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PARKS OF KARACHI - THERE IS LIGHT AT THE END OF THE
TUNNEL, BUT MAINTENANCE IS THE KEY SUCCESS FACTOR

e e |

Saleka Envar & Hawnera Fazal

All parks in Earachi, whose
land size is larger than 1 acre,
fall under the jurisdiction of
Karachi Metropolitan
Corporation (EMC). These
parks are held by EMC under
the Public Trust Doctrine, the
principle of which is that
certain natural resources are
prasarved for the benefit of the
general public and for future
penerations.

According to the KMC website
the department is responsibls
for 46 parks and an area of
H31.1B acres

Over the yeare KMC has not
maintained the parks and the
undeveloped parks have besn
encroached or lis in a state that
makes it unusable for the

public,

The Bagh Thn e Casim and
the Jehangir Kothari Park,
spread over 130 acres, at one
time was a show piece in
Karachi, however, today it is
in a dilapidated state. The
wall eurrounding the park is
crumbling, the lights are nomn-
functional and the grass locks
like it has been growing for
years. Hence, not only is the
park rezembling a garbage
dump but it has becoms a to-
go place for dnag addicts, The
park was first developed in
2007 and again in 2019, but

despite millions of rupess

being invested no one
bothered to maintain thepark.
There is a severe shortage of
staff and the ones who are
currently employed don't
show up. The director gensial
patks cites lack of funds
baing the key reasan for
undeveloped parks.

Spending millions of
taxpayers money to develop
a park and not maintain it is
a case of severe negligence
and downright wrong .

Misuse of Fower

Aladin Park, a 52 acre park
located in Gulshan-e-igbal,
was encroached by Aladin
Shopping Mall and Pavilion
End Club. In an order dated,
14.06.2021, authored by
Justice Gulzar Ahmed, the
court ordered “Aladin Park

condition as was originally
planned.” After several notices
by the Supreme Court to KNC
administrators for
mmplementing its order the park
was brought to its original
condition by KEMOC last yvear.
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However, in 8 mesting on 1%th
January 20243 of Trans Karachi,
Mr. Sharneel Memon, Minister
Mags Transit said that the KLMC
has hended aover a piece of
Aladdin Park land to the trans
Farachi for the constrction of
a bus depot and a bio gas plant,

The KMC has no authority to
give away a pisce of park land
to anyvbody, their jurisdiction is
confined to maintaining and
developing a park. Under KD&
order Rule 5 it is clearly
mentionead that there can be no
amenity to amenity transfer.

Making a bio gas plant, which
could cause explozion,
asphyxiation, dissasa, and
hydrogen sulphide poisoning,
near a park and in the middls
of an urbanised area
surrounded by children and
civiliangs could lead to serious
issues and 1t 15 legal.

The Solution is MAINTENANCE
EMC has time and again failed
to do its job in maintaivning the
parks resulting in loss of
millions of taxpayver money
spent to develop those parks.,
The parks of KEarachi are a
much needed respite for the
residents of the city who live
in oxygen starved, densely
populated and highly
urbanised cities. It is essential
that the government takes
actions to protect these parks.

A community/EMC
partnership is essential for
maintaining these parks, Civic
pense and community service
is essential.

Having =said all this, there is
light at the end of the tunmel!
aome good work has also been
dons
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Take the example of KIDNEY
HILL.

SHEHRI: CITIZENS FOR A
BETTER ENVIRONMENT
went to court and succesded
in getting most encroachments
removed from Eidney Hill, with
the result that today the park
is a thriving, beautiful urban
forest.

KMC has recently made a
beautful waterfall in the Kidney
Hill park as wall. (Pictures
follow)

Fidnay Hill Park

Eidnay Hill Park

Plans are also underway
to make a bird cage in
the park, in order to
breed and attract wild
hirds
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A number of citizens, through
their untiring efforts, have
collaborated with authorities
and made parke in their areas,

An example is the 17th Street
park in Bath Island. The park
had been vandalised and was
in a dilapidated state, as KMC
had withdrawn its guards and
gardeners for unknown
rEas0ns.

After a year of campaigning by

Saleka Enver, a regident of Bath
Island and member of Shehri,
with the help of a group of
students from prestigious
Karachi Universities, conductad
a study of the area
suwrroundings, requirement of
residents and Katchi Abadi.

It rasulted in a comprehansive
park report along with a8 park
layout, They presented their
raport to KMC authorities and
also gawve a copy of it to Mr.

SHEHRI-CBE

Najmi Alam, former UC Nagim
and a senior leader Pakistan
Peopla's Party.

Mr. Najmi Alam took the
initiative and decided to
rebuild the park, He got the
funds allocated for it and
successfully made the park.
It ia presently being
maintained by the Society’s
Managing Committes with
guidance from Balaka
Envear.

After it was developad
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Since the inauguration of
the park, the soclety
residents make full nse of
the park: starting from Fajr
when a number of residents
come for thelir morning walk

after prayers, and then in
the avening one can ses the
park full with children
playing around, ladies and
gents enjoying the breeze
and walking around the
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park in &8 s=safe
environment. The
guards are provided by
the government, but the
gardener’'s selary must

be paid by EMC.

Hefore; Mali (gardensr) room bafore the

park was redevaloped

Fruit trees and shady trees
have now started to grow
wall with the advent of spring
and warmer weather. Thare
isg also & small vegetable
patch. Work 1s on-gomg.

Ancther good park was
completed with the untiring
efforts of Mrs. Amra Javed
from Shehri, in EAEHS. It is
an established park and
frequented regularly by
rasidents

fo4

Women Park, KAECHE

After: Mali room after the park
wag redeveloped

Women Park, KAECHES
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Ancther good work dons by the
residents of Hali Boad, PECHS
by planting trees on the road
rmeacian. Boad medians ame very
important in the context of
today's dispansation. We have
global warming knocking at our
doorsteps with s destructive
forces across all paradigms.

Mr. Taha Saleem, Deputy
Commissioner Central, has
revamped all the parks under
hia jurisdiction and thay ara
being maintained too, This
Iuccess Etl:l!"!,."' proves that

Medians provide an
opportunity for road
beautification and landscaping
with many ornamentals and
other tree species being
plantad along the sarthen
pathway.

In addition to beautifyving the
s L
IR ¥ ot s
1

Hali Road, Block-2, PECHS

where there is a will there's
a way to get thinge done even
against all odds.

Parks are essential for
having 8 healthy
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environment, these plants will
also absorb carbon dioxide as
it iz released from wehicles, It
will help with cool shade in the
environment, thereby reducing
the urban heat island affact.

Trees along road medians are
a source of beauty and calm.,

.

community., The key to its
succege is having a good
and envircomentally
iriendly park, focusing on
1ta continuous
MAINTENANCE.
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Transgenders: MISUNDERSTOOD AND BULLIED

ROSS MAHTAMI

The transgander community in
Pakistan, has long been a
subject of discrimination and
prejudics. Thay face exclusion
on a regular basis. The
govarnmment has taken steps for
inclusion of transgender
community, however much
more 15 neseded to bring
transgendar community in the
mainstreant.

In a8 positive step, Transgendsr
comimunity was counted for
first time in last census held in
2017 in Pakistan. Supreme
Court had directad NMADREA to
introduce third gender in CNIC
cards. Pakistan has introduced
a landmark law Transgender
Persons (Protection of Righta)
Act in 2018, The salient
features of law are: It allows
self-perceived gender identity.
The law prohibite
discrimination, the law also
gives reference to grounds of
discrimination, for instancs,
unfair treatment in educaticnal
ingtitutions, employment,
healthoare, travel. to hold pullic
or private office. The law also
demands government to take
steps for welfare of transgender
community, inchiding ensuring
right to education, health,
inheritance, and all
fundamental rghts. Compelling
someacns to beg has also
become an offence as par the
Lavwy,

The law is federal law and
applicable to whole of Pakistan,
However, with reference to
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“Uilizing Conrornment Schomos o Economic Empovearment of Volnerahile

Groups " session with Transgendsr Community (2= July 2022, Hydsrabad)

cartain sections, Concerning
education, health, prisons, the
neesd is for legislation from
provincial assemblies as they
are provincial subjects after
183th Amendment,

Sindh Assembly recently,
became the first provincial
assembly in Pakistan to
regerve 0.5% job guota for
marginalized transgender
community through
amendment in Sindh Civil
Sarvants Act 1973, This means,
that when 200 seats will be
anncunced in any one position,
one seat will be reserved for
trans-community. However, in
otder to fully benefit from this
job quota, there is need to
promote awareness on
education for transgenders, so
that there are gualified
candidates, who can benefit
from it. The other provinces
should also follow suit and
reserve job guota for
transgenders.

The recent announcement of

Sindh govarnment to resarve
one seat in every local county,
in local government could mot
be materialized. If it vwould have
gone through, it would have
helped in introducing the voice
of transgender community in
local councila.

