mony to the abject

grant conditions.

All of these procedures are being car-
ried out without the obligatory town-
planning studies and
without providing' ihe
enhanced utilities and
infrastructure required,
Do we actually beligve |
that such shoit term, ad :

On the other hand, we | hoc strategies  will
ire deliberately failure of the formal yring  abour  an
destroying (or apa- systems of city plan- improvemeat jn the

theticatly  allowing
others to destroy} the
fine  town-planning
that was the hallmark
of this Karachi City
during the first thirty
years of its life as the
predominant  urban
area of Pakistan.

In the recent past, the
government has taken

ning to cater to the
basic human right of
the vast majority of
citizens. This pro-
portion of the
deprived and their
absolute numbers
are increasing as the
population swells by
1,400 persons, or 230

quality of life for .onr
fellow citizens” "

We must asked owr-
selves, if “there ‘is
something that  we
could ~ chidnge - qr
improve, if therg i
some time we coiid
give to the develop-
ment of our neighibour-
hood, our union coun-

four measures that cil jurisdiction, our
critically affect the households, town, our city district -
built environment of every day let us not wait, Let us

Karachi:

1) Regularization of thousands of
illegal buildings, including
unlawful conversion of land-use

2) Strip commerciatization of 19
roads, allowing up to ten times
the originally planned amount of
construction on front-line resi-
dential plots

3) Regularization of illegal allot-
ments, conversions and
exchanges of land

4y Approval of building plans in great
excess of what is permitied by
zoning regulations and land-

show that we tare, that

we realize that without
the active participation of all ¢itizens,
no governance system can be suc-
cessful.

And whenever you get discouraged,
remember the inspiring words of the
famous anthropologist, ~Margaret
Mead:

Never doubt that a small ;group of
thoughtful, commitied citizens can
change the world, Indeed, it's the only
thing that ever has.[]

Roland de’Souza
is Chairperson, Shehri-CBE,
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Cantonment areas in Karachi - Issues and concerns

In this Special Report, Shehri-CBE discusses some of the important issues and concerns thut
relate with the management and administration of the Cantonment areas in Kavachi and their
relevance with the overall planning, development and management of Karachi city.

hehri supports the viewpoint wl

the Sencie Standing Comnrinto

(Defence & Defence Produciion)
thai:

cantomments, which fieve over the years
been surrounded by large civitian popu-
lation, should be shified under a phased
programme (o areas away from the big
cities so that iraining and other profes-
sional activities of the defence forces
were carried oul uninterrupied.

In this regard, a number of usefull rec-
ommendations were made in the
Karachi Development Plan 1974-1985
{see box /j prepared thirly vears ago.
Virtwally nothing has been done to
implement rhese sensible recommenda-
tions that major cantonments and other
defence lands in Karachi be converted
to urban use.

In fact, the opposite is true: more land in
the city is being taken under canton-
ment jurisdiction or being transtformed
into housing for army personnel, This is
engendering  increasing  resentment
amaong the citizens of Pakislan.

An additional problem for Karachi's
built environment is that residential
bungalow plots in Karachi Cantonment
are being arbirtrarily converted into
multi-stored  commercial/iresidential
plazas. This results in severe environ-
mental degradation of the areas (see box

2)

We request the Senate Srtanding
Committee  (Defence &  Defence
Production} to expeditiously tackle
these issues that are critical to the sus-
tainable development of Karachi, a city
whose population is expected to exceed
20 million by 2015. We would be
pleased to assist in any way we can. [

Box # 1
Master Plan (1974-85)

Recommendations: Still Relevant?

he Cantonments and Defence Lands, when they were established in

194G were expected: to be well outside the urbanizable area. They
now lie in the heart ot the metropolis and in the path of its growth to the
west, northeast and the southeast. The 29,000 acres of cantoniments and
other lands under defence control could accommodate approximately
2,250,000 population, plus industry and other urban uses, at the gross
urban density ol 80 persons per acre proposed for new growth between
1974 and 1985,

The present locations are vulnerable from coastal atiack. They constitute
a serious hazard for the civilian populations that have developed around
them.

Karachi Cantonment has been completely surrounded by civilian popu-
fation and is in the very heart of the City, It cannot be treated as a sepa-
rate entity for planning and development. No comprehensive planning
and development is possible as long as Karachi Cantonment remains as
an island in the City. Major merropolitan road networks and land uses
have 10 be linked across the Cantonment area.

The: Drigh Road Pakistan Air Force area. is now completely surrounded
by civilian urban development. A large area {about 700 acres) in the
northern part of the Drigh Read Cantonment is wholly unutilized.

Malir Cantonment is already very extensive and is greatly underutilized.
‘The proposed extension of this Cantonment toward the west would
adversely affect Scheme 33, which is the only major area for the expan-
sion of the city to the northeast.

The Mauripur defence area is blocking the westward expansion of the
City toward Hawkes Bay. The proposed expansion of Mauripur across’:
the Hub Chauki road in the Baldia area is highly undesirable as it would
pre-empt a large part of the the good residential area near 5.1.T.E, which
is a major employment centre.

Objective
The following objectives are recommendead for defence lands:

{a) To establish essential new defence areas in the Karachi
Metrapolitan Region in locations that are strategically secure and
Cont Fg 14
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Box # 2

Environmental Concerns

1. Among the violations of the law and
the building codes are the following:

Residential plots converted from
Cantonment Old Grant residen-
tiaf to commercial, and plot-ratio
increased from 1: 0.5 to 1. 6
(e.q., in KCB jurisdiction) with-
out a town-planning exercise,
including

Inviting and considering public
objections to conversion

Making provisions for enhanced
infrastructure famenities

2. The net result of such kind of illegal
over-construction of provision for

enhanced

infrastructure and

amenities, including:

L

Water, sewerage, electricity,
gas, garbage collection

Adequate roads and parking
facilities

Appropriate number of schools,
colleges, libraries, police sta-
tions, community buildings, gov-
ernment structures, etc

Parks, playgrounds and cpen
spaces are overcrowding, load-
shedding, over-flowing sewer-
age, traffic jams, parking chaos,
schools in residences, police
stations on green belts, offices
in bungalows, children playing
cricket on the roads, and similar
symptoms of a city in decay. 1

well serviced and that do not constitute hazards for the
civilian population.