Sana Khan, a transgender
activist shared that, “when
government starts accepting
us the society will foellow the
game. Therefore, the onus of
responeibility is on our
government, it should draft
special policies to encourage
and mainstream transgender
commumnity,

First and foremost, it is
important to provide
opportunities to grow
financially. Transgender
community should not be
madeonly limited to dancing or
begging. The government can
promote our waelfare by
introducing loans for trans-
community to start small
businesses. With reference to



employment opportunities,
2indh government has
allocated guota but it should
be mentioned in all job
advertisements so that there is
awareness about it, within
governiment departments also,

Senior citizens from trans
community must be provided
with monthly stipend, their
inclusion in welfare
programmes like BEhsas ahould
be ensured and made
mandatory. Moreover, shaelter
hommes should ke developed in
major cities hke Earachi and
Hyderabad for trans
community ”,

Sana Fhan, when talldng about
issue of social exclusion, shared
that when she visitad NADRA
office, she was interastad and
curiens to find out mora about
her family trees, and to know
whether her brothers and
sisters exist. She said, like
herself many persons from
transgendsr community do not
knowr about their familiss. Tha
parants of transgender children

should not disown or reject
them. Recently, in Karachi
transgendesr community is
found working 1n different
cutlets in shopping malls. This
should be encouraged so that
they get emplovment
opportunities. Corporates
should also give representation
and sncourage transgender
community in jobs. Such
initiatives can also ba done as
a Corporate Social

Responsibility or (CSR).

It is also encouraging to note
that transgendsr commurty 15
also taking efforts to break the
stareotypeas. Sarah Gill is first
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transgender doctor in Pakistan
from Jinnah Medical and Dental
College, KEarachi. Nisha Bag is
first transgender lawver in
Pakistan, Kaml Sid is
transwoman model. Marvia
Malik is transgender
anchorperson. Sana Ehan is a
prominent transgender activist,
They all are source of
encouragement and motivation.

The society also needs to
change attitudes and trsat
them fairly and with respect.
The fundamental rights in the
constitution assure all Pakistani
citizens, edqual rights to live
their life with dignity. There
have been regular cases
reported of harassment and
discrimination towards
transgender community. There
should be zero tolerance in such
cages. It i high time that
Pakistani socisty should work
for weliare of this neglected
community. The state nust play
mle to protect and promote
rights of transgender
community, If trans-community
ie provided enabling
envircnment, they can alsc play
their part in development of
COUTTY
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Heavy Toll Of Development Frenzy On Karachi Coast

OO0NIB AZAM

©

In the rush to build some of Pakistan's most expensive real estate. our investigation reveals that
ecosystems and livelihoods are being demolished, and the risk of dizaster being heightenad

It's a bright and humid Aprl
day in Karachi, on the ave of
FRamadan, Muslim Ishaqg has
just returned to the jetty in
Ibrahim Hydemn after the day's
fishing and is tyitg up his boat,
He and his crew setoff at 4 am
from the small village in Eorangi
district on southern Pakistan's
coast, wherse most families

depend on fishing.

Inside Ishag’s roat, his catch
amounts to only abaut 70O
kilograms of jellyfish,

Despite having been at sea for
eight long bours, [shag and his
three crew members have not
been able to catch anything of
substance, and they are
frustrated. Worss, they say, this
has become the norm.

Bivars, creeks and streams rmn
through Korangi, and the
district ia prone to fiooding. For
all the difficulties of life here,
the fishers don't recall sattling
for jellyiish catches in the past,
Owver the last 15 yeara, they
hawve had to.

In the local market, jellyfish sell
for around 30 Pakistani rupees
per kilogram (about TISD 0.15),
Ishag says. In comparison, the
cheapest fish sell for at least
PKR 500 per kilegram (USD
2,30,

“A few decades back, fishers
wiotildn't even think of catching
jellyfish,"” Ishaq says. "It was
the most useless thing. Now
we don't have any other fish
available in this part of the sea,

In the rush to bulld some of Pakistan's most expensive real estate, our
Inwestigation reveals that ecosystems and Hveliloods are being demolizhead,
and the risk of disastar being haightosed

But thankfully some demand
for jellyfish has sprung up from
China."

In the past 40 years, as Karachi
has urbanised rapidly, a huge
area of ite coast has been
developed. In the 1980s fishers
tell The Third Pole, they first
noticed that sections of the
coastline weare baing filled in
with rocks, pebbles and sand,
reclaiming land from the sea to
enable the construction of
ey housing, golf resorts and
gntertainment vanues.

Cne of the most affected places
is Gizri Creek, a tidal estuary
that was once part of a unicue
weaetland ecosyvstem of
mangrove forests around
Karachi. In 1986, this water
channel covered nearly 14
sruare kilometras, [hrahim Zia,
senior research officer at
Pakistan's Naticnal [nstitute of

Oesanography, tells The Third
Fole. Zia calculates this has
shirunk to 11 sgq kn. This means
that the equivalent of more than
B0 football fields has been
taken from the waterway to
enable construction work by
the Defence Housing Authority
(DHA), a real estate devalopear

The neighbourhoods built by
the DHA in Karachi are now
the most expensive places to
live in Pakistan's largest and
most expensive city. The
ongoing development frenzy is
not culy impacting marine
acaosystems and lacal
livelihoods, but also
contributes to monscon
flocding, puts the city's
rasidents at risk of sea level
rize and is altering the
distribution of sediment along
this section of the Karachi
coastline.

(E]
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FORTY YEARS OF LAND
RECLAMATION

In 1980, Muhammad Zia-ul-
Hag, who at the time was
ruling Pakistan as a military
dictator, passed a presidential
order to create the DHA across

an area sprawling over more
than 50 sguare kilometres in
Earachi. The DHA was also
givan powers of master

planmning.

The DHA development was not
the subject of widespread
concern until it started
construction work on Phase 8
in 2007, This development,
sprawling over a roughly 20 g
km ares of land bounded by the
Arabian Sea and Gizri Creelk,
wag originally not part of the
DHA's masterplan, as

conetruction was complicated
by the coastal marshland
terrain,

Phase 8 encompasses multiple
projects in varying stages of
construction. While roads, a
cinema, hospitals, schools,

R ol T T e agiea &
‘ﬂ-:_-—. = K'IP S i

‘ Bundal
Island

The huge srea covered by the DHA's Phase § development, bounded by Gl Creek and
the Arabian Sea Graphic: The Third Pole

clubs and wedding halls have
bean built, a large area of land
is gtill l¥ing vacant.

Much of the current
construction is taking place on
raclaimed land noght at the edge
of the Arabian Sea and Gizrl
Creak This includes two gatad
high-rise developments, Emaar
Pakistan and HMR Waterfront,

£33k

. o Phitti

JULY - DECEMBER 2022

construction of which started
in 2008, as well as the sixth
gection of the DHA's Phase 8 -
another residential

development called EB.

Emaar Pakistan, a subsidiary
af the Dubai-based real estate

A

A
-+ q *_

Karachi < &

Korangi Creek

Buddo

Cireek Isiand

development company Emaar
Properties, covers over 30
hectares, while HMR
Waterfront (part of
conglomerate HME Group)
covers more than 13
hectares Using Google Earth,
The Third Pole estimates that
the total reclaimead araa under
Fhase 8, from (Gizr Creelk to EG,
iz around 6.3 sq km.

15% Fall in mangrove cover in Gizri Creek between
2000 and 2022, according to estimates from Pakistan's
National Institute of Oceanography
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DEVELOPMENT
DEVASTATES ECOLOGY OF
GIZRI CREEK

In the 19705 and 80s, fisher
Muzslim Ishag says, Gizri
Creek was teeming with fish.

Eack then, thousands of
mangroves grew in the
watarways of Korangi district,

man zould not pass through
them".

Ishag, who has been fishing
gince 1975, says that fishers
uzed to get a good catch just
two lklometres from [hrahim
Hyderi village. After twao
hours of fishing inside the
creak they weould bring back
at least 150 kilograms of
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Now, Ishag says, aven out at
gea "we hardly catch eight to
10 kilograms of prawns... if
luck favours us”.

Samina EKidwai, director-
general at Pakistan's National
Institute of Oceanography
(NIO), studied Gizri Creek for
her PhDD. She says that by 2002

These trees, with their
complex root systems, wele
nurseries for fish and prawns,

Abdul Majeed Motand, former
prasident of civil sociaty
organisation Pakistan
Fisherfolk Forum (PFF), fished
in thesa waters for over 50
yvears, He recalls how the
mangroves around what is
nowe the DHA's Phase 8 "wera
soc dense that even a single

Mangrove swamps on the aedge of Xatachi in 1897 (Imags; Mikse Goldwatar / Alamy]

Prawns,

As more land was reclaimed
for development mangroves
were cut down, destabilising
the delicate ecosystems they
gsustained. The area of
reclaimed land from the creek
iz now a sea of concrate,
wedding halls, clubs and
hotals, and the development
work shows no sign of
stopping.

oxvgen levals in the waterway
were already very low and
there was almost no marins
life left. She gave two reasons
for this: the pressnce of
sewage and loss of
mangroves. Ibrahim Zia, the
NIO researcher, seays that
ramota sansing data shows a
15% fall in mangrove cover in
izri Creek batween 2000 and
2022 - from about 260 hectares
to 220,

o]
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High-rise buildings being built on reclaimed land in Earachi
will look out on the Arakian e T FRt T B

inthen compléte. (Tmage! Qonib Azam / The Third Pale)

In April 212 The

Ishag blames the military
housing authorties, the DHA
and Cantonment Board Clifton,
for "all the mess" in the creeks
and the sea, referring to both
pollution and eceological
disturbance created by land
reclamation.

Gentrification Ezxzcludes
Fishers From Waterways

A massive chunks of coastal
land have been reclaimed. rapid
gentrification has followed, As
part of this process, since the
mid-1980s fishers have been
deniad access to Giznl Creak
and several parts of the sea.

Flowing parallsl to Gizrl Crealk
iz the Korangi Creek. Today,
fishers are only allowed tousa
the Eorangl Creek - and even
then they are surveilled by the
nearby Pakistan Alr Force Base
and Airmean Golf Course Chalet,
The fishers allege they are
humitiated and punished if they
go inside Gizrl Creek, near
Bundal [sland or the Emaar
Pakistan and HME Waterfront
projects. 'If by mistake we end
up being near |...] the security
guards confiscate our boats,
They force us into a semi-
Bguatting posture as a
punishment,” says one fizher
The beach for the Emaar
Pakistan development for

[12]

example, is heavily guarded.
This is despite the fact that in
2007 the Sindh High Court
restricted the DHA from any
kind of development over the
beach that restricts public
access, stating that the beach
is a "public trust”,

Before the formation of the
IDHA, there was an ancient
fishing village called Gizri
Village. Abdul Majeed Motani
of the Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum
{FFF] saye that thiz village usad
to be home to at least 800
families and thousands of
fishars. Now, he says, only 50-
60 families and 100 fishersa
remain. The massive land
reclamation and construction
around the willage led to
communities moving or being

eclaimed from CGizn Cresk for the
DH&'s Phase 8 {Image: Donib Azam / The Third Pola)

A jetiy in awedding hall next to Marina Club, Manna Clob was once the site
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displaced.

Eetore the development work
ramped up, the fishers of this
village had a small jetty. “That
is now Marina Club where the
rich enjoy, and we ars denied
entry,” Motani says.

Afrar 1985, when they weara
barred from Gizri Creek, the
fishers protested against the
DHA with the support of the
PFF. Eventually the DHA
agreed to build a jetty near
Marina Chub where the fishers
could keep their boats and
continua their livalihoods.

To date, no jetty has been
constructed by the DHA and
fishers are still barred from Gizn
Cresk.

ol an anclent Rahing village and = now 8 club for Kerachi's elite spresd over
maora than § hoctares of reclaimed Land. [[mage: Oonib Azam [ Tho Thicd Pala|
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Land Reclamation Exposes
KEarachi To Dizasters

To minimisa risks to lifs and
damage to property in coastal
regions, city planners
recommend that developers
leave a buffer zone betwesn the
urban and mnatural
BOVironments,

Thea original mastarplan for the
DHA development from 1875,
which The Third Pole has seen,
does include a soastal buffer
zone, with a roughly 40-metre-
wide road, footpath and
pxpanse of beach betwean
properties and the sea. In this
plan, the DHA devalopmeant
finishes at Muslim Commercial
Area, at the end of Sea View
beach.

But Fhage B, which bagins at
Muslim Commercial Area, has
gone far beyvond the original
plan: the Emaar Pakistan and
HMH Waterfront developments
are roughly 8 metres at most
from the shoreline.

“The biggest problem of the
DHA masterplan is that they
change it on thedr whims," says
architect and heritage
enthusiast Marvi Mazhar, who
has written a report on land
raclamation around Karachi's
coastline,

The DHA's waterfront projects,
she says, which are built on soft
ground, are a rupture from its
criginal masterplan.

In October 2021, the Sindh High
Court issued a stay order to the
DHA, barring it further land
reclamation. It also restrained
the DHA from “granting any
reclaimed land to anyona, or
creating any third-party interest
on these lands or properties
built thereon, or changing such

lands’ use”, The DHA is
additionally barred from using
such lands for any commercial
purposs, “as wall as for holding
any functions, including
marriage or social functions"”.

Thiz means there cannot be any
gale of property within the
DHA's Phase VIII development.,

Heowrewer, whean The Third Pola
visited the Emaar Pakistan
gated housing project in April,
astate agents were not only
selling apartments but also said
they can finalise any deal within
just two weeks, According to
ofe astate agent, 33 buildings
ara being built under the
project, of which seven have
been completed and are
partially cccupied. The Third
Pole also wisited several
wedding halls, which wera
continuing to ent out space for
waddings and functions.

A gimulation exemise organised
by the United Nations and
officials in Karachi in September
2014 found that a tsunami couald
"wipe out” the city. With entire
housing colonies built on
reclaimed land, such an event
could be a humanitarian
disaster in the city of more than
16 millicn people.

Im light of this, architect Mazhar
gtresses the need for coastal
buffer zones, which she says
can save lves and property from
cyclones or the huge waves
from a teunami. Only dense
mangroves can reduce such
impacts, she emphasises,

Currently, more than 80,000
families live in DHA residential
developments m Karachi, With
Phaze 8 due to be the largest
phase, tene of thousands of
families living in the new
neighbourhoods will be at risk
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if a digaster like a tsunami does
happen.

Against such an avent, a
seavall has hean huilt for the
DHA Phase 8's waterfront
projects. Tarig Alexander
(aiser, an architect and
envirommentalist who has spent
decades documenting changes
to Karachi's creaks, says that
such constructions cannot
withstand a substantial wawve,
“The wave will hurl the wall up
in the air and will break it " he
SHYS.

Another disaster that has been
heightened over the past 40
years is flooding. The Korangi
and Gizri creeks are the final
points of the Indus delta. The
Malir Biver, a distributary of the
Indus, flows into the creeks. In
the past, Oaizer recalls, during
heavy rainfall in Karachi the
Tloodplain of the Malir River
|wrould haecoma| wisibly wids
and it used to get filled during
massive rainfalls in the city"
Now, dus to development and
land reclamation, he says the
creeks have been narrowed,
TDevelopments took place at the
expense of foodplains.”

Thiz shrinking of the floodplain
means that water cannot flow
through the channels and out
to sea, instead sntering the city
and causing flash floods, At the
time of publication, Earachi was
gtill resling from damage
caused by floods triggered by
this vear's monecon raing. In
2020, dozens of people died in
the floods, with bhuge damaga
to infrastructure.

“There's a significant time lag
in water drainage dus to the
narrowing of thess channals,
because of which the city gets
chocked for at least six to seven
hours ™ Oaiser axplains.

i3]
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Waterways Are Less

Nawvigable Now

Reclaiming large amounts of
land from the zea has also
altered the distroibution of
sadiment along the Karachi
coastlineg - a process called

longshore drift.

According to Oaiser, in
Karachl water currents
move from  west to east,
traditionally depositing at
sea View beach - just before
FPhase B starts. But this pattern
has changed, as land
reclamation has changed water
flowes,

“I have obssrved extra sand
depogition on the southweast
gide of Bundal Tsland which is
somea 25 kilometres from

Eorangi Creek,” says Qalser.

Ag the shape of Bundal Island
changes, fishers say their boats
are getting stuck more often

during low tide near Korangi
Creek,

Agif Inam, former director-
general of the National Institute
of Ooceanography, tella The
Third Pole that environmental
impact assessments (ELAs) are
not conducted objectively.
Becauss of this, he says 1t is
difficult to ascertain the axact
damage caused by land
raclamation.

But gome immediate impacts
can be measuraed. To ensure
that container ships can move
through Fhitti Creek, sast of
Chzn Creek, dredoing now has
to be undertaken by the Port
Cagim Autheority (POA), This

woark comes with a financial
cost, Qaiger points out,
Shahid Hafesez, POA's
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ElAs: Emaar Pakistan and
HMR Waterfront
Luxury waterfront
development Emaar Pakistan
does mnot have an
environment impact
assesament. An EIA does
exist for HME Waterfront,
according to the provincial
environmental watchdog,
Sindh Environmmental
Protection Agency (SEPA).

director of channel dredging,
tells The Third Pole that 5
million cubic metres of sand,
mud, clay and slit is dredged
evary vear from Phittl Creek.
He was unable to comment
on if land reclamation had
changed the distribution of
sediment, adding that
hydrmological experts need to
gather data and carry out
huge studies, which the POA
does not have the budget
for.

Legal Challenge Against The
Dha's Land Beclamation

In recent years, momentum has
beon building as legal action
mounts against land
reclamation in Karachi,

In its October 2021 order
againet the DHA's land
reclamations, the Sindh High
Court referred to reports that
the housing authority "had
oecupied 117 acres of land in
Phase 8 illegally and it had

reclaimed ower 300 acres”,

500 Football Fields

The equivalent area of land
that has been reclaimed from
Gizri Creek, according to
estimates fiom Pakistan's
Mational Institute of

Oceanography.
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Last year, six DHA rezidents
filed a petition in the SHC
against the housing authority
for cutting mangroves and
reciaiming land. Their petition
linked severe flooding in 2020
within DHA developments to
llegal land reclamation and the
narrowing of the area’s water
channeals.