(b) To convert the cantonments and defence lands in or
near existing and foreseeable urban areas in the
Region that are not essential for defence purposes to
normal urban uses.

The Programme for 1974-1985

It is essential to plan for a phased conversion of cantonments
and other defence lands to normal urban use.

The military areas have a very high potential land value in
urban use. Assuming only 50 percent of their total area to be
marketable and with conservative assumptions concerning
land values ¢(Pak Rs.[00 per square yard for Karachi
Cantonment and the Drigh Road PAF area and Pak Rs. 20 per
square yard for Masroor Air Base and Mallr Cantonment),
the total market value of Karachi Cantonment, the Drigh
Road PAF area, Masroor Air Base and Malir Cantonment
would be approximately Pak Rs. 294 crores.

A long-term plan should be established for converting the
major cantonments and other defence lands into, urban use.

Immediate Action

-

I Conversion of defence areas for urban use

To convert the cantonments and defence lands in or
near existing Collaboration should be initiated
between the defence authorities and the Master Plan
Department in planning the conversion of the Karachi
Cantonment area by 1985, (afready begun through the
working group established for the Jacob-Lines pro-
Jjeey); similar collaboration should be undertaken to
prepare for the conversion of Masroor Air Base and
the Drigh Road PAF area shortly after 1985. Included
in the latter is the designation of the right-of way for
the proposed extension of Rashid Minhas Road across
the Malir River into Korangi and the finalization of a
schedule for the construction of this extension.

2 Defence areas policy

A policy should be established to avoid creating major
new defence areas or extensions to existingareas in or
near existing or foreseable urban areas in the Region;
included in this should be a decision not to extend
Malir Cantonment or the area under the control of the
Karachi Cantonment Board. [J
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Urban growth without planning
Shehri-CBE identifies some critical issues related with the planning, management and

regulation of urban growth in Karachi and the role various agencies and authorities need to
play in promoting sustainable long term growth in the city

he issues of town-planning

I and building control are sepa-
rate, but inter-related. disci-
plines in the field management and

control of the urban built environ-
ment health and safety of the public,

Town-planning deals with the layout
and sub-division of raw land, classi-
fication of land-uses (residential,
Haisites, commercial, industrial,
amenity, etc), planning of the
size/bulks of buildings (through
plot-rarios/floor- I area-ratios
(FAR), height restrictions, building
Jootprints, etc), establishing popula-
tion densities in various sections,
planning the related utilities (elec-
tricity ,water, seweragu, efc),
amenities (schools, parks, play-
grounds, hospitals/clinics, police-
stations, theatres, etc) and infra-
structure (roads, traffic, parking,
garbage collection, etc).

When an area-development scheme
has been planned and notified in the
official gazzette, the town planning
conditions are codified in the form
of zoning regulations and land-grant
conditions. Plot-leases are issued on
the basis of such town-planning
fzoning/landgrant conditions.

Building control deals with the safe
and correct construction of various
types of structures/buildings, struc-
tural and fire-safety for occupancies,
licensing of related professionals,
procedures for buwilding plan
approval/supervision/completion,
etc.

All buildings have to be designed,
approved and constructed in accor-

dance with the applicable town-
planning/zoning regulations and the
lease conditions of the plot,

The technical protessionals dealing
with these two disciplines are dis-
tinct and separate: town-planning is
carried out by town-planners, and
building control is done by archi-
tects and engineers.

The statutory government bodies
dealing with these two disciplines
are also separate: town planning is
done by the Town Planning
Department of the Government of
Sindh and by the Master Plan Group
of OfTices of the CDGK, and build-
ing control is done by the KBCA
and Cantonment offices.

Some of the relevant town-plan-
ning/zoning laws and related
rules/regulations applicable in the
city of Karachi include the follow-

ing:

a) Sindh Town Planning Act, 1915
b) KDA Order No 5, 1957
¢} KDA Zoning Regulations 1972

d) Conditions of sale of land in
various quarters 1935

e} KMC Rules 1947.

Out of the above, the plot lease/land-
grant conditions of various land
lessors (Sindh Board of Revenue,
Karachi Development Authority,
Karachi Municipal Corporation,
Federal Government Societies, etc),
specifying, among other conditions,
a designated land use, a designated
number of floors on a designated
fraction of the plot, or a designated

(F4AR),
with designated compulsory open
spaces {COS)

plot-ratio/floor-area-ratio

The relevant building contral acts
and regulations that were and are
applicable in the city of Karachi
include the following:

a) Sindh Building  Control
Ordinance, 1979
b) Karachi Building & Town

Planning Regulations, 1979

¢) Karachi Building & Town
Planning Regulations, 2002

d} KMC Building Control Bye-
Laws 1975

e) KMC Building Rules 1933

There exists an anomaly in the fact
that the Regulations 1979 and the
Regulations 2002 (both of which
also contain town planning rules,
although the Regularions 2002 had
two parts: Part-{ for 'Building
Regulations' and Pari-1I for Town
Planning Regulations’) have been
notified under the Sindh Building
Control Ordinance 1979 ¢which is a
building control legislation, not a
town-planning legisla:‘ion).\
Interestingly, the earlier building
bye-laws did not contain any town
planning regulations.