According te Mubammad
Wajid, an advocate for the
rasidents, Gizri Creek's
reclaimed land and all real
estate projects being
constructad on it balong to Port
Casim Authonty (POA, which
was established before the
DHA). In 2020, former minister
for maritime affairs All Zaidl
tweeted a picture of PQA's
Jurisdiction. It showed that all
of the DHA's Phase B falls under
POA's administrative control,

Legally, land belonging to the
port can be used for no purpose
othar than that of the port, says
Zubair Abro, an advocate with
expertise in environment-
ralated cases. This was
astablished during a previocus
Supreme Court case against
the Karachi Port Trust.

The DHA, Wajid says, therefore
has no legal right to lease
weadding halls and residential
and commercial projects that

fall within the POA's
Jurischiction
At least Bve wedding halls have

bean constructed inside the
creek an reclaimed land, The
DHA's onginal masterplan has
no mention of these sprawling
venues (one covers more than
2 hectaras), and Abro stressas
that the DHA has no legal right
to Iease reclaimed land for
commercial purposes.
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In the petition to the SHC, Wajid
contended that no approvals
ware given, no process for
converting the land was
granted permission; the public
were given no opportunity to
object; and no cccupant of the
project obtained any
permission from the provincial
environment watchdog, the
Sindh Environmental Protection

Agency (SEPA).

SEPA, in a response submitted
to the SHC seen by The Third
Pole, stated that none of the
wadding halls, marquess, clubs
or Emaar Pakistan have
obtainad the agency’s approval,

For now, the residents’ case is
panding. Spealdng on condition
of anonymity, a person with
knowledge of the case told The
Third Pole that the plaintifts are
planming to file a contempt case
against the DHA and Emaar for
violating the S8HC's October
2021 arder.

As the legal battles ramble on,
to this day the DHA's rampant
devalopment and land
reclamation continues, and the
chance to mitigate a climate
change-fuslled humanitarian
disaster on the Earachi coast
dwindles.

Abdul Majeed Motani, who has
fished in these waters for over
KD wears, reflectz on the
decades he has experienced of
the DHA's development.
‘There's no future for us in
fishing," he says, adding that
his children have opted for
different professions.

The Third Fole made repaatad
attempts to contact the DHA's
director of marketing and public
relations officer, who declined
to comment,

The Third Pole also repaatadly
approached Emaar Pakistan's
marketing lead, but had not
recaived a responss at the times
of publication. This article will
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A wadding hall being buili in Gizgri Creelk on reclaimed land [Imags:
Conib Azam / The Third Pole

be updated if comments from
tha DHA and Emaar ars
Teoeived,

HME Group's chair Haji
Muhammad Rafiq Pardesi told

EA is the sixth sectien of the DHA's Phase & (lnage: Oondb

P i :'... -

Azam | Thia Third Pobe}
The Third Pole that along
with approval from SEPA,
HMRE has an allotment and
masterplan approval letter

from the DHA and lease
izsued by the POA

This artioks e oewn ally pabiehied oo The Teid Po

15]
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Rehabilitation

Arif Hasan (Senior Architect/Town Planner)

In 2018, on the basis of a
judgment passed by the
Supreme Court of Pakistan,
according to some estimates,
7,000 hawkers were removed
from the streets of Karachi.
They lost their source of
incoma. As a rasult of this, their
children could not go to echoal,
many wers turned out of their
homes as they could not pay
their rent, and still others lost
their decades-old business
elaticns.

The state had promised them
alternatives to what they had
lost, bt such alternatives never
materialised. lmporters of
various items, from within
Pakistan and abroad,
manufacturers of the goods
they sold, and the supply chain
of these matenals were badly
fracturad. Billiona of rupass in
business and trade ceased 1o
ke, and Karachi's formal and
informal economy suffered

in 2018, 1,100 homaes
accommodating mere than
10,000 perscns were bulldozed
along the ciroular railway track
Till this day, the residents are
living on the rubble of their
homes without a proper toilst
and cooking facilities. Again,
their children cannot go to
school In May 2020, more than
a year after their demolition,
the Suprems Court ordered that
within a year, they should be
rehabilitated in a decent
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manner with all infrastructure
facilities. To date, that order
has not even begun to be
implemented

Then 7,500 families were
avicted as a result of
demolitions of the Gujjar,
Orangi and Mahmoodabad
mullahs so that Karachi may oot
flood. But it still floods. In
September, at a gathering at
the EDA Chowrangi MNorth
MNazimabad, Bilawal Bhutto-
Zardari promised that the
government will provide
alternative homes to the
affected persons. The Sindh
chief minister repeated the
same thing two or three times,

Alternatives for the uprooted
and evicted have npot
materialised,

In the 2020-21 budget, Ra2
billion were allocated for
rehabilitation. However, no
rehabilitation has taken place
and the victims are forced to
live in open spaces between
their homes or with their
neighbours. In the 2022-23
budget, the rehabilltation
allocation has increased to
Rs. 9bn.

More recently, residents of
MMujahid Colony who have lived
i the area, many of them since
1847, have had their homes
hulldozed. This is because they
are considersd encroachers.

Thirteen of Mujahid Colony's
28 acres have received leases
from the Sindh Eatchi Abadi
Authority, The demolitions in
the colony were carried out in
an extremely brutal manner,
which included the caning of
women demonstrators and the
manhandling of young girls by
a male police force. No action
has been taken so far since this
brutality, and no promise has
been made of compensation or
relocation

In the process of thesa
evictions, more than 17,000
households in Earachi have
been made homeless, and the
only option they are left with
is to shift to a new katchl abxadi
or bacome renters. In addition,
about 40,000 students have lost
the possibility of continuing
with their education.

The government wishes to
provide homes and education
to its citizens, It also complains
of not having enough finances
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to do this but, at the same time,
it promotes homelessness and
illiteracy as a result of its
demolition policies.

I have constantly argued for
providing rehabilitation to
those who are bulldozed.
Land, water, transpott and a
loan for building is what is
required, and the people will
build their own homes. This
iz how a katchi abadi is built,
and this is what my friend
Tasneem Siddigui attempted
through government
patronage in his incremeantal
houging scheme, Khuda ki
Bagti. [t's a simple process
and it can be easily followed
for rehabilitation of the
gvicteas.

However, there is good news,
In a document of the Sindh
Water and Agriculture

Transformation Project
(EWATP), a social and
resettlement managenent plan
has been deweloped for the
1,246 households that have
been a victim of the Akram Wah
canal displacements in the
districts of Hyderabad, Tando
Muhammad Khan and Badin
An anti-encroachment drive
was carred out there on the
orders of the Supreme Court
and the Sindh High Court,

The doocument shows that the
World Bank has obtained
money from SIDA and the
government is providing full
relief and compensation to all
those who were in the canal's
rigght of way. Hance, the bank
has agreed to work on the
canal, adopting an approach
at variance with the one
adopted for the Karachi
nullahs, where the
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government did mnot
compensate the affectees and
the World Bank refused to
suppott the rehabilitation of
the anti-encreachment drive
victims,

The SWATP document
establishes a good practice and
one must support it. Howevaer,
it is difficult to understand how
the World Bank and the
government of Sindh have
double standards - one for
Akram Wah, and the other for
the mullahs and katchi abadis
of Karachi.

It is imperative that all
evictions, except where fraud
iz evident, should be duly
compensataed as per the anti-
encroachment drive that was
carried out at Akram Wah on
the orders of the Supreme Court
of Pakiztan.

[hscussion session with membars of civil secioty and devaloprmant actihvists o e the draft Sirdh Behabidlitatson and
Basettlament Policy 3022 (Haeld at NCHRE office, Karacht om 22-02-2023)

7]
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WL KaracHr's PNk Bus FINALLY BREAK THE GLASS

CEILING OR CRASH INTO IT YET AGAIN?
Thiz isn't Pakistan's first attempt at a women-only bus service, Will it be different this time?

HAWWA FAZAL

[t iz nearing rsh hour along the
Wall Strest of Pakistan, better
knowm as [1 Chundrigar Road. The
traffic is a mix of pedestrians, cycles,
motorcyecles, rickety rickshaws,
shiny cars, an odd donkey cart and
a v buses, all trying to enaks their
way past each other,

Tapping her feet on the walkway
putside the Burns Garden, Saiga
Aczlam waits patiently. "It should
be here any minute now,” saya the
aB-year-cld.

After several minutes of honbdng
and abrupt braking, a bright pink
bue pulls up next to her extended
ar. It has breathing space, empty
seats and it 15 only for women - a
rather unfamiliar sight in Karachi.

Aslam rushes to the door, which
glidas open to welcoms her, the ool
air from the AC drowning out the
chaos of Il Chundrigar RKead. She
graba the green-coloured windowr
gaat at the back. glancing cver anto
the road, where a throng of men are
tryimgy o et onto a red bus - part
of the Peopla's Bus Service,

Both the red and pink buses are
part of the Sindh government's
racantly launched Peoples Intra
District Bue Service project,
compriging of 240 buses that will
Lransport passengers Across
Karachi,

"It ie the frst time | am travalling
completely alone ... it fesls so
freeing," says Aslam, who is
currently training to be a chel, She
travels daily from Model Coleny to
[1 Chundrigar Road to attend
training sessions at the Pear]
Continental hotel. Previcusly, har
father would accompany her on the
commute to and from the hotel
using the Fecple's Bua Bervice,
which was launched a few weeks
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prior to the pink bus,

“The red bus was good, but a bus
oocupied only by women gives me
a sense of safety,” says Aslam.