The building bye-laws follow from
and implement the requirements of
the town-planning laws and land-
grant conditions.

It is patently obvious that the build-
ing bye-laws cannot over-ride,
supersede or contravene the town-
planning or land-grant/lease condi-
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tions of a plot in a sanctioned arcy
development scheme,

Such arbitrary superseding would
lead to chaes. in the buill environ-
ment, as the available utilities,
amenities and infrastructure would
become inadequate and would be
over-loaded. The Regulations 1979
Pare-If, Schedule-G, page 72;
clearly states:

The ploi ratio
shall he upplied
in  accordance
with the require-
ments of this sec-
tion and the use
zones defined In
Plot-raiio Plan.
provided that
provisions of plot
ralio do not con-
travene’ the pro-
visiony  of  the
fand grant condi-
tions of ithe ploi
and I such cases,
land grant condi-
tions shall prevail
unless otherwise
amended
(Emphasis added)

A similar provision was also includ-
ed in the draft of the Regulations
2002 that was finally approved by
the KDA Governing Body and sent
to the Government of Sindh. It
reads:

If and whenever these Regulations
contravene the provisions of the

inherent land grant conditions of

plot, as per Building & Town-
Planning  Regulations 2001 the
approval of building plan shall be in
wecordunce witl land grant condi-
tions of the plot

For reasons best known to them, the
Law Department eliminated this

No town-planning stud-
ies or exercise, as
required under applica-
ble laws, were undertak-
en before increasing the
bulks of buildings, nor,
have any enhanced pro-

utilities, amenities and
infrastructure in the
schemes. All of this is in
viclation of law.

clause in the final Regulaiions 2002
that was notified on 4-4-2002.
Ilowever, the principle enunciated
above holds true whether or not it is
s0 noted in the Regulations 2002,

Both the Regulations 1979 and
Regulations 2002 have specified
enhanced plot-ratios/floor-area-
ratios (F4R) that exceed the extent
of construction (bulk of the build-
ingys allowed by the original zoning

regulations/land-

various land
iessars. These regu-
lations have speci-

fied increased
building ,foot-
prints,  increased

heights/{toors,
reduced compulse-
ry open spaces, and
the like.

visions been made for

No o town-planning
studies or exercise,
as required under
applicable  laws,
were  underfaken
before increasing
the bulks of build-
ings, nor, have any enhanced provi-
sions heen made for utilitics, ameni-
ties and infrastructure in  the

schemes. All ol this is in violation of

law

Citizens objections to such ad hoc
building regulations that are in vio-
lation of town-planning schemes
were registered with the KBCA.
Additionally. a number of resolu-
tions were passed by the KBCA
Oversee  Committee  established
under Section 4-B of the SBCO
1479, reminding the KBCA that the
land-grant conditions take proce-
dence over the building regulations.

Interestingly enough, the appendices
to both the Regulations 1979 and

grant conditions of

ﬂ'

i

Regulations 2002 list the various
scheme plans mncorporating area
standards, and include  the
iease/tenure conditions in these lists
Thus, there exists much confusion
and contradiction in Regulations
2002.

Consequently, the KBCA is pro-
ceeding to violate the town plasning
and land-grant conditions of various
land-lessors, and is approving the
plans of buildings to a size far
greater, than that allowed under law
and to a size that is far greater than
the local environment can sustain.

This is happening in ail areas,
including the pre-Independence
Quarters of Karachi (Civil Lines,
Serai, Garden, Jamshed, Saddur,
Clifton, Old "Town, etci, in the
Federal Societies schemes (PECHS,
SMCHS, KCHS Union, ¢fc) and in

the KA Schemes
(Chifton/Kehkeshan,  Gulshan-e-
lghal, CGulistan-e-Jauhar,
Nazimabad, North  Nazimabad,

North Karachi eic)"

Such over-building and over-crowd-
ing, which the city fathers of pre-
Independence Karachi had the (ore-
sight to legislate against in the KMC
Rules 1947 wilt guickly destroy
whatever is left of this beleaguered
city of Karachi. As given in lhese
KMC Rules 1947, the Sindh govern-
ment in 1934 stated that:

Provided that whenever plots in any
development area are 10 be leased.
the Corporation will first sanction
the schemes for conservancy, water
pipes, lighting and roads and make
a programme of the same and gei it
sanctioned. (Emphasis added)

This point of view has been rein-
forced by the Supreme Court. [t has
been held that:
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schemes through arbitrary
funplanned  building regulations,
cannot be employed. We must not

deviation from the planned neighborhoods

| el il ndprrred s fr i <
SCReRTe Wil natrally resiir iy o Joise and air pollution
CEIEPOrT cnted TRt e te Loy

law aind order, security, crime

maed Lhaat

the Government or Authority is 1)

wnder ohligarion ta

Keep i view e quan

tum of water, electrici- sane and long-term

oy, gas and sewerage
lines,  streers  and
roads efc. available in
the locality involved
and efforts should be
made (o allow mini-
mum floors so that the
same wmay cause less

inconvenience  and
discomfort to  the
inhabitants  of the

locality involved,

The fundamental rig/it
to fife of the citizens,
as enshrined in
Articles 8, 9, 4, 23,
24 and 25 of the
Constitution, is being
violated in as much
the quality of the
inhabitants of the resi-
dential areas

Karachi
progressively worse
(in fact, miserable)
with:

a) deteriorating electricity and

and other social problems

We must take a

view of the issues

involved., Urban

renewal and re-
planning of
Karachi has

become critical for

the burgeoning
population of this
city. Before any

change or intensifi-

cation of land use

or modification of
notified area devel-
opment schemes is

undertaken, the.
corresponding

orinfrastructure, utili-
becoming ties and amenities
must be beefed up.

breakdown in municipal sei-

viees, e.g., gurbags col-
lection, repair of roads,
burning of refuse, etc.

These problems are
caused and exacerbated
by the illegal and
unplanned increase in
population densities in
the residential and
commercial argas of
Karachi, by the con-
struction of multi-
storeyed flats, shops,
offices, and commer-
cial establishments in
residential neighbor-
hoods, by the arbitrary
increase in the number
of housing units in a
planned scheme, by the
construction of illegal
muiti-storeys on plots
leased for residential
bungalows, and also by
blatant violation of
approved plans.

All of us are aware of
these problems and are

exposed to their adverse effects in

water supply due to unplanned

overloading ot the systems.

b) overflowing sewage on the

roads

¢) inadequate parks and playing
spaces for children

d) inadequate amenity/ communi-
ty/social facilities, like schools,
colleges, marriage halls, etc.

e) traffic jams and parking prob-

lems

f) commercial activity and shops
in formerly peaceful residential

the places we live, work and travel.

We must take a sane and long-term
view of the issues involved. Urban
renewal and re-planning of Karachi

has become critical for the burgeon-

ing population of this city. Before

any change or intensification of land

beefed up.

use or modification of notified area
development schemes is undertaken,
the. corresponding infrastructure,
utilities and amenities must be

Quick-fix fand unlawful) solutions,
like trying to modify town-planning

leave a beggared legacy tor our chil-
dren and future generations. O

A STEP IN THE
RIGHT DIRECTION!

he allegations, pointed out

by Shehri-CBE against
KBCA were taken up by our
Regional Bureau at Karachi
with the KBCA. Resultantly, on
pointation of Shehri-CBE, an
inguiry was initiated by KBCA
into two building projects of
Karachi namely Gem House &
Parsa Heaven. The officers
involved have been identified
by KBCA and a loss of Rs. 7.28
million to the Government has
been established A time of one
month was given to the officers
involved to either subscribe the
difference of payable amount or
recover or jointly pool the
payable amount or recover or
joinly pool the payable amount,
failing which action to the extent
or removal from service would
be imposed. KBCA has also
asked the concerned Builders
to deposit the outstanding bal-
ance amount of composition fee
in respect of the regularization
plans of the said buildings, fail-
ing which their regularization
would be cancelled & comple-
tion certificate withdrawn. The
Builders have filed suits in
Sindh  High Court against
KBCA's actien and the High
Court has stayed proceeding of
any coercive action by KBCA
against the builders KBCA is
presently proceeding against its
concerned officials for failure on
their part of comply with the
decision reached with them.

National Accountability
Bureau, Government of
Pakistan (December 2004)
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Karachi: A global city!

Noman Ahmed and Farlan Anwar write about the potentials and challenges that face Karachi
City us it positions itself amongst the leading cities of the world in the 21st century.

Planning for a Global City
Karachi

lobalization has brought about
many changes in the develop-
ment pattern in Karachi.

Few of them include over whelming
rise of nascent market economy doc-
torines; near coltapse of state subsi-
dies to vulnerable sections of hte
urban society; communication and
information revolution that has further
reinforced globalisation and complex
diversification of stakeholders affect-
ing urban development

Several opportunities and threats have
evolved in the process of making a
global city, Overall improvement in
the social and economic status of the
citizens, possibilities of beneifiting
from growth and develelopment in the
social and economic status of the citi-
zens; and approaching a sustainable
format of development are key oppot-
tunities

Threats comprise the potential social
injustice to vulnerable sections of the
society, loss of cultural and environ-
mental assets across econemic gains
and the complete domination of non-
local stakeholders in decision making

A rational planning approach to trans-
form Karachi into a sustainbale global
city shall evoive from consideration of
all the realities, opportunities and
threats in an objective manner.

This briet’ gives an overview of the
development issues that are vital for
consideration in an attempt to tran-
form Karachi into a viable global city.

Image of the city

e Karachi if portrayed as a notori-
ous hide out of terrorists.

e Foreigners usually consider it as
a high risk city

e Law and order conditions are
completely dismal.

® Authorities unconcerned to miti-
gate this matter

Social Structure

# [ully aware urban young genera-
tion (different from migranis and
their culture)

# Fast increasing nuclear families
due to young popuiation

# [ncreasing frustration due to
absence of adequate recreational
and culurat outlets.

Economic setup

= Informal sector provider of major
employment

# Land. real estate and property the
stable form ol investment

s Cash oriented / undocumented
ecocnomy on the rise

e Formal economy marginally
catering to the society.

Physical conditions

o Densification of the inner city
areas on the rise

o Linear growth pattern persisting -
illegal tand subdivisions continu-
ing without control - ribbon com-
mercialisation

e Several prime relocation projects
on the halt.

Infrastructure and services

e Water inappropriately managed,

distributed and produced

# Natrual creeks and storm drains
acting as city sewers - people
managing their own internal sys-
tems

o Recycling industry informally
supporting major chunk of urban
waste

e Informal sector arranges for the
public transport to a sizable

ex ™
Administrative setup

® Municipalities losing their man-
agement strenght - tutclage of
province intact

e Limited management capacity of
lower teirs

o Absence of representative deci-
sion making

¢ Civil administration relying an
high sounding high scale devel-
opment projects.