Safety 18 one factor that has stopped
many like Aslam from chasing their
dreams in the past. The idea of
traveling in packed buses,
struggling for space in the limited
enclosure designated for womsen
and having to bear anide comments
from ogling men seems to have put
off thousands of voung women ffom
seeking employment cutside the
aamctoary of their homes. In fact,
wien hardly make up 20 per cent
of the warkiorce in Pakistan, despite
making up half of the country's

population.

"Finding a place to sit inside the
six-seal women's compartment mn
the minibus was seldom possible,”
says Zulekha Abdul Majeed, 80, a
domeatic worker. She ie referring
te the colourful buses that have
been EKarachi's primary mode of
public transport for asons past.
“Ewven if 1 did find space, the seat
coyers ware often torn and throuch
those spaces, the men tried to reach
through to touch, "she adds.

The lack of mokility not only
hindered women's esconomic
activities but also [imited their
sootal lives. “If [ had the cholcs, [
werald newer use the minibas, 1 don's
let my daughter get a job for the
same reason. We get by on my
salary - we don't nead anymors,”
says Majead,

These maobility woes finally saw
soma redressal on Febneary 1, when
the Sindh gowarnment laumsched the
‘Paople’s Pink Bus Service for
Women'.

The inauguration cersmony &t Frere

Hall was attendsd by the who's
who smong women im the
government, entertainment, and
corporate sectors. All hailed the
praject as a groundbreaking move
tovwards making Karachi accessible

for wromen.

Chronicles of the pink bus across
Pakistan

This iz not, howrever, Paldstan's first
atiempt at setling up & dedicated
bus service for women. Most have
failed.

In 2004, Karachi got its first female-
caly bus initiative, comprising two
buses that plied on different routes
across the city. The project was
clesed down shortly after its
imELguration,

Dr. Noman Ahmed, Dean of
Architacturs and Urkan Planning
at NED Univeraity, recalls that
“the femals-only bus initiative in
2004 failed because of two
reasons primarily: low frequency
and miesed timeline.” He went
on to explain that the buses wers
not available at peak hours - the
time they are intended for, The
women were often left waiting
for long hours, which created a
disconnect and eventually led 1o
the closure of the operations.

In 2012, a local bus company in
Lahore launched a famale-only bus
gervice. A public-private
partnership venture comprising
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three buses, this echeme too shut
dowr after a shott run of two years,
“The venture was not commercially
viable, henecs when the govesnment
pulled back funding, the company
halted ita cperations,” explains
Lahore-based journalist, Shiraz
Hasnat.

Similarly, the Sakura Womesn-COnly
Bus Sarvice was launchad in
Ahbottabad and Mardan in 2019 by
the EF government. The project was
funded by the Japaness
government and facilitated by the
United Nations Office for Project
Services (UNOPE) and TN Women
Pakistan. It only lasted a yaar.

"The main reason behind the failure
of this project was contract
violaticns,”™ says Sadaf Eamil who
Wias FeIving af communications
pificer at UNOPS at the time.
"Oparators did not run the buses
of certified routes ... they boarded
male passengers and ran over their
limit of daily milsage, " she adds,
Tha contracts wers cancalled and
despite several attempts to revive
the project, the provinecial
government was unable to atiract
operators.

Evenitually, the busss wers handed
over to the provincial higher
aducation department, which in
turn distributed them among
various collsges and universities,
The buses are now being usad to
fulfil the transpertation needs of
formale students,

Thus, Pakistan has geen itz fair
share of failures when it comes to
the provision of gender-based
segregation in transport. Howetear,
not all is lost

In October 2022, the government of
Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) launched a
women-only public transport
schame in 10 districts. The project
iz funded by the government and
pasaengers travel free of cost,

“Tha facility has halped address
tha woes of women's mohbility in
the region ... the buses are filled to
the brim each day,” Mohyuddin

Ahmed Wani, GB's Chisf Secretary,

told Dawn. con,

Wand explaired that the buses rn
on a fixed route and operats anly
at peak hours, which has helped
them linit the cost incurred to R
20 milliar wearly,

“This project has helped peopls
reducs their [womean's| financial
baarclen. We amm to run it free of cost
for as long as we can.”

o ie this the only way to maks
woman-anly busea a succeas? Esep
them free or heavily subsidisad?

. Ahmed advisss against it, “It is
just the same mistake repeated tims
and agein,” he says, “The buaas
have been procured by the
grovernment and they're ranning it
o a subsidised cost. This iz not a
austaimable operational model ...
in the Jong term.”

Karachi's pink bus

Currently, a fleet of sight buses ia
oparating on only one rowute-from
Medel Coleny o Marewether Thwer
via Sharea Faisal

In & press conference on
Monday, Sindh Minister [or
ancd Mass Transit Sharjesl
Inam Meman announcad the launch
of twro new routes for the pink bus,
gtarting from February 200

The Brst newe foute will take the
bauis from Powsar Chowrangi in Korth
Karachi to Indus Hospital via NMagan
Chowrangi, Shafig Mor, Guishan
Chowrangl, Johar Maor, COD,
Shahrah-e-Faisal, Shah Paisal
Colony, Singar Chowrangi and
Korengi Moo 5.

The second, also known as route
14, runs from Numaish Chowrangl
to Clock Tower via MA Jinnah Aoad,
Zaibunnisa Strest, Hotel Metropaol,
Teen Talwar, Do Tabwar, Abdullah
Shah Ghaz and Dolmen Mall

Moreover, he added that the
number af busea an the current
route would also be increased,
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while s gimilar initiative will be
launched in Hyderabsad an Pelbruary
17, "There are also plans to launch
the initiative in Larkana and
Suklur," he sdded.

According to Sindh Mass Transit
Authority (SMTA) Managing
Directar Zubair Channa, the busas
will run during peak rush hours -
T230am to 10 30am and 4pm to Bprm,
Each bus has a capacity of 50
passengeis - 26 standing and 24
saats. Two of the seats are
dedicated for women with special
naeds.

“At rush hour, the mumber of fernals
travellers is much higher than the
capacity of the femals compartment
in the red bus," explaine Channa.
"The pink bus is thus an atbempt
at addressmg that issua”,

Wiajahat Fatima, a smartly dreased
woman on her way home after a
long day of work at the shipping
company sayvs, "] was hasitant
about leaving my van service
despite the burden it put on my
budget because of my joint pain,
These seats were a huge sigh of
relisd " says as she ssttles dowmn on
a seat, dedicated for disablad,
Iocated near the doors.

Prier to the pink bus, Patima
complainsd that she was unabls to
access the special seat in the ed
Iisas becanss they were occupisd
by able-bodied men who refused 1o
leave the seat.

According to a 2015 study by the
Urban Resource Centre in Karach,
women had to spend at least 10 per
cant of their salary on
transportation, which became a
gtrain on their indivdus! budgets.

*It's much moere affordable than the
minibus,” zays Kiran Javed, who
works as a domestic help. "I used
to pay Re. 1040 for each tnip from
Malir to I Chundrigar and back,
Now, [ pay Rs. 100 for both trips
cumulatively,” she says, as she
gattles down on a seat at the front
of the bus, "The aubsidiaed cost
reduced my travelling costs by

)
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Alpa ... these buses are a blessing,”
she adds, the relief evident in her
srrile

The pink bus is seen as a source of
pride and a democratic space where
women from all walks of life can sit
together and r1each their
destinations in relative safety. -
Photo by authaor.

The subsidised fares - Bs. 50 fora
complete trip - have been a blesaing
for many of the women who use
public transport in the ity
Howevrer, the subsidy may be shart
lived as, according to Transport
Secratary Abdul Haleem Sheikh, the
government may have 1o increase
the fares scon in view of the dsing
fuiel prices.

For his part, Channa beliewves the
project is sustainable, even if the
subszidies must be removed. The
prowincial government has signed
a 10-

year contract with the operators, in
which they have to generats
enough reveme to suatain the bus'
operations, he tella Dawn.com.

"Thiz can only be dones if the
operators maintain the guality,
comfort and keep it cost-effactive,
because the women always have
the alternative to choose a private
mode of transport that will drop
them off at thedr deorstep.”

Seclusion in public spaces

Not everyone agress, howsver, that
the pink busas ars the solution o
wiomen' s maobility woee in Karachi,
Urban plannsr and researcher at
HKarachi's Habib Univeraity, Sana
Rizwan, cautions that while "the
initiztive may help increaas female
ridership and change household
perception of public transport being
unsafe for women”, all other factors
such as policing, street lighting,
safe bus stops, and chenges in male
rrverikality are vital for making pubdic
spaces and transport safer for
Whattan,

The ressearcher hopes that the
change in perception will lead to
an increased presence of women in
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the city's public spaces, but what
15 regquired 15 a holistic system.
“When it comes to transpart, it's
not the segragated buses that
matter, but the whols journay.”