Karachi: Few Prominent Urban
Development Trends

Growth Pattern

® Sprawl along major arterial roads
and link roads

e Western and eastern siles major

locations of urban expansion

Squartter Settlemnt

#® Increasing in number

e Inner city squatters densifving

o Consolidating and attempting to
improve

e Pcople moving into squatlers
from planned areas that have
become slums




Infrastructure

Institutional capacities
shrinking (K WSB-SDGK and
KESC are clear examples)
People resorting to alternates
{own power generalion)
Transport service on a total
break down

Urban Administration

Not willing to accept ground
realities

Influenced by interest groups
Centrally  governed by
provincial and federal gov-
grnments

Lured by market forces -
commercialization policy of
major roads an example. O

- Noman Ahmed
Chairman, Deptt. of
Architecture & Planning,

NED Engineering University

actions to grapple
with globalization

Few immediate ]

Conscious increase in
the number and scale of
cultural events to dispel
images of terrorism.

Preparation of Karachi
Master Plan without any
further delay.

Creation of institutional
mechanism to streamline
the inputs of willing
stakeholders in develop-
ment work (business-
men, industrialisats
philanthropists and
maobilised interest
groups).

g’
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SOME PLANNING ISSUES WHERE
CONSENSUS BUILDING IS REQUIRED

Object

Status

Some options

Squatisr
gt rl-,:!'l'.ﬂ r.r
IKEtCm

alads

House mare than half of urban
dwellers

Multiplying {572 in number)
Government facks initiative to
contrel their expansions and
alternales

Evictions and bull dozing
Regularisation and upgrading
Re-locationand resettlement
Workable housing optians for
the low and middle income
groups

Major mar-
kets, whole
sale and

ware hous-
INg acitivity

Concentrated in inner city
areas and adjoing locations
No possibility of further expan-
sion despite pressing need
Confront chronic problems of
transportation, infrastructural
services and conflict wittun the
neighbourhoods

Concentrated relocation to peri-
urban areas {such as along
Super Highway)

Dispersal without planning to
allover the city

Parallei new development {with-
out consulting the existing
stakeholders)

City cenire
aaddar
and

Environs}

Workes as a transit camp
YWeak landuse and building
control

Break down of infracture
Cultural, recraationaland social
space dying out

Traffic management leading to
decongestion

Profecting existing open
spaces, parks and cultural
spaces

Upgrading infra-structure
Control on densification

Urban infra-
structure
(water &
sewgrage,
solid waste
power, {ele-
phone etc)

Unequal distribution leading to
shortages

Rampant breakdown

Very limited possibility of
axpansion

Heavy burden of faraign loans
Problemin revenue recovery

KWSB to become producer of
water. Distribution should be
unbundled and passed on to
town

CDGK t¢ deveiop, maintain and
upgrade existing drains/nullahs
Treatment facilities to be devel-
oped along existing conduits
KESC tfo adapt standard proce-
dures of regularisation, service
provisoina dn billing

Monitoring of large scale power
shefts

Open and standard policy of
infrastructure provision

Regulasat

on of ille-

Bk [}

More than 700 buildings await
decisions

Number of such structures ris-
ing - littte informaiton available
Pressure fromthe builders and
developers on the rise

Professional evaluation of all
such cases

Open standard palicy for all
such cases

Vigilance te stop the landuse
COonversions

M urban
plan -at
presan|

Most of the past plans never
acquired legal status

No pfanning law {o support
them

No urited planning agency for
the city

CDGK should create a unified
planning agency for Karachi
Sindh legislature to re-visit the
past propasals of planring iaws
Research based participatory
planning process should be ini-
tiated
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Globolization: Where
stands Karachi in this
debate

In its broadest =ense, the term
globalization, as it is understood
today, represents a greater integra-
tion and linkage of global financial
mechanisms, global trade and cul-

PP e o A
iriaiid: 5o S

S R £

In th
RER nLink

only o few examples PaKistan,

retlecting the more
visible aund tangible
forms of this phenom-
Enon

= il

g
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concerned about the spread of
global consumer culture and cul-
tural honogenization

Some development theorists have
argued that with the apparent ero-
sion of state power, the centres of
power from where are manipulated
the levers of authority, ascendancy
and control over the
globalization process
potential .. being increasingly

nnqa nf
I WFe

exists for the coun- based in a limited num-
try to play an active ber
ecnomic and politi- =7

cal role in the

of world cities
el as the global

cilies

Gobalization is not region. Karachi can ;i argued that global
new. but the present pe jdentified as the cities - where banks,

era has distinctive fea-
tures. Shrinking
space, shrinking time
and disappearing bor-
ders are linking peo-
ple’s  lives more
deeply, muore intense-
ly, more immediately

than ever before!
Borders are breaking such as
down in economic

policy - as multilateral
agreements and the
pressures of staying
competitive in global
markets constrain the
options for national
policy, and as multina-
tional corporations integrate their
operations globally.

Multinational corporations now
dwarf some governments in eco-
nomic power. However, many feel
that competitive markets may
guarantee efficiency but not neces-
sarily equity. Culture has alsa
become important cconomically
Today’s flow of culture and prod-
ucts is heavily weighted in one
direction - from rich countries to
poor. In the process, people are

city that can
emerge as a region-
al if not an interna-
tional global city.
However, as in the
case of South Asia
as a whole, issues

instability and
volatility, bad gov-
ernance, poverty,
technological back-
wardness stand in
the way.

corporate headquarters
and other command
functions and high
level producer - ser-
vices firms such as law
{irms and advertising
agencies oriented 1o
world markets are con-
centrated - have
emerpged as stralegic
sites in the world econ-
my. Thus more global
the economy becomes.
the higher the agglom-
eration of central func-
tions i relatively few
sites - the global cities.

political

However, critical to understanding
the dynamics of global cities is the
understanding that such cities
within themselves show high lev-
els of economic disparity. The
geography of centrality and mar-
ginality that in the past was seen in
terms ol the duality of highly
developed and less developed
countris, is now also evident with-
in developed countriesand special-
ly within their major cities.
However. the devalorised econom-
ic sectors are servicing the corpo-

b

TR

rate center of the economy
and hence are necessary to the
enter even though presented as
marginal,

It has now become quite evident
that the shift in urbanization will
be from the developed to the
developing world. The process of
globalization, as it has impacted
South Asia, reveals that there is a
clear desire on the part of South
Asian countries i the world to
become as active part of the glbal-
ization process.