Hizwran explainad that that maost
women uging the bus have towalk
long distances to reach their officss
and homes -soms even hawe to hail
a secondary ride to reach their
destination. “The long walk to the
bus stop causes mental and
phyaical exheustion,”

For this reason, Rizwan says,
gender segregated services arcund
the world have not worked,
specially when it comes to public
transit - nones af them hawe redisced
sexual harassmant,

Bome even see segregation of the
saxas on public transport as
regressive. “Female-only buses will
a pemas of fsar,” stressas urban
planner Manscor Raza, adding that
that the government nesds to
implement policies that strengthen
the tule of Jaw in public epaces.
This would meke coemstence of
both genders poasible and would
be much better than introducing
new buses on the already
congested roads of Karachi.

Incomplete sclution

For those traveling on the pink
buses, howevar, the tangible gains
far cutweigh the hope for a long-
term changs. " Whean [ traweal in this
bug, I feel at eese,” says Advocate
Bamia Aghraf

The buses ara seen g5 a source of
pride and a democtatic apace where
woman from all walks of life can sit
together and reach their
destinations in relative safety. For
10-vaar-old Zafia, who was traveling
with her mother, simply getting a
geat for herself on the bus was a
Blessing. “I actually got & seat for
myself and [ can sea sverything
through the windows, " she says as
she looks at the city's sights
passing by.

It's & start, but it is incomplets,
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The pink buses lack structure in
terms of a reliable schedule and
designated arrival and departure
points, Women cannot identify
where a bus step is and often have
to wait a long time batore they can
board a pink bus. The lack of strest
lighting too makas it a daunting
tagk to wait for the bus.
According to a 2020 study, titled
Mobility from Lens of Gender', by
NGO Shehri-Citizens for a Beiter
Environment, S8.3pc of blue-collar
wiorking women fear the lang walk
to the bus stop.

Aboard the pink buses, women also
share horror stories ol their
ancounters, “l was waiting for the
bus yesterday, when two men came
and stood behind me. 1 could feal
their gaze on me,” says Faiza
Ahmed, The bank amployes said
that she opted to use the rad bus
because waiting for the next pink
one to armive was not an option.

Travelling at night is ancthear
concern, with 40pc of women
saying they avoid travelling after
sunset, according to a 2016 atudy
by the Asian Development Bank,

For enginesering consuliant, Ashar
Leodhi, the pink bus is nothing more
than a publizity project. "Women's
mobkility with respect to
sustainability should be more
important than pelitical mileage"

ha says.

Meanwhile, the SMTA iz “weorking
on making bus stops,” says MD
Channa. "The curremt route,
howsaver, paeses through
cantonment arsas on which we
can't build vathout permission. We
hawve asked the authorities and are
waiting for approvals," he adds.

How goon that happens
remains to be sean, For now,
the pink bus is being hailed
by Earachi's women as a
welcome initiative, Only tima
will tell if it continues its
journey or bhecomes vet
ancther relic among Pakistan's
archives of failed attempts at
improving mobility for ita
WoInBn.




Workshop " Utilizing Govarnmant Schames for Economic
Empowerment of Vilnerable Groups" Session with
Transgender Community Held on 204 July 2022
at Press Clubk, Hyderabad,

Capsacity Building of Local Government Officials on
Sindh Local Governmmant Act-2013, held on
3rd Dacember 2022 at Mirpurlthas,

Capacity Building Session with Citizens Stakoholdars
on Sindh Right to Information Law,
held on 25 Ssptember 2022

at Pano Aril.
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Workshop " (Mtilizlng Government Scharnmes for Economic
Empowerment of Vulnerable Groups" Session with
Poople with Disability Held on 4% June 2022
at Mirpurkhas.

Workshop on Enhanooment of The Policy Maldng, and
Financial Managament Skilla of Local Government
Officiala, Held On 578 November 2022
at Hyderanhad.

Capacity Building Session with Citizens Stakeholdors
on Sindh Right to Information Lave,
Held on 10th September 2022
ot Mithi,
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ILLEGAL PLOTS STORY

©

SHEHREI REPORT
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In March 2022, the Sindh
Building Contrel Authority
(EBCA) directed all their
Directors (Districts and
Bagions) to carry out a survey
in their respactive junsdictions
to identify the unaunthori=zed/
llagal constructions. It was
spacifisd that they identify
plots which have built

The terms of references of the
i ra;

a) The District/sub-division
committees shall compile
the date of unauthorized
congtructions in their
respective jurisdiction in
coordination with the
officers/officials of SBCA.

b] The Deputy Commissioners
and Assistant
Commissioners in
coordination with law
enforcement agencies and
officers/officials of SBCA,
shall ensure that
unauthorized illegal
buildings are removed
under Sindh Building
Control Ordinance, 1579, tll
further order.

1 The Deputy Commissionar
concernad shall ensure
proper implementation of
SBCO 1979 and recommend
further action against such

unauthorized floors, units/
portions on residential plots,
miguise of residentialy amenity
plots and submit report. They
were instructed to take all
necessary actions against
unaithorzed construction and
all the concerned buildars and
plot owners as well as officers/
officials involved in facilitating

or overlooking the viclations of
building bylaws and approved
building plans.

Similarly, on 27Tth May 2022,
Government of 5Sindh
constituted a committes to
ensure the timely demolition
actions i1 Karachi region and
PropEsr montonng machansm,

The Distriet Demolition Committes

1 Deputy Commissionear (Concernad) Chairman
2 | Benior Supenntendent of Police {(conceried) Member
3 | Director SECA (concerned district) Membear
4  Assistant Commissioner [Sub-division Member
concerned)
Registrar/Sub Registrar (concemed) Member
Represantative of civic agencies Member
Co-opted Member(s), if required Member
Sub-Division Legal Committes
1  Assistant Commissionsr (Sub-division Chairman
concerned)
2  Deputy Director SBCA (concerned) Member
3 | Mukhtiarkar {concerned) Member
4 Sub-Divigion Police Officer (concerned) Member
5 | Assistant Diractor SBCA [concerned) Member
6  Representative of civic agencies Meomber
7 | Co-opted Member(s), if requirad Member
Supervision Committes
1  Commissicner Earachi Member
2  Addl IG Earachi Member
3 Director General SBCA Meamber
4 Chairman ABAD Member
5  Reprosentatives of civic agesncias Member
6 | Co-opted Member(s), if required Momber
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delinquent officers involved
in unauthorized
congtruction under the
SBCA Rules accordingly,

d) Demoliticn cost whatsoever
incurred over removal of
authorized/illegal buildings
will be recovered from
violators as an arrears of

&)

land revenue as per
procedurs laid down under
Sindh Land Revenue Act,
1967,

The DMz SECA shall liaison
will all officers and office of
Chief Secretary Sindh for
coordination and
conducting mesting under

SHEHRI-CBE

the Chairmanship of worthy
Chief Secretary Sindh,

The Supervision Committes
sghall submit the weekly
report on the performance
of District and Sub-
Divistonal Committes to the
Chief Secretary Sindh.

Desgpite all these orders and committees, the menace of unauthorized construction and especially
illegal portions (floors and units) on residential plots is on rampage. The concerned authorities
SBCA, SMPA, District Administrations have failed in taking action against the viclators (builders
and owners), EDA, the federal Ministry of Housing & Works as the leszor fully aware and
complacent of the violations of their lease, but do nothing.

Construction of portions/flats on residential plots in PE.C.H.5.
FPhotographs

# Plot Nos.

Flot No.2d-H,
Elock-2,

01 BECHS,
Karachi

(300 sqppds)

Flot Mo 31-0,
Elock-2,

02 PECHS.
Karachi

(200 sopds)

* F+32

Violations

Land Allotment/Lease
Conditions

construction of
Fortionsfats on residontial plat,
whereas SBOA approval for
rasidantial bungalow.
Encroachment on 08 which s
non-compoundable, According
to KETPR Regulations 35-2.1
Minimum CO5 5 frone, 5 on
one sida and 71 Hear must be
follovesd on plots 300-393 sqrds,

* Approval of 2nd flogr in raspect

of pdot upto 393 sqpds shall be
allavend aftar malizing additional
Aaoroharges as provided in
Sehedule S-A of KETPR-2002
exoept CTause 25-9 of KETPR
2002

Land AllotmentfLeass
Conditions

G+2 construction of
FPortions) Rats on residantial plot,
whereas SBCA approval for
residential bangalowe.
Encroachment on CO05 witich 8
non-compoundable, According
to KETPH Reagulations 35-2.1
Minimum GOS8 5t frong, 5% on
ona gide and Fft Resar must be
followod on plocs J00-358 sqpds

* Approval of Znd floor in respect

of ploe wpto 3989 eqprds shall b
affoweed aftar realizing additional
floor charyes as provided fn
Schedule §-A of KETPR-2002
expepl Clause 25-9 of KETPR
2002

Problems it will create

* Plot located on fesidantial
road witich is less than 40°
it wide - Mo parking.

* Thers iz an acute ghortage
of weater, gee. sawage nes
are old, no provisions hawve
baen made for the
enhanseament of thase
amaenitias

i Plot located on resideastial
toad which is less than 40°
It wide - Mo parking.

* Theare ia an acuwe shortage
of water, gas. sswags lines
ara old, mo provisions have
bean made for the
anhancement of thase
ArNEnities,
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#

03

04

05

a7

Plot Nos.

Flot Ma.d1-D,
Block-2,
FECHS,
Karachi

(300 sqyds)

Flot Mo 61-M,
Block-2,
FECHS.,
Earachi

(400 soypds)

Flot No.F1-M,
Hlock-2,
FE.C.HS.,
Karachd

(400 sopds)

Flot MNo. f6-A,
Elock-2,
PE.CHA,
Karacky

(400 srypds)

Plat Mo, 73-M,
Bloch-2,
FELCHS,
Earachi

(400 sqyde)
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Construction of portions/flats on residential plots in PE.C.H.5.

| e

Floz Mo M-M Bodk-3, FE CHS,, Earseald

Violations

Land Allotment/Lease
Conditions

G+2 construction ol
Fortions/flats on residential plot,
whereas SHCA approval for
rasidantial bungalowe.
Encroachment on COS which is
oM~ GO . According
to KBTPR Reguwiations 26-2.1
Mimimum CO8 5% frond, 5 on
one sida and FIt Hear most be
folfnveed on plots 300385 syyrds,
Approvsl of Ind floor in respect
of plor upto 399 sqpde shall be
floor charges az provided in
Sehedule 34 of KBTPR-2002
earcepd Claerse 25-%of KRTFR 2002

Land Alloiment/Leass
Comditions

Fresantly construction at plinth
lawre]

Loase is for single family unit,
whareas SBCA approval for
resldantial bungalow

Land Allotment/Leasa
Conditions

FPresantly construction at plinth
lewel

Loamo i for single family unit,

whereas SBCA approval for
rasldantial bungalow

Land Allotmant/Lesse
Comditions

= 32 constnaction on mesidantial

plot.

Construction of Portions/flats
on restdentlal plot, whereas
SHCA approval lor residential
Eungalowe

Encroachrent on CO8 widch is
non-compoundaile. According
to KRTPR Reguistions 25-2.1
Minimuny COS Froat 77, sides §7
and rear T most be foldowsd on
plote A00-458 sgyrds.

Land Allctment,Teass Comditions
G+ 2 constrection on resklantal

plat.
* Construction of Portions/flats on

rasidential plot, whereas SHCA
apprmml for Tescsntal bongaloye.
Encroechiment cn CCS which is
non-carmpeoamed able. Aceordingg go
KBTPR Regulations 25-2.1
Mininurm OOF Frong ¥, sides 5°
and rear 7 onnest e followaed an
plocs 400-499 syyrds.

Problems it will create

* Plot located on residential

road which s less than 40°
ft wwide - No parking,
Theare is an acuts shortags
of water, gas, sevwags linas
arg old, no provisions have
been made Ifor the
enhancoment of these
Amanitiss,

= Plot located on residential

road which s 40' fr wide -
Mo parkingg.

Tharm is an acuis shortags
of water, gas. sswage linas
ara old, o provisions haie
bean made for the
enhancament of thess
amanitias,

Plot located an residantial
road which is 40' it wide -
Mo parking.

= Thare is an acute shortags

of weater, gas. sswags lines
arg old, mo provisions have
basn mads for the
enhencement of thess
arnanitias,

Plat located on rasidarntial
road which is lass than G0
It wricle. Mo parking.

* Thara is an acuis shortamgs

of walel, gas. sewage linag
ara old, no provisions hawe
baan made for the
enhancament of thess
arnanitiog,

Flot located on residential
oad which i3 lees thamn 400
ft wide. Mo parking

There iz an acute shortags
of watar, gas, sowargs linas
ara old, nn provisions have
bean made for the
anhapcament of these
EIMANITias,
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#

10

1

Plot Nos.

Flot Mo.113-H,

Elock-2,
FE.C.H.E.,
Karachi

(300 scppds)

Plot Mo 111-E,
Elock-2,
FECHE,
Karachi

(300 acppds)

Flot Mo, 114-11,
B2,
FECHS.,
Earachi

(300 sopyeds)

Flot Ho.117-5,
EBlock-2,
FE.CHS.,
Earack

(300 seyds)

SHEHRI-CBE

Construction of portions/flats on residential plots in PE.C.H.5.

FPhotographs

| Pl Na.115-E, Black-2, RECHS., Karsct |

| [Piat R, 1178, Binch-2. PEC.H 3. Kuracal, |

= Land

Violations

Land Allotment/Leasa
Conditions

Encroachreent an CO8 swiach s
non-compoundable, According
o KEETPR Regulations 25-2.1
Minimum COS B'ft front, 5" on
one side and 7'ft Rear must be
followeed o plots 200-200 seyds,

* Construction of Portions/flats

on residential plot, whareas
SRCA approwval for residential
w.
Apnroval of 2nd feor shall be
allavesd aftor realizing edditional
Hoor chargas as providsd in
Schedule 8-A of KATPR-2002
exrapt Clavse 25-5 of KETPR 2002,

Land Allotment/Leass
Conditions

Encroachiment on CO8 which is
non-compouncdable. Acocording
to KBTPR Regulations 25-2.1
Minioyum CO8 St rone, 5 on
o sidde and 7'ft Bsar must ba
followesd on plots 200-209 soyda,
Construction of Portions/Nars
on rasidential plot, wharaas
BBCA approval tor meatdantial
bungalowe

Approval of 2nd fToor shall be
aovwad after reabizing sdditonal
floor charges as provided in
Schedule 5A of KRTPR-2002
exrept Clacme 25-5 of KETPR 2002

Allotment/Laasa
Condivdons

Encroachrmant an CO08 winch i
non-compoundabls. According
o KETFR Hegulations 25-2.1
Minimum QOS5 &'ft front, §° on
ons sids and 7'f1 Hear must e
fellowened on plots 200-208 soyds,
Construction of Portions/flats
on residencial plot, whereas
SHCA approval for residential
bungalowe

Approval of 2ad faor shall be
alfoveed after realizing additicnal
floor char as provided in
Sehedule .4 of KBTPR-2002
eprcend Clarse 25-5of KBTPR 2002

Land Allotment/Lease
Conditions

Encroachment on CO8 swhich is
nen-compoundanle, Acoording
to KBETPR Regulations 35-2.1
Minimun COS BTt front, 5 on
one side and Tt Rear rmmust be
followed on plots 200- 283 sqwds.
Construction of Portions Hats
on residential plot, Wheraas
SBCA approval for meeldential
bungalave

Problems it will create

* Flot located on residential

toad wiiich is lass than 400
it weide. No parking
Thare is an acute shortags
of weater, gas. sewags linas
ara old, no provisions have
baen made for the
ephancement of theas
amenitias,

Flot located on residential
toad wiich 1= less than 40°
ft weitde. Mo perking.
Thera is an acue shortags
of veatar, gas, sewage linos
ara old, no provisions haws
baan made for the
ppnhancemant of these
amellities.

Flot located on residential
roandd wehich is 800 ft wide.
lo parking

Thire is an acute shortsge
of weater, gas, sewags linas
are ald, no provisions have
boon made for the
enhancameant of theas
Armenities,

Plot located on residantial
mad wihich is lass than 30°

ft wiide. No paring
There is an acute shortage
of weater, gas. sswags linas
are old, no provisions have
bagn made for the
enhancemant of theas
Arneities,

25|
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#

12

13

14

15

Flot Mos.

Plot Mo, 12111,
Block-2,
EE.C.HS.
Earachi

(300 seyycis )

Plat M 127-1,
Biock-2,
BECHS.,
Farachi

(300 mgyds)

Plot Mo 131-A.
Block-2,
EE.CHE.
Earachi

{300 sepycls)

Plot Mo, 144-M,
Block-2,
FECHSE,
Karachi

{10010 sgyida)
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Construction of portions/flats on residential plots in PE.C.H.S.

Photographs

| Plot Blo.121-U, Block-2, RECHS, Kamschl |

| Plot B 1370, Hlock-%, FECH.S, Kamchi. |

" G+ 2

Violations
Approval of 2na floar in
of plot upto 399 sqyprds shall be
allowed aftar reallzing sdditiona)
Roor charges as provided in

Schedule 3-A of KBTPR-3002
eyt Clanses 26-Yod KBTTH 2002,

* Land Allotment/Lease

Comditions

construction of
Portone/flats on residential plot,
wherega SBCA approval for
masidential bungakow
Encroachment on G085 which is
non-compoundahble, Acoording
to KBTPR Regulations 25-2.7
Minimum OO5 &' frong, 5 an
ona side and 7'ft Raar must be
foliowesd on plots S00-399 sqeds.
Approval of Ind floor in respect
of ploc upto 339 sqprds shall be
alfowed aiter realizing pdditional
foor charges as provided in
Sochedule &-A of EBTPR-2002
exoanl Clawses 25-0 of KETFR M02.