At the same time, there is enough
data and facts to suggest that South
Asia has emerged by now as one of
the most poorly governed regions
in the world. Serious obstacles
such as poor governance, poverty,
and technological backwardness
will have to be surmounted belore
South Asia can [ind a place among
the global players of the world.

In the case of Pakistan, potential
exists for the country to play an
actlive ecnomic and political role in
the region. Karachi can be identi-
fied as the city that can emerge as
a regional if not an international
global city. However, as in the case
of Soulh Asia as a whale, issues
such as political instability and
volatility, bad governance, pover-
ty, technological backwardness
stand in the way.

Experience has shown that nations
are not always-volunteer partici-
pants in the globalization process.
Therefore, steps need o be taken
to prepare the nation for what
seems to be inevitable integration
in the globalization juggernaut. O

- Farhian Anwar,
Executive Member, Shehri-CBE
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Distinguishing Characteristics
of a Global City

/" Market place for specialized

'\\ products / financial innovations
e el O mia

N |
Ny |
; /' Major centre for international
investment / concentration
Important manufacturing centre N i aeelimuEHEnet
\\ international capital
’ '\H I
! // -.‘\ l
L |
r.\ "/4
" -
= _r,/'
Major transportation node K Large Population Size
N
| ]
74 N
& i
l‘\-___‘ z-/. |
Site for production of special r Point of destination for large
services / financial innovation S numbers of domestic and / or
. International Immigrants

7

X

L
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SElorIseUR ool WENTEE

SHEHR! invites the restdents of the city te share with ws, their concerns, on issues which
dre advepsely gfecting thely neighbowrhood s envivonment. Please weite to us, preferably
with o supporting photograph, so that efforts are made and sofutions sought - Ed,

CONVERSION MOST ILLEGAL!

(Construction of lllegal Commercial Building in
Residential Area on Plot No.3, Block-2, J.C.H.S))

e, the undersigned residents
of Jinnah Co-operative
Housing Society would like to

draw the kind attention of concerned
authorities towards a construction ille-

We, the residents of this society, once
again request necessary action not only
restricting its owner to stop any develop-
ment but also making necessary
arrangements for sealing / demolishing

gality and asked for immediate neces-
sary action.

We, the undersigned, are disappointed
as despite of our protests and com-

this illegal construction on the said plot.
We hope that the immediate due atten-
tion should be given te this matter and
also request the authorities to let us be
informed about any action taken by them

plaints,  work of commercial shops on
the Plot No. 3, Block 3, J.C.H.S. is still in
progress.

against the same, on this serious vio-
lence and breach of law. O

Muhammad Hanif

Rasheed Siddig
Muhammad Harcon Memon
Abdul Nasir

Muhammad Amir

Ashraf Darvesh through
attorney Mr. Am Anas

Mrs Bilquies Bano &
Muhammmad Anas

Muhammad Anaf

Muhammad Munif
S Rl R L Muhammaf Munaf
Muhammad Ahmer
Mrs. Bilguis Akhter

Abdul Rasheed

Muhammad Anas
Mrs. Bilguis Bano
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Revitalizing the Karachi Gircular Railway

As the government prepares to launch the revitalize Karachi Circular Railway from the 15th
of January 2005, Farhian Anwar urges the importance of giving due consideration to the
social and environmental ramifications of the project and preparing of adequate safeguards

and mitigation strategies.

ecent press reports suggest
that that a summary has
been placed before the

Federal Cabinet for final approval
regarding the revival of the Karachi
Circular Raitway (KCR).

This is a welcome news. However,
as importance is given
to the technical and
financial aspects of the

Issues like parking
space for buses/pri-

crossings are to be closed

Scatterd small and large scale
encroachments exist all along the
KCR corridor and at certain rail-
way station sites. Even though they
may nol hinder presently proposed
infrastructure development
schemes, they offer other
problems and concerns
which would need to be

project, it is of critical Vate ears,zoming considered and mitiga-

importance that

due for either accom- tion strategies developed,

consideration is accord- modating / regulat- 10 counter these con-

ed 1o the social and
environmental rimifac-
tions of the project and
adequute  safeguards
and mitigation strate-
adopted. This artj-
cle highlights some ol
the issues that merit
consideration.

gies

ing hawkers/ven-
dors, and other
medium to large
scale commercial
enterprises or lim-
iting or preventing
such activitics will

cerns. For example, there
is the issue of public

safety. It has been
observed that  regalnr
movement of people

takes place across the
fracks, which are-also gl
places wsed as dumping
sites for the garbuge gen-

have to be incorpo- crated in the surrounding

In the

plan presently being  mentation proce-

promoted, the existing

revitalization rated in the imple- areas and beyond. The

tracks would at the mini-
mum need to be secured

ures.
30 km KCR track will dunes and isolated to guarantee
be rehabilitated and improved. public safety during KCR opera-

Some railway stations will be relo-
cated, some closed, while a new
railway station will also be built
The facilities/utitity systems at the
railway stations will ke rehabilitat-
ed and improved. Associated infra-
structure such as footbridges, plat-
forms, fencing, signaling systems
will also be renovated/installed.
Since it is proposed to run trips of
KCR at 15 minutes inlervals, the
present level crossings are being
cansidered to become redundant, It
is therefore proposed to build under
passes and overheads, on the

sites of some of the exisling level
Crossings.

The remaing level

tion. This is particularly relevant in
view of the fact that the KCR ser-
vice is proposed to be run at 15-
minute intervals

The danger and potential for seri-
ous accidents and risks would ney-
ertheless remain, as jumping the
tence is considered only as a minor
inconvenience, Even in the urban-
ized sections of the city, fences on
road medians have not proven as 4
foolproot method of controlling
hazardous human movement and
steel fences have been known
to  be dislocated or simply
bypassed by pedestrians jumping

over them to cross roads.

In the typical 'kutchi abadis', chil-
dren are known Lo be left mostly
unattended during the day, which
increases the risks of accidents. It
would thereofore be appropriate
that consideration is made for a
phased removal and relocation/
resettlement programmme after prop-
er prioritization of unauthorised
settlements along the KCR corridor
and relevant railway station sites.

The proposed railway stations, par-
ticularly in the densely populated
localities like Nazimabad,
Liaquatabad and Gulshan-e-Igbal
are likely to attract much greater
movement and presence of people,
transport and small business enter-
prises in their immediate vicinity.
As bus routes are proposed to be
integrated with the KCR stations,
continued and heavy movement of
such transport will be directed
towards and from the railway sta-
ticns. Experience shows that amall

hawkers / vendors would immedi-
ately tempted to establish base in
the area.

Such activities if not properly
planned and regulated could
adversely impact the already

stressed sacial and environmental
status of the surrounding localities,
which are presently exhibiting evi-
dence of congestion, land use vio-
lation and environmental stress-
es. The localities of Nazimabad,
Liaquatabad, Gulshan, Lyari can be
cited to illustrate these concerns

issues like parking space for
buses/private cars, zoning for either
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accommaodating / regulating hawk-
ers/vendors, and other medium to
large scale commercial enterprises
or limiting or preventing such
activities will have to be incorpo-
rated in the implementation proce-
dures. In the absence of such provi-
sions, serious land use and zoning
violations  /encroachments are
expected to take place and multiply,
in addition to increased pollution
levels due to greater generation of
waste, higher noise levels and
enhanced levels of atmospheric pol-
lutants,

A terminal station is proposed to be
established  within  the city.
Construction/operation of a termi-
nal station would result in an
altered land use status for the area
with the accompanying changes in
its charectersitics and profile. The
availability of supprting infrastruc-
ture/utility  systems such  as
drainage facilities at the proposed
sites has to be carefully evaluated.
Public acceptability by local resi-
dents for a plan which is likely to
increase pollution load in the area,
lead to greater congestion, aesthetic
impairement and lowering of land
value, while offering nothing in
return like employment opportuni-
ties is highly unlikely.

The issue of unauthorised setle-
mentswithin the corridor of the
KCR would have to be tackled and
resolved, better sooner than later.
The corridor needs to be cleared
and secured for public safety rea-
sons and to ensure that future
expansion /extension in the KCR
network can be suitably accommo-
dated. it is therefore recommended
that priority ranking be identified
for removal of encroachments. A
phased removal process is suggest-
ed. The ranking may be based on
greater public safety risks, location
of encroachments (such as at a rail-
way slation site) and future short-
term/long-term expansion plans.

However, the removal of
entrochments has to be linked with
a proper and feasible resettlement
plan for which provision of sites for
resettlement have to be allocated
and developed prior to the initiation
of the removal process. The entire
removal/resertlements process has
to be carried out with transparenet
and meaningful involvement of the
atfected communities and citizen
groups to avoid the bad experiences
of past city projects.

Itis also suggested that the propos-
al of construcing certain underpass-
es at level crossing sites also be
feviews and reassessed in the light
of the expected problems related to
possible relocation of commercial /
human settiements and civic infra-
structure utilites. Other expected
impacts such as public safety con-
cerns, non-availability of vertical
height clearance for heavy vehicle
and disruption in other modes of
pedestrian movement also necessi-
tate detailed review of existing plan
and consideration of alternatives. In
this regard, a full blown EIA is also
recommended,

In this connection, it may also
prove useful to review the proposal
of running the KCR trips at |5-min-
utes infervals. It is uncertain
whether the present public move-
ment patterns and volume necessi-
tate such a busy schedule for the
KCR. Reduction in the number of
trips may also lead to the possibili-
ty of permanently closing certain
problematic level crossings, instead
of opting for costly and environ-
mentally suspect measures like con-
struction of underpasses and over-
heads. The atmospheric pollution
load in addition to very serious
noise pollution concerns arising
from a continuously running the
KCR service through residential /
commercial areas can be avoided
with a more realistic KCR opera-
tion schedule. It is therefore
recommended that this proposal

g’

[T

be reviews.

It is also suggested that further
optional uses of KCR need to be
taken into account to increase the
viability and effectiveness of the
project. In 1994, the then Karachi
Metropolitan Corporation (KMC)
had initiated a project namely the
Garbage Train Project, which pro-
posed the collection and transpora-
tion of city solid waste via the KCR
system, to a landfill site at Dhabeji
on the National Highway.

The mode of KCR for transporta-
tion of waste was proposed as
transporting waste by buses was
found to be a non-feasible option,
both financially and operationally.
This project, though terminated
after two months of operation, can
still be revived and integrated in the
KCR Revitalisation Plan.

The KCR network at certain places
like the Gilani Railway Station and
Manghopir Railway Station could
be used for linking with upcountry
movement through mainrail ser-
vice, as was the case in the past.
This would reduce the load at the
Karachi City and Karachi Cantt
railway Stations.