Land Allotmeant/Leass
Conditions

= Presantly construction at plinth

lswsl

Encroachment on 808 widch is
non-compoundabbe. According
to KBTPR Regulations 35-2.1
Minimum C0OS 5%t front, 5" on
one side and 7t Hear must be
falioweed an plocs S00-205 seqpeds.

Land Allotment/Leass
Conditions

* E+3 flats/portions on

reaidantial plot, whereas SBCA
approval for mesidential
bungalowe.

Encroachment on C08 which is
non-compoundable. KETPR Reg
25-2.1 Minimum GOS 8734 frong,
6" an one side and TR Rear maast
be followed on plocs S040-555

Eq}ﬂﬂ'ﬂ.
* Approsal of Znd eor in espect

of plor upto 399 sqpds shall be
afiised gfver realizing sdditianal
floar charges as provided in
Sohedule 9-A of KRTPR-J002
pocoent Clazese 25-8 of KETPR M002,

Land Allotment/Leasa
Conditions

Fresant constrection at ground
[aor.

= Encroachmant an COS which is

non-compoundabie. KRTRR feg
25-2 1 Minimum COS 15 frowt,
¥ on one gide and 10°ft Rear
muEr b follmeed on plicts 1000
siprds and largers

SRCA spprosal is 041 bamgalowe
Buildsr intends to constiuct

pm'tlnns_ for mﬂ;_r]ic ac:LIE!

Problems it will create

= Plot loceted on resldsntial
road wihich is 40° ft wido -
Mo parking

* Thers i3 an acute shortage
of veatar, gas, sewage inas
are old, no prosnsions hawe
bean made [or the
anhancemeant of theasa
amenities,

= Thera is an acute shortags
of yeater, gas, eswages linss
are ald, no provisions haeoe
bean made for the
enhancement of theas
mmenitiss

» Flot located on residential
road which is 60° ft wida.
Mo parking

o There is an acuts shortags
of weatar, gas, seveage linas
are old, no provisions heve
bean made for the
enhancement of theas

& Pl Jocated on residantial
read which is is less than

GO [T wide

* Thera s an acuie shortags
of yeatar, gas, Esvwags linas
ara ald, no provisions hawve
bean made for the
enhancément of thess
amenitiss,
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Construction of portions/flats on residential plots in PE.C.H.5.

Plot Nos.

Flot Mo, Tel-4,
Block-1,

16 | BE.CHS,
Karachi

(2000 smqyds)

| Piea Mo s, Hisel-d, BECHS.

Ploe Mo 217-8,
Block-2,

17 | EELHE.,
Karackhi

{300 aqyds)

Violations

Land Allotment/Leass
Conditions

G+1 flatafportionse on
ragichantial plot, whareas SACA
approval for residential
b abow.

Encroachmant an O08 whach s
non-compoundabie. KETRR Rag
26-2. 1 Minipyum COS 67 frone,
5' pn one side and Tt Hoar muest
ba followed on plots 500-395

sy,

Approval of 2nd floor in respact
of plor upto 398 sqgyds shall be
alfowaed aftar realizing sdditional
floor charges ag provided in
Sohvedite 9.4 of KETPR-2002
axoeps Clavise 25-9of KETPR 2003,

Land Alloimeni/Leass
Conditions

According to KBTPAR
Regulsbions 25-2 1 Minimum
OIS B froest, 5 o oeee sicle aosd
Pt Rear must be followed on
plors J00-295 sqpds,

Apprasal of Ind foor in respact
of plor wpgo 399 sqirds shall b
eliowed after raalizing additional
floor charges as provided in
Scheduls 8-A of KBTER-2002
sxeept Clause 25-92 of EBTPR

Problems it vill create

* Flot located on residoential

road wiich 18 lass than 40°
It weidle. Mo parking

= Tham is an acutae shortags

of weater, gas, sswags linas
arm old, no provisions bane
bean made for the
enhancement of these
amanitios,

Flot jocated on residential
moad which iz lass than 30°
ft wida. No parking

* Thers iz an acute shorags

of wrater, s, sevwage lines
are old, no provisions have
been made for the
enhancemaent of those
amenizias

2002,
= Wheteas SBCA approval for
residential bungalow

| Fict Ra217-H, Bloch. 2, FECHE, Karachi |

EETRF 2002 (Regulation 25-2) has laid down what i= aliowed to be congtructed on residential plots
25-2.1 Building Bulk Standards

All Residential houses/ungalows/building shell obssrve the following standards except plots
falling in Clause 25-9. However the approval of 2nd floor in respect of plots up to 399 sqyds shall
be allowed after realizing Additional Floor Charges as providad in Scheduls 8-A of KB & tpr-2002
except Clause 25-9 OF kb & TPR-2002.

According to KETFPR 200 2 Allowable Covered Area

Foot Minimum — Mindmam Minirmn o

Plot Size Print FAR COS Front COS Sides  COS Roear
Upto 59 (49.5 M2) BEH 1:2 . -
G0-119 (54.4-100m2) TO% 1:2 . - .
120 sqyds - 199 TO% 1.2 3ft Jfit
200 - 299 (168-251.3m2) BE% 1:2 Bt (1.5m) 5ft(l.5m) THt

on onge gide (2.13 m)
300 - 399 (252-335.2m2) 65% 1:1.B B it (1.5m) 5.ft(1.5m) Tt

oo one side (2.13 m)
400 - 499 sqyds 65% 1:1.3 TH bt Tt
500 - 999 sgqyds 0% 1:1 10 R TH 7h it
1000 soyds & larger 50% 1:1 161t Tit 10 £t
3347.56 to 406489 sqyds 50% 1:2 15 £t Tit 10 £

P |
)
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SHEHRI - Cirt1zENS ForR A BETTER ENVIRONMENT

INTRODUCTION

shehn-CEE is a Karachi-baged
voluntary adwvocacy group
established by concernad
citizens in 1988 to project their
apprehensions about the
deterioration of the built and
natural environment,

Thers iz a special emphasis on
tackling illegal constriuction aed
zoning wiclatione, and their
related symptoms, e.q., drainage,
encroachments, parking and
infrastructure. Shehri monitors
the ragulatory bodies and
governmeant agencies and
prcourages ol society to do the

samsa,

SUCCESSES

Passing of Sindh Senior Citizens
Waoliare Bill 2014 Demolition of
Glass Towers illegal
encroachment on the notified
road-widening of Clifton Road,

Baving of 480-acre Gutter
Baghicha Fark on Manghopir
Boad, This 1= the largest open
recreational space in a low
income congested area of Lyard-
inhabited by approximataly one
million pecple,

Saving of 62-acre Kidney hill Park
in Karachi Cooperative Housing
Society Union inclusive of 18-acme
notified EWEEB installations,

Establishment of the Ovarsas
Committes af the KBECA and a

Public Information Counter,

Halting commearcialization and
sale of 11 KTC and 15 SRTC bus-
depot plots in Karachi and Sindh
Today thess plots are to be used
by the CDGE for intercity bus
terminals and other related
transportation activity.

Saving (Makro) webb Ground
playfield in Lines Area, Karachi

Demeolition of apartment
structure Costa Linina in amenity
Bagh-e-lbne-Oasim, Clifton.
CDGE bas now developad it as
a park.

Preventing commercialization of
Doongi Ground park / playfield
in Lehore.

Reducing, as part of Lahore
Bachhao Tehrik, the amount of
damage from Canal Bank
Widening Project.

Beaffirmation of selsmic building
cioda in Chetta.

Training 1600 {Approx) police
aofficers all over Fakistan on
participatory citizen-police
interaction, human rights
violations and police reforme.

Chrer the years, Shehn's expertizs
hag been recognized by superior
courts and it has been callad as
amicus curae (friend of the court)
in cases dealing with built
anvironment violations.

DBJECTIVES

Establishment of an aware and
pro-active civil sociaty, good
governance, transparency and
rule of law.

Promotion of research,
decumantation, dialogus with
and influence of public policies,

Setting up an affective and
representative local government
Eystem,

FPreparation of a representative
Master Plan / Zoning plan for
Karachi city and effective
mmplementation of the same.

Ohservance of basic human
nights in sociaty.

HOW 15 SHEHRI RUN?Y

A volunteer Managing
Committes, duly elected by the
General Body for a term of two
years, thereby functioning in an
open and democralic manner.
Membership is open to all whe
subscribe 1o its objectives and
memarandum.

SHEHRI
neads
Volunteers
to work in the following areas:
+  Legal Affair

*  Media and Outreach

« Million Trees Campaign

+  Conservation and Haritage
= Fund Raising

o iEun Free Society

-----------

|
: Name @ SHEHRI MEMBERSHIP
: To Create a Better | Don't forget to fenet your
s Occupaticn e W your
; “T‘“W | | membership for 2023 (Rs. 5000/=)
: Addrese il el Join Shehri and play
: Shetul (GRE Mg with = ¢ | | your 1ole as a good citizen to make
:  boccme s membat | this city a clean, healthy and
ECGI“-E.{:T.HD' el AER, Block2, - .
: o PE.CHS., Kamchi- 75400 1 i “';”'_E_"E
: E-mail Tul / Fux : 01463064 friendly place to live in!