The KCR, in itself may not possess
the capacity of acting as the prime
mover of commuter traffic in
Karachi, Nonetheless, it has a
sound potential of linking up with
other modes of regular and mass
transit systems to provide sustain-
able, environment friendly, effi-
cient and affordable means of trans-
port for the citizens of Karachi.[J

Farfian Anwar is Executive
Member, Shehri-CBE and Editor
Sheliri Newsletter

Conrtesy: Daily DAWN
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Wast residents when faced with any eivic problent do not Know which persen or orgamization
to contact in order fa-xoive [hei ,rJh-'."*."r-'-’.' I this colyummn we invite the readirs to sfure their
warries with us and yeek our help, whick is always forthcoming - fi,
Q.  What should be the minimum number of mem- —
hers in a Citizen Community Board at the time of *
registration? e rl
Shahid Saleem, Gulshan-e-Igbal, Karachi
needs
A.  The minimum number of members is 25 I t
Q. Where does a Citizen Community Beard gels vo u n ee rs
eehigEel to work in its followi
Arshad Shah, Nazimabad, Karachi. _0 D lng
subcommittees
A Office of the Community Deveicpment
Department, City District Government Karachi. Legal
Q. How will the work of a Citizen Community Board Media & Outreach
get monitored? Anti-Pollution
Najeeb Mirza, Clifton, Karachi Parks & Recreation
A The work will get monitored it three levels Gun Free Society
Monitoring by CCB Conservation & Heritage
* Monitoring by Menitoring Commitiee of the ]
Councll Fund Raiser
= Monitoring by a concerned office dealing — — -
with CCB's. o —= =
QL -~

JOIN SHEHRI

To Create a Better Environment

SHEHRI Cilizens for a Better
Environmenl

206-G, Block 2, PECH S,
Karacni-75400 Pakistan

Tel / Fax 453-0646

If you wish to join
shehri please send
this card to

With a cross cheque of Rs. 1000/~ (Annual Membership Fee}
in the name of Shehri-CBE with passport size photograph

Mami

Tel (Off) - _ Tel (Res):

Address

Qccupation

-

Don’t forget to renew your

membership for 2004!
Join Shehri anci do your bit as a

good citizen to make this city a

' clean, healthy and environmentally

friendly place to live in!
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POLLUTION

Population and environment

The Ministry of Population Welfare, Government of Pakistan informs the citizens about the
critical linkage between population growth and environmental degradation

populatoin that is heavily depen-

dent on natural resources has
resulted in many environmental prob-
lems. Some of the most important of
such issues, which requires immediate
attention, include: Loss of agricultural
land due to water logging and salinity,
resulting from inefficient irrigation
practices; Damage to soil and fresh-
water resources due to the extensive
and uncontrolled use of fertilizers and

I| Pakistan, the rapid growih of a

in the shape of land pollution. Pak-
istan, on an average, generates 47,920
tonnes of solid waste daily. With no
disposal management or waste treat-
ment system in place, urban areas are
being polluted every day. By estima-
tion, 80 per cent of the solid waste in
Pakistan is disposed off by open
dumping.

Total emission of Carbon Dioxide in
the last decade has increased by 43 per
cant whereas per capita CO2
emission has increased by 12
per cent contrary to a decline of
2 per cent observed globally,
due to use of liquid fuels which
comprise more than half of the
overall CO2 emission in Pak-
istan, transporation being a
major source of increase. Latest
statistics reveal that the number
of motor cycles and motor cars
on road in Pakistan has

pesticides; Deforestation and range-
land degradation due to land clearing,
logging, fuel wood extraction and
livestock grazing, resulting in the
destruction of wildlife habitat, soil
erosion and sedimentation of lakes
and reserves; and contamination of the
freshwater resources and the degrada-
tion of coastal areas, including man-
grove forests.

With high population growth and
urbanization rates, per capita water
avialability has been reduced to 1,200
cubic meters from 5,650 cubic meters
in 1951 and rapidly approaching the
scracity level of 10,00 cubic meters.
Moreover, existing water resources
are under increasing threat by untreat-
ed municipal and industrial wastes
discharged in water sources and water
reservoirs. Another adverse impact is

increased almost three folds

only in the last decades. This has

been a major contributing factor in the

overall environmental degradation in

Pakistan by increasing road conges-

tion, CO2 emission and noise pollu-
tion levels.

While toxins are increasing, forests
are being depleted. Total natural
forests area in Pakistan is around 1.3
million hectors which has been
reduced by one-thired in the last
decade alone. Globally, this rate of
reduction was only 4 per cent. The
deforestation rate ranging from
0.2 per cent to 0.5 per cent annu-
ally in Pakistan is in fact the sec-
ond highest rate in the entire
world. The principal cause of
deforestation is the consumption
of fuel wood and timber and high
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Loss of biodiversity is another area of
concern for Pakistan which funda-
mentally is due to unsustainable high
rate of human population growth,
industrial wastes and poor manage-
ment of biological resources. Continu-
ing loss, fragmentation and degrada-
tion of natural habitats is another great
concern in Pakistan. Some of the
species are already extinct in Pakistan
and many are threatened.

A direct result of rapid population
growth is the pressure on energy
resources. More than half of the total
energy in Pakistan is consumed by
residential sector followed by the
industry and transporation sectors
which are growing rapidly. On the
other hand, Pakistan for its energy is
heavily dependent upon imported oil
and spends around 3 billion US dol-
lars annually on oil imports.

Although the legistative and regulato-
ry framework for environmental pro-
tection and conservation has been
developed to a large degree, major
steps towards implementation are still
required. Pakistan is already reaching
the disaster point in respect of envi-
ronmental degradation, pollution lev-
els and forest depletion. O

Courtesy: Ministry of Population
Welfare, Government of Pakistan
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population growth.







